
pg^rftaiiian, Israeli ministers meet 


AiiH&S'Jir, Foreign Minister Mohammad 
£jan OuW Lakhal met Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
tuS| here and discussed future ties between Mauritania and 
IS official quoted by agencies said Saturday. Mr. 

f i f^tal Bciiu i on Fnday, said the sources, quoted by the 
a¥S £*?*, ^ ^ second meeting Mr. LakhaJ held with an 

official m two weeks. On June 12, the Mauritanian met 
Foreign Minster Shimon Peres in Madrid, Spain. AFP said 
AMul Karim Kabariti took part in the Amman 
talks. Mr- L*khal, who began a visit to Amman on Thursday, held 
tafts Ssgrdny with several senior officials including Prime 
Minister Shanf Zeid Ben Shaker before returning to Mauritania, 
(seep*** 
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ROYAL JORDANIAN would like to 
inform the public that as of Friday 
June 30th, 1395 the new telephone 
number for the Head Office will be 


607300 


Volume 19 Number 5956 


© 


AMMAN SUNDAY, JULYl 2J199S, SAFAR 4, 1416 


Price: Jordan ISO FOs 


King calls for dialogue to end suffering of Iraqi people 


Enough is enough, says Monarch in Euronews interview and urges.new approach to resolving crisis 

‘ Any lasting solution over Jerusalem should provide for the rights of all three religions’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) His 
Majesty King Hussein has 
called for an end to the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
through a dialogue that 
would solve the difficult 
situation the country faces 
as a result of international 
•sanctions imposed four 
years ago. 

The King, who is 


currently visiting London, 
also said in an interview 
with Euronews Television 
that Jerusalem should be 
kept above all disputes of 
sovereignty and should be a 
symbol of peace. 

If West Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel, then East 
Jerusalem should be the 
capital of the Palestinians, 


said the King. 

On Iraq, the Kingsaid: 

“Iraq is very, very 
important country. It has a 
great history and great 
people. It has a great 
position within the context 
of this region and area. 1 
really hope that the 
suffering of the Iraqi people 
come to an end before long. 


“Iraq must be a vital part 
of this region," said the 
King, adding that the 
country would be eventually 
restored to its rightful place 
in the context of the Middle 
East peace process. 

But, as far as the suffering 
of the people of Iraq is 
concerned, the King said, 
"Enough is enough. People 


have io be given their 
chance to live as human 
beings and not to continue 
to suffer as they really have 
over so many years... .” 

In response to a question 
on the apparent deadlock 
over American insistence on 
not easing the sanctions on 
Iraq as long as the 
government of President 


Saddam Hussein remains in 
power, the King said: 

"What Iraq has been faced 
with is a very dangerous 
precedent and I do not think 
that people will accept" a 
condition that they remove 
their leadership as the price 
for ending the sanctions. . 

The alternative, the King 
said, is a "dialogue to get 


out of this situation and 
deal with it. And I do not 
look very happily at the 
U.N. playing the role of a 
quarter. ..that means a 
(movement) now and then 

"I think that enough is 
enough and that the people 
of Iraq will not continue to 
suffer.” 


The King said Jordan and 
Israel had come a long way 
signing their peace treaty in 
October and expressed hope , 5 
that peace between peop / 
will be the end result 
Middle East peace procc^r 
“We have an international 
boundary with the State of 
Israel for the first time and 
(Coated on page 7) 



A Palestinian woman c ar rying a child wafts past an Israeli soldier in the market of Hebron after a curfew imposed on the 
town was lifted Saturday (AFP photo) 


Israel-PLO deadline expires without word 


i 

i JEREZ (Agencies) — A July 
'J deadline set by Israel ana 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) for an 
accord on wider Palestinian 
seif-rule passed without 
announcement of an agree- 
ment. 

Talks between PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, which began two- 
and-a-half hours before the 
midnight deadline, went on 
into early Sunday morning 
along the Israel-Gaza border. ■ 

Israeli and PLO officials 
bad forecast no agreement 
would be signed on Saturday 
for an Israeli troop redeploy- 
ment in the occupied West 
Bank and Palestinian elec- 
tions, both of which are a 
year behind schedule. 

A PLO official said Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat were 
likely instead to issue a dec- 


laration of priinaples on rede- 
ployment, paving the way for 
more talks and possible sign- 
ing of a pact in mid-July. 

Israel has cited “security” 
concerns for the delay in 
agreeing the details of a pull- 
out from Arab towns in the 
West Bank. 

The PLO has accused 
Israel of backtracking from 
an interim self-rule deal 
signed in 1993 that set up 
autonomy in Gaza and the 
West Bank enclave of Jericho 
in May 1994. 

“We are here to narrow 
gaps. We hope to reach 
agreement tonight,” Mr. 
Peres told reporters as he 
waited to greet Mr. Arafat at 
an Israel-PLO liaison office 
near the Erez checkpoint. 

Mr. Arafat and Mr. Peres 
were expected to announce 
after their meeting that inten- 
sive negotiations would con- 


tinue and that they hoped to 
sign an agreement later this 
month. 

Negotiators have been 
tackling three issues — a 
troop pullout from Palesti- 
nian population centres, 
Pales tinian elections and the 
transfer of powers from 
Israel's military government 
to the Palestinian autonomy 
council that is to be elected. 

. Mr. Peres said earlier 
Saturday the main problem 
was to reconcile between 
Palestinian demands for an 
extensive pullout and Israel's 
need to protect the 100,000 
Jewish settlers living in the 
West Bank. 

“Many issues have been 
concluded,” Mr. Peres told 
Israel Radio. “The central 
problem on which Israel is 
not budging is the problem of 
security." 


Palestinian Minister of In- 
ternational Cooperation Na- 
bfl Shaath concurred that the 
major disagreement was on 
the extent of withdrawal. 

“There are still gaps be- 
tween the concepts. We ha- 
ven't looked at each other’s 
maps yet because we haven’t 
agreed on the concepts," he 
said after a meeting of Mr. 
Arafat’s cabinet. 

Israel Television said Israel 
had agreed to have troops 
pull out of six West Bank 
towns by the end on the year, 
or before Palestinian elec- 
tions. Soldiers would remain 
in the tense town of Hebron. 

However, the "Palestinians 
demand that the Israelis pull 
back further and that Palesti- 
nian police also take control 
of Arab villages. Israel wants 
to remain in charge of secur- 
ity in the rural areas. 


GairatoJtost- — 

talks on displaced 

CAIRO (AFP) — Israel and 
Arab states will meet here on 
Wednesday to discuss the re- 
turn of Palestinians displaced 
Vrora their homes in the 1967 
Middle East war, Egyptian 
/Deputy Foreign Minister 
IBadr Hamm am said. An 
? Arab- Israeli technical com- 
mission will meet “to ex- 
amine the return of Palesti- 
nians on the basis of the 
declaration of principles” 
signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in September 
2993, Mr. Hammam said. 
The meeting will group 
[sraeD, Palestinian, Egyptian 
and Jordanian officials, he 
added. 


Arafat says he was 
targetted for attack 

GAZA CITY (AP) —Yasser 
ykrafot told his cabinet minis- 
ters Saturday of a plot to 
assassinate him and two other 
Arab leaders in Ethiopia, 
according to a statement 
issued after the meeting. The 
statement carried no details, 
ana Mr. Arafat aides were 
not immediately available for 
bomment. On Monday, there 
was an attempt on life of 
Egyptian President Hosro 
Mubatak in the Ethiopian 


Clinton satisfied with results 
of Israeli-Syrian meetings 


CHICAGO (Agencies) — 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
telephoned Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin on Friday to express 
satisfaction with military 
talks between the countries 
hosted by U.S. officials. 

Although the army chiefs 
of Israel and Syria ended 
three days of talks on Thurs- 
day without agreement on 
security measures to back up 
a proposed Israeli withdrawal 
on the Golan Heights, the 
White House said Mr. Clin- 
ton was satisfied with the 
outcome of the discussions. 

The president called Mr. 1 
Assad and Mr. Rabin “to tell 
them that he was very 
pleased and satisfied with the 
meeting - with the chiefs of 
staff,” White House spokes- 
woman Mary Ellen Glynn 
told reporters travelling with 
the president. 

She told reporters tne 
separate telephone conversa- 
tions were brief but gave no 
other details. 

Mr. Clinton met Thursday 
at the White House with Sy- 
rian Chief of Staff General 
Hikmet Shehabi and his 
Israeli counterpart. General 
Amnon Shahak. 


Israel on Friday described 
the Washington meetings as a 
small step in the right direc- 
tion, but lamented the infle- 
xibility*' of Syria. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said there 
had been no apparent prog- 
ress in the negotiations, but 
that the talks would continue. 

Speaking after talks with 
French President Jacques 
Chirac, Mr. Sharaa refused 
to comment on the details of 
the negotiations. 

Mr. Sharaa said the 
Washington negotiations 
were “serious and conducted 
in depth. The American in- 
volvement was satisfactory,” 
as far as we are concerned. 

“There is no apparent re- 
sult so far, but we cannot 
prejudge the talks before we 
assess the whole discussions 
that have taken place after 
the return to Damascus of 
Syrian Chief of Staff General 
Hikmat Shehabi." Mr. Shar- 
aa said. 

Despite the lack of prog- 
ress, Mr- Sharaa appeared 
more optimistic on the peace 
process than in the past dur- 
ing his talks with Mr. Chirac, 
French sources said. 

An official Syrian news- 
paper said on Saturday the 


country would not permit 
Israeli troops to remain on 
the Golan Heights as part of 
a peace accord. 

The daily Trshreen, in an 
apparent reference to Israel’s 
demand for the setting up of 
an Israeli observation point 
in the Golan Heights, said 
Damascus would never 
accept any form of Israeli 
presence in the plateau. 

“Occupation remains 
occupation whether it covers 
the whole of the Golan or a 
small part of it,” Tishreen 
said. 

“Syria made it clear- in ev- 
ery occasion that it will never 
cede an atom of its soil and 
that its sovereignty on the 
Golan will never be a matter 
for bargaining or negotia- 
tions,” it said. 

Proposed Syrian-Israeli 
arrangements include the 
setting up of early warn- 
ing systems, demilitarised 
zones and peacekeeping 
troops. 

Diplomats said Israel 
wanted to set up an Israeli 
observation point in the 
Golan to serve as an early 
warning post but Damascus 
rejected the demand and 
proposed air surveys instead. 


Teenager 
shot dead 
in Nablus 

NABLUS (Agencies) — 
Palestinians staged protests 
in three West Bank towns 
Saturday and Israeli troops 
shot dead a Palestinian teen- 
ager after he allegedly stab- 
bed an Israeli soldier. 

Hundreds of Jewish set- 
tlers, meanwhile, blocked a 
West Bank highway as part of 
their escalating protest 
against a planned pullout of 
Israeli troopr from Palesti- 
nian towns. 

The violence erupted as 
Israeli and Palestinian nego- 
tiators made a final attempt 
to meet Saturday's deadline 
for reaching agreement on a 
West Bank troop redeploy- 
ment and Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

In protests r**3t may have 
been fuelled By disappoint- 
ment over another missed 
deadline, Palestinians hurled 
stones at Israeli troops in the 
West Bank towns of Nablus, 
Jenin and Hebron. 

In Nablus, some 600 pro- 
testers marched through the 
streets and threw stones and 
empty bottles at about 100 
soldiers. 

Nablus has been tense 
since three Palestinians were 
killed by army gunfire in vio- 
lent street clashes last Sun- 
day. 

In Jenin, dozens of Palesti- 
nians stoned soldiers during a 
march in support of Palesti- 
nian security detainees held 
by Israel. The army fired 
teargas and stun grenades 
into foe crowd and imposed a 
curfew on the town. 

Jenin is the first town to be 
banded over once redeploy- 
ment begins. 

Stone-tb rowing protests 
also erupted in Hebron after 
Israeli troops shot and killed 
a -16-year-old Palestinian, 
Ibrahim Khader Deis. The 
incident began when the 
youth stabbed and lightly 
hurt an Israeli soldier guard- 
ing the Jewish enclave of Tel 
RomeidaJfi tbe heart of Heb- 
ron, according to Israeli re- 
ports. Other army guards 
opened fire, seriously wound- 
ing Deis who later died at a 
Hebron hospital, the reports 
said. 

The settler protest took 
place along the highway •link- 
ing Nablus and the Palesti- 
nian town of Kalkiliya, Israel 
radio said. 

Hundreds of settlers block- 
ed the road Saturday morn- 
ing, and traffic was backed up 
fqr several kilometres. Israeli 

(Continued on pace 7) 



GREEK WEDDING: His Majesty King Has- Chantall-Miller, daughter of American 
sein with Queen Sofia of Spain and King Juan businessman Robert W. MBkr, at die Greek 
Carlos after tbe wedding of Prince Pavlos, heir Orthodox Cathedral in London on Saturday 
to the Greek throne in exile, and Mary (AFP photo) 


Egypt says it will not 
launch attack on Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak’s top 
adviser said on Saturday 
Egypt will not go to war with 
Sudan despite Egyptian 
suspicions that Khartoum 
was behind an attempt to 
assassinate Mr. Mubarak last 
week. 

“We have realised that 
Sudan is involved in opera- 
tions which threaten Egypt’s 
national security... (but) 
Egypt could not think of 
hurting or spilling the blood 
of any Egyptian or 
Sudanese.” Osama Al Baz 
told Egyptian television. 

Dr. Baz's comments fol- 
lowed a strident call for milit- 
ary revenge against Sudan, 
published in an Egyptian 
newspaper after Mr. Mubar- 
ak's increasingly belligerent 
speeches earlier in the week. 

But Dr. Baz said Egypt 
had “political and legal 
means of responding without 
resorting to military means" 
and would not interfere in tbe 
internal affaiTS of another 
country. 

But Sudanese Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs 
Ghazi Salaheddin Atabani 
expressed doubts about 
Egypt's willingness to avoid a 
conflict and warned that the 
I countries' border area re- 


mained tense. 

Mr. Atabani told a radio 
station run by the Hizbollah 
group in Lebanon that any- 
thing was possible after 
threats from Mr. Mubarak. 

“We look at these threats 

• seriously and we believe that 
everything is possible'., and 
the situation in northern 
Sudan is tense," he told 
Radio Islam, broadcast from 
the Bekaa Valley. 

• Mr. Atabani, reacting to 
Egypt's assurances that it 
would not attack Sudan, said 
Cairo's troops had already 
attacked his country a few 
days ago, “killing a police 
officer and two soldiers” in a 
disputed border area. 

“It is not the first time it 
(Egypt) has attacked 
Sudanese territory. In 1992, 
tbe Egyptian armed forces 
attacked positions of the 
Sudanese police and killed 
two soldiers," he added. 

Mr. Atabani stressed that 
bis country welcomed any 
mediation to put an end to 
the crisis, adding, however, 
that Egyptian forces should 
“return to where they came 
from," the radio said. 

Egyptian investigators who 
travelled to Ethiopia say 13 
people, including three 

(Continued oa page 7) 


Sudan takes 
Egypt to U.N. 

SUDAN ON Saturday com- 
plained to the U.N. Security 
Council about Egyptian 
attacks in a disputed border 
region, the official 
Sudanese news agency said. 

It also called on tbe world 
body to resolve tbe long 
running dispute over the 
Halaib region on tbe Red 
Sea. i 

The Sudanese ambassa- 
dor to tiie United Nations 
Med the complaint with the 
council after Sudan said 
two of its policemen and a 
soldier were killed m skir- 
mishes in the disputed 
Halaib region this week. 

Sudan said in the com- 
plaint that on Tuesday tbe 
Egyptian army attacked 
Sudanese poKce in the re- 
gion, kilting one and injur- 
ing seven others, the news 
agency SUNA said. 

The army “continued its 
escalations and a ggre ssi on 
and attacked a coastal sta- 
tion north of Halaib (town), 
killing a Sudanese potiee- 
man and injuring 
another,” it said. 
(Continued on page 7) 


Random Serb shells kill 4 in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs laid heavy 
shell fire on Sarajevo on 
Saturday, killing four people 
including one at the market- 
place where one of the city’s 
worst atrocities took place 
last year. 

A shell exploded in the 
heart of the Bosnian capital's 
old town 10 metres from the 
Merkale market where a 
mortar killed 68 people in 
February 1994. 

Eyewitnesses said the blast 
left one person dead and at 
least 10 wounded at the site 
which has become a symbol 
of Sarajevo's suffering under 
three years of siege. 

The casualty toll was mini- 
mised this time by the abs- 
ence of the usual crowd of 


Saturday -shoppers as 
Sarajevo's civilian population 
took shelter from mortars 
and shells fired by tbe besieg- 
ing Serbs. 

The barrage killed three 
other people and wounded 
dozens more elsewhere in the 
city which has suffered heavy 
casualties since a U.N. ban 
on heavy weapons collapsed 
a month ago. 

“It seems (the shelling) i? 
becoming more random,” 
said U.N. spokesman Gary 
Coward. “Tliis was blatant 
firing into the city." 

In another sign of com- 
batant's growing antagonism 
towards U.N., peacekeepers 
accused Serbs of conducting 
deliberate and coordinated 
attacks on four U.N. facili- 


ties. 

Among them was the main 
U.N. communications centre 
and French peacekeeping 
headquarters, which were hit 
by two mortars on Thursday. 
U.N. observations posts and 
camps elsewhere in and 
aronnd the city were target- 
ted with rifle-grenades and 
small arms fire, U.N. officials 
said. 

“It is more than likely to 
our view that these attacks 
were direct and deliberate 
targetting of UN. facilities 
and personnel,” said spokes- 
man Coward. The intent 
“could have been to kill (or) 
it could have been to send a 
message.” 

Serb shelling of the be- 
sieged city has increased 


since the Muslim-led govern- 
ment army launched an 
offensive June 15. 

On Friday, Colonel Co- 
ward had implied that the 
mortar hits were inadvertent. 
He appealed to the govern- 
ment to stop using weapons 
located near the compound, 
charging the attacks were 
drawing Serb fire. The build- 
ing serves both as the U.N. 
command and headquarters 
for the French contingent, 
ttie largest of the multination- 
al force. 

Less than two hours after 
Col. Coward -spoke, another 
three sheds landed close to 
the building, though the com- 
pound took no direct hits. 

(Continued on page 3) 




more witnesses in 


‘Arab Afghan’ case 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 


AMMAN — Two witnesses 
told the State Security Court 
On Saturday that nearly 
$4,500 sent to their joint 
banking account here by 
Saudi Mohammad Khalifa 
were mainly intended and 
spent for air passages for 
Islamic teachers to be sent 
abroad and had no links with 
subversion in Jordan. 

The testimonies, supported 
by records of the account and 
authenticated by the manager 
of the bank who also 
appeared in court, appeared 
to back Mr. Khalifas argu- 
ment that he was only a 
philanthropist interested in 
spreading Islamic education 
and was not linked to extrem- 
ism. 

The witnesses appeared in 
the State Security Court in 
response to summons by the 
tribunal which is reviewing its 
verdicts issued in December 
r*frer a four-month trial of the 
so-called Arab Afghan case 
— a reference to the pur- 
ported links of some of the 
defendants with Arab volun- 
teers who fought in the 


Afghan war. 
In its Dec. 


In its Dec. 16 verdict, the 
court sentenced 11 to death 
— including Mr.- Khalifa and 
two others in absentia — and 
handed down to seven others 
stiff jail terms after folding 
them guilty of carrying out 
and plotting bomb attacks at 
public places and subversive 
acts to destabilise Jordan. 

The review of the verdicts 
was ordered in April by the 
Court of Cassation, which 
makes mandatory considera- 
tion of all State Security 
Court rulings. The Court of 
Cassation said the State 
Security Court should take 
into consideration the testi- 
monies of three witnesses — 
one security officer and two 
civilians — and review the 
verdicts. 


run by Mr. Khalifa in the 
Philippines for nearly 20 
months in 1992 and 1993, 
testified that be used to trans- 
fer alt his earnings — $500 
per month — to a joint 
account with his sister Khal- 
diyeh at the Islamic Bank 
branch in Beqaa. All his liv- 
ing expenses in the Philip- 
pines were paid for by the 
school, he said. 

The statement account 
showed a $4,496 transfer in 
mid-1993. The witness ex- 
plained that part of the trans- 
fer represented his own earn- 
ings and the rest was given by 
Mr. Khalifa to be spent on 
paying the air ticket for two 
religious teachers to go to 
Russia and for Abdullah 
Hashaika. the first defendant 
in the case, to travel to the 
Philippines to work at Mr. 
Khalifa's school. 

(The defence says that Mr. 
Khalifa represented Islamic 
charities in Saudi Arabia and 
was organising Koranic and 
Arabic- language schools and 
teachers around the world). 

Mr. Hashaika was paid 
$1,000 by the witness's sister, 
who told the court that she 
did not know the man and 
had handed over the money 
at her doorstep when he cal- 
led on her to collect it. 

Both witnesses said no part 
of funds from the account 





Arafat — a would-be 


statesman seeks statfc 

GAZA CITY (AFP) - A going back. You can even 
year after arriving in Gaza to catch glimpses of cotml« 
a hero’s welcome T asser walking hand in hand, fhk 
Arafat has juggled a multi- has a tremendous political 
hide of problems and man- effect. This Signifies f nn . 
aged to keep the fragile peace damentahsm being pushed 
process alive but is far from back."- ■ p 


process alive buiis mu uvm 

creating a Palestinian state. ‘There is a restoration of 
Esciatic scenes greeted Mr. hope... growing support for 
Arafat, when dressed in his the Palestinian experiment ” 
familiar military fatigues and he added, 
scarf or keffiah, he stepped A poll in mid-June found 
onto Palestinian soil on July three-quartere of Palestinians 
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'SECURITY IN BETHLEHEM': Veiled Pfckstiniau girls walk 
past Israeli soldiers in the West Bank town of Bethlehem on 
Saturday after Israel tightened security there following the 


expansion of a nearby settlement and (he opening of a 
Jewish seminary there (AFP photo) 


Behind Mubarak adulation, 
Egypt’s problems remain 


was spent for any other pur- 
pose. Mr. Diab returned to 
Jordan when Mr. Hashaika 
replaced him in the Philip- 
pines. 

The case against Mr. Kha- 
lifa stemmed from a state- 
ment that Mr. Hashaika 
made to interrogators that 
the Saudi had promised to 
finance a subversive group in 
Jordan during a meeting in 
the Philippines while he 
(Hashaika) taught at Mr. 
Khalifa's religious school. 

Mr. Khalifa denies the 
charges and argues that all his 
dealings with Mr. Hashaika 
were related to the latter's 
work at the school. 

The court set its next ses- 
sion for Wednesday, when it 
will hear a behaviour report 
on one of the other defen- 
dants who. according to the 
Court of Cassation, should 
have been treated as a minor 
since he was under 18 when 
the verdict was issued. The 
report will come from the prison 
where he is being held. 

At Wednesday's session, 
the court is expected to con- 
dude the hearings and set a 
date for its ruling. 


Mr. Khalifa is undergoing 
retrial after he surrendered 


a retrial after he surrendered 
in May in line with a provi- 
sion that qualifies anyone 
sentenced in absentia in Jor- 
dan for a retrial if he or, she 
surrenders/is arrested by 
Jordanian authorities. The 
other two sentenced in 
obsentia — a Jordanian and 
an Omani — remain fugitive 
and the verdicts against them 
remain valid. 

In Saturday's 90-minute 
hearing. Omar Diab, who 
taught at a religious school 


CAIRO ( AP) — Turn on the 
television, any channel, 
there's Hosni Mubarak wav- 
ing to crowds, being hugged 
by peasants, raising the. 
Egyptian flag, explaining 
how he stayed cool even as 
assassins' bullets whizzed by. 

The adulation of the Egyp- 
tian president reached its 
height Thursday — four days 
after the assassination 
attempt in Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopia — when he 
appeared before thousands of 
banner-waving workers 
celebrating his survival. 

For many, the relief was 
sincere. But others saw the 
barrage of TV images as an 
attempt to bolster Mr. 
Mubarak while distracting 
from Egypt’s woes. 

Mr. Mubarak faces gripes 
about rising prices and up to 
20 per cent unemployment, 
charges he has tried to stifle 
criticism of the government, 
and complaints that he wants 
to keep opposition candi- 
dates from running in this 
fall's parliamentary elections. 

Human rights groups also 
charge the government's bat- 
tle with Muslim militants — 
who are blamed for- trying to 
kill the president Monday 
during his trip to Ethiopia — 
has led to mass arrests, tor- 
ture and summary execu- 
tions. 

“If things continue along 
this road, one dav there is 


going to be an explosion," 
said Adel Hussein, the for- 
mer editor of the Islamic 
bi-weekly newspaper Al 
Shaab. 

Mr. Hussein was one of 
those journalists who wound 
up in jail after writing persis- 
tent articles critical of the 


that torture was used often 
during interrogations and in 
prisons. 

The government denies 
such charges. 


government. 


He was held for about 
three weeks, accused of pos- 
sessing anti-government 
pamphlets — found on an 
airplane seat he occupied — 
and of revealing military sec- 
rets in a ncwsp&per article. 

No charges were ever 
brought. He denied he ever 
had the pamphlets and said* 
the supposed secrets had 
already been written about in 
other newspapers. 

Mr. Hussein, who suffers 
from ulcers and heart trou- 
ble. said he was kept in a 
dank, windowless cell. But 
his complaints pale before 
other criticism of Egypt's 
security services. 


In a way. the 67-year-old 
Mubarak is a victim of his 
own efforts to open up Egyp- 
tian society. He came to pow- 
er in 1981 after Muslim ex- 
tremists gunned down his 
predecessor. Anwar Sadat, 
for signing a peace treaty 
with Israel. 

When first in office, Mr. 
Mubarak's benign face and 
booming laugh gained him 
the nickname “the laughing 
cow," after the French 
cheese 'La vache qui rir.” 
Later, when he succeeded in 
improving Egypt’s tele- 
pchone system, electricity 
and bridges, he was known as 
“Hosni Kabari.” or “Hosni 
of the Bridges." 



Hosni Mubarak 


In a report issued in May. 
the Egyptian Organisation 
for Human Rights charged 
that police have shot 38 peo- 
ple while in custody and 
routinely jail members of sus- 
pects' families to force their 
relatives to surrender. 

The organisation said 
10.000 people were in jail as 
suspected Muslim militants, 
many without charges, and 


Lately, his militant oppo- 
nents have called him 
“Mubarak the Pharaoh," im- 
plying he is like the absolute 
rulers of ancient times. 

The nicknames show the 
full sweep of Mr. Mubarafc’s 
rule. The opposition press fs 
livelier now than ever before. 
The human rightii“'organisa- 
tions criticising him were not 
allowed to exist before he 


came to power. 

But the press law his gov- 
ernment recently adopted, 
which it had to amend after 


criticism, raised penalties for 
defaming state institutions to 
up to five years — from three 
months. 

Mohammad Sid Ahmad, a 
leftist writer, said that even 
though the government was 
forced to back down, trying 
to put restrictions on the 
media undercuts democracy. 

Mr. Mubarak \t in hi» third 
six-year term. In the past, 
holding on to power too long 
has led Egyptian leaders to 
brutally oppress their politic- 
al opponents. 

Already, some Egyptians 
arc noting the similarity be- 
tween this week’s celebra- 
tions of Mr. Mubarak and the 
elaborate ceremonies that 
; Sadat staged to dramatise his 
own importance. 

"I hope these rallies won't 
go to his head." said 
sociologist Soadcddin Ibra- 
him, a professor at the Amer- 
ican University in Cairo, 
“that he will continue to be 
modest and show humility.” 


1, 1994. ending a 2? year 
exile. 

He carried with him tne 
hopes and dreams of two 
million Palestinians living in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, desperate to end de- 
cades of Israeli occupation. 

But the honeymoon period 
was soon over. Since then the 
long-time revolutionary has 
had to confront the hardline 
Islamic groups opposed to 
the peace process with Israel, 
regular closures of borders of 
the Palestinian territories 
which have thrown thousands 
out of work, and the slow 
dribble of international aid. 

In November increasing 
disillusion erupted into the 
first serious clashes between 
Palestinian policemen and 
militants which left 13 dead in 
Gaza City. 

But 12 months on Mr. Ara- 
fat is on the verge of a deal 
with Israel on the next phase 
of Palestinian self-rule, in- 
cluding a withdrawal of 
Israeli troops on the West 
Bank and elections. 

New buildings are spring- 
ing up in Gaza and he has 
succeeded in damping down 
on the extremists. 

The crowning achievement 
was in December, when the 
once reviled "terrorist," 
stood with Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres to re- 
ceive the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Now a regular guest in 
many Western capitals, Mr. 
Arafat has begun to adopt 
the mantle of a slateman 
more quickly than many 
thought. 

"Tilings are now definitely 


going in the right direction,' 
Terje Larsen, the U.N. rep- 
resentative to the territories 
tpld AFP. 

“I would say that Mr. Ara- 
fat has performed more than 
well." he said, adding that 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
had "learned fast." 

"There is also a cultural 
revolution which is. the most 
radical change. The skirts are 
going up and the veils are 


A poll in mid-June found 
th ree-qu arters of Palestinians 
support the continuing peace 
process with Israel. : 

But human rights groups 
have denounced .Mr.-' Anfai 
for setting up a speria &ja^ . 
ary court which has t^e^j 
quick justice — wifo*tro 
appeal — to about IQ 
tarns. ^ 

Hardliners have accused 
him of selling out the Palesti- 
nian cause for nothing' m 
return. 

“The goals of ind^i^d- 
ence and sovereignty tharju 

PLO leader set have nor been 

achieved,” said Imad Fdaij, 
editor-in-chief of AJ-Watjj,' 
the mouthpiece of the bltqttk 
Resistance Movement 
Hamas. 

“He has failed to reach an I 
understanding with the * 
apposition and the spectre of 
a civil war stalks Gaza. The 1 
prisoners have not been 
freed, the settlements to* 
not been dismantled and^.>- 
spite everything Mr. Araj ; 
continues the political-pro. 
cess with Israel,” he addert." 

Others have criticised his 
autocratic leadership and cor- 
ruption within his adxninistra- 
tion. 

“He's the only one who 
can take decisions. He has to 
sign everything — even jdbe 
order for telephone lines, be- 
cause they discovered corrup- 
tion." said his Israeli biog- _ 
rapber Danny Rubinstein. ' 

“Arafat is adopting the 
Arabic system of rule. But 
■he’s not cruel and he's .not 
tyrannical. He's even more 
democratic than most Arab 
regimes. 

-“Above all, he’s arrived, 
which is already quite . an 
achivement. He's managed to 
stay alive and he’s stayed the 
leader. 

But he added that foe PLO 
leader, who at 64 is expecting 
soon to be a father for the 
first time, had maybe had his 
day. - ■ 

“Like Moses he brought 
people to the pTomised.land, 
but he will never create, the 
state. The Palestinians n.ced 
someone who is a creator, 
not a revolutionary.” I 
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ANKARA (R) — One of 
Turkey's top generals has 
condemned government 
efforts to further democra- 
cy as called for by the 
West, saying it was under- 
mining the army's fight 
with Kurdish separatist re- 
bels. Turkish newspapers 
said on Saturday. . 

“We'll finish ’ terrorism 
soon but we're being held 
back by democracy and hu- 
man rights.” ifte Ycni 
Yuzyil daily quoted armed 
forces Deputy Chief 
General Ahmet Corekci as 
telliing a briefing of Tur- 
kish journalists at the 
general staff headquarters. 

Several dailies said Gen. 
Corekci criticised an 
attempt by the coalition 
government of Prime 
Minsitcr Tansu Ciller to 
scrap the anti-terrorism 
law's Article S. which res- 
trains freedom of express- 
ion. 

The article has been 
used to jail scores of wri- 
ters on grounds of their 
perceived support for Kur- 


dish separatism and is a 
focus of Western criticism 
of Turkey’s human rights 
records. 

“We want Article 8 to 
stay as it is while the fight 
against terrorism is going 
on. Changing it is not 
appropriate." Gen. Corek- 
ci was quoted as telling the 
briefing, to which foreign 
journalists were not in- 
vited. 

Military spokesman 
were not available for com- 
ment later. 

Western human rights 
group accuse the Turkish 
military of burning villages 
in its fight against Kurdish 
rebels., torture and other 
violations. 

The European Parlia- 
ment has conditioned Tur- 
key's entry into a customs 
union with the European 
Union on Ankara carrying 
out democratic reforms. 

Despite his criticism. 
Gen. Corekci said the 
armed forces would not go 
against any decision by- 
parliament to scrap or 


change Article 8 under 
European pressure. 

“We couldn't say any- 
thing-if parliament decided 
to change it in Turkey's 
higher interests for reasons 
like the customs union," he 
told the journalists. 

The army and govern- 
ment have repeatedly said 
Turkey is on the point of 
defeating the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK) guer- 
rilla group, which fights for 
Kurdish autonomy or inde- 
pendence in the southeast. 

Western analysts say- 
more than 17.noh people 
have been killed in the 
guerrillas' 1 1 -year-old cam- 
paign but Ms. Ciller's 
office last week put the 
death toli at nearly 20 .WO. 

President Suleyman De- 
mirei. ousted as prime 
minister by the army in 
1970 and 1980. played 
down Gen. Corekci' s com- 
ments. Anatolian news 
agency said. 

“Don't read too much 
into this." he told the agen- 
cy in Bucharest where he 


was attending a Black Sea 
leaders summit. 

“He's not saying the 
army is treading on human 
rights. He’s saying it has 
problems because it is not 
treading on human rights." 
Mr. Demirel said. 

The armed forces ruled 
Turkey for three years af- 
ter the 1980 takeover, 
quelling political violence 
before handing power back 
to civilians. 

Gen. Corekci said Kur- 
dish demands for the lifting 
of bans on Kurdish- 
language education in 
schools and Kurdish broad- 
casting were the first steps 
to separatism. 

“It's a salami tactic, the 
more you cut the more 
they want," he said. “They 
have political and cultural 
demands. Writing, travell- 
ing. drawing, speaking, 
broadcasting, special 
education. We can't con- 
sent to that." he was 
quoted as saying 

Successive governments 
have rejected anv political 


solution to the Kurdish 
problem and largely given 
the military a free hand to 
fight the PKK. 


Amendments arc setback 


The quest to liberalise 
the Turkish constitution in- 
herited from the last milit- 
ary regime encountered 
difficulties Friday during a 
debate in parliament. 
None of the proposed 
amendments during the 
first reading attained the 
necessary two thirds 
majority required for an 
automatic modification of 
rhe country's basic law. 
The failure was a blow to 
Prime Minister Ciller, who 
had been anticipating suc- 
cess. 

A second rending will be 
held beginning Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

A reform needs 300 
■votes to be passed auto- 
matically. If it gels be- 
tween 270 and 300 a re- 
ferendum is necessary. 

The push for reform en- 


visages the amendment of 
around 20 articles of a con- 
stitution published in 1982 
under the military regime 
from the 1980 coup d'etat. 

Reformers want trade 
union rights extended to 
civil servants and to permit 
trade unions and associa- 
tions to have their own 
constitutions. They also 
want to lower the age of 
the right to vote. However, 
the reforms do not include 
any measure about the 
freedom of expression, de- 
sired by advocates of 
democracy and also by 
Western countries pushing 
for liberalisation in Tur- 
key. 

Legislators accepted 
only seven amendments in 
the first reading rejecting 
another 15 and passing two 
for the bill stage. 

But even the seven 
approved articles did not 
receive the 300 vote, that 
would mean them avoiding 
a referendum, plunging the 
debate into difficulties 
from -the outset. 


CASABLANCA (R) — A 
Moroccan women's lobby de- 
manded new laws to protect 
women from domestic vio- 
lence and harassment and the 
repeal of statutes that are 
discriminatory. 

"There should be a law 
defining violence which can 
be physical, sexual, as well as ' 
mental and ways of proving 
such violence." lawyer 
Saadia Wadah told a 
women's conference in 
Casablanca on Friday. 

The conference gave no 
figures for domestic violence 
but lawyers say the practice is 
widespread in Morocco’s pat- 
riarchal society where 75 per 
cent of women arc illiterate. 

One of the speakers recal- 
led a recent case where a wife 
was beaten to death by her 
husband. Sentencing is usual- 
ly lenient in cases of domestic 
violence. 

The one-day conference on 
the theme of "Violence 
against Women" was orga- 
nised by the Moroccan Asso- 
ciation for Human Rights for 
Women (AMDF) 

It dealt with sexual harass- 


ment, discrimination and 
domestic violence and called 
for the repeal of ail laws 
which discriminate against 
women in the home and In 
the workplace. 

“Civic laws arc particularly 
unjust to women," said 
AMDF President Najat Raid. 
She noted that a woman 
could not marry without per- 
mission from a male relative 

“Women are still seen, as 
children needing guidance," 
she said. ' 

Divorce and child custody 
laws also discriminated 
against women, the confer- 
ence heard. 

“...Only men can take the 
decision to divorce without 
giving their wives prior warn- 
ing. This law should be abo- 
lished as well as the law 
allowing polygamy which is 
unacceptable in a society 
where women work and are 
financially independent, ’* 
Ms. Wadah said. 

Speakers said new laws 
should take into considera-i 
tion that violence could also] 
take the form of sermj 
harassment. fep 
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Movie Magic 
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The Bold and the Beautiful 
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62WU3. 
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771531 . 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel 

77J2M. 
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Amman International Church Td. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
8M32N. 

German-speaking Evangelical Con- 
gregation Tci NUI95 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. «S»3: 
Church of Nuarem Tci.ni.Wl . 
The Evmpfiad Local Church in 
Amman 
Td 811295 
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Temperatures are expected to 
n« with winds northwesterly mod- 
erate to active and dusty particular- 
ly in the southern and eastern parts 
of the Kingdom. In Aqaba, hot 
weather conditions will prevail wirh 
winds northerly adne and seas 
clam. 
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" e tooi^ ' ‘JEGENT VISITS PRIME MINISTRY: His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ben 
. Al Hussein, the Regent, Saturday meets with Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. 

t0 ft , W®* Abdullah also visited the General Headquarters of the army and met with Chair- 
. ihan bf-the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez Mirai Kaabneh. Also Saturday, 
sis/fr ! > -! & **8*“* ^ the PuMc Security Department (PSD) for a meeting with PSD Diree- 
hav 025 tor Ueu tenant General Abdul Rahman Adwan (Petra photo) 
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AMMAN (Petra) - At the 
'end of. week-long meeting 
' here Saturday by Arab states 
on the subject of education 
in Palestinian self rule areas 
'■.and occupied lands, a state- 
ment summing up the rec- 
. ommesdations called on 
Arab League member states 
to provide a $20 million 
fund to cover the cost of 
* -educational programmes 
_ inside the Palestinian lands. 
*f -The discussions at the 
' - meetings centred on the 
extension of assistance in 
education to Palestinians in 
.the self rule areas and the 
..occupied territories. 

During the meeting the 
; participants made several 
recommendations concern- 
ing -academic; vocational 
i and:-- • educational pro- 
. grammes which are broad- 
cast on radio and television 
’ from Arab states to students 
in the .self-rule areas and 
occupied lands. . 


The delegates representing 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and 
Egypt in addition to Pales- 
tine and the Arab League 
requested that the Palestin- 
ian delegation provide the 
Arab League with a list of 
high priority technical and 
administrative needs in edu- 
cation to enable these coun- 
tries in turn to work towards 
specific goals. 

The delegates also called 
for the provision of a 
detailed report concerning 
Israeli incidences of mal- 
practice against Palestinian 
educational institutions. 

They urged the Arab 
League secretariat to main- 
tain close 1 contact with the 
United Nations Educational, 
^Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation ■ (UNESCO) 

1 and to continue to hold dis- 
cussions that centre on edu- 
cational issues and that aim 
to provide assistance to 
Palestinian educational pro- 


grammes and institutions. 

Also on the agenda was 
the call for Arab countries to 
continue granting seats and 
scholarships to eligible 
Palestinian students at their 
universities. 

The delegates discussed 
the general vocational train- 
ing situation in Palestinian 
lands and again requested 
that the Palestinian delega- 
tion submit a report on voca- 
tional education and the type . 
of assistance required in that 
area. 

They asked the Arab 
League to press the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) to 
expand its existing vocation- 
al training facilities. 

Those recommendations, A 
the delegates said, will be 
submitted to .the general 
conference of supervisors of 
Palestinian affairs who will 
hold a meeting in Cairo later 
this month. 


| NEWS IN BRIEF 

?*F 

Premier postpones some civil servants* leaves 

' AMMAN (Petra) - Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday instructed government 
: departments to postpone the granting of work leaves to those civil servants who have been, 
chosen to serve on municipal election committees. Municipal election around the Kingdom 
are scheduled for July 11. 

Lower House to meet today 
AMMAN (Petra) -The Lower House of Parliament will meet Sunday under the chairman- 
ship of Speaker Sued Hayel Srour to hear replies from government ministers on queries pre- 
sented by the deputie s in the former sessions of the chamber. Several government proposals 
'will be referred to the concerned house committees for examination. The house will also 
{resume discussion of a draft labour law starting from article 51. 




WHAT'S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and the daily Arabi press. Renders are 
advised to verify the listed times and places with the conemed msituhons. 

FILM 

* “Gettysburg (Part I)" at the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

Lecture (in Arabic) entitled “How Do We Attain Arab Reconciliation by Jawdat Sa'id at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation at 6:30 p.m. 
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exhibitions 

* Paintings by Jordanian Artist Mi^ammad Majali at the Phoenix Gallery of Culture and 
Art 

* Works by Iraqi artist Tahija AJ Hakim at Ab’ad At 
Gallery. 

Exhibition demonstrating the development of cinema over the past century at the French 
Cultural Centre. • 

* Ali Jabri, "Selected Works ' 85 [ 95 " at Darat A1 Funun, until July 4). 

Exhibition of works by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at Orfali Gallery 


Serbs shell Sarajevo at random 


(Continued from page I) 

■ The Serbs on Friday de- 
nied shelling the U.N. facili- 
ties. 

Tension over the U.N. mis- 
sion in former Yugoslavia 
have soared in recent days 
with both the government 
^and rebel Serbs lashing out at 
the peacekeeping force. 

The government on Friday 
■ said it would a o longer deal 
with the U.N.’s top envoy, 
after asking the Security 


Council to review the 
peacekeeping mission. 

The Serbs meanwhile re- 
sponded with anger to a Ger- 
man Parliament vote Friday 
to send fighter jets to Bosnia 
to protect a rapid reaction 
force that is supposed to bols- 
ter the flagging U.N. mission. 

“Their arrival will be tanta- 
mount to a military occupa- 
tion,” Bosnian Serb Tele- 
vsion said, recalling the harsh 
Nazi invasion of the Balkans. 
“Sending German soldiers is 


like putting out a fire with 
petrol.” 

The foreign ministry of 
Serb-led Yugoslavia on 
Saturday also expressed “se- 
rious concern” over the Ger- 
man decision. 

“It is neither wise nor use- 
ful that Germany should 
again find herself in a military 
role in the Balkans, even 
under the wing of the United 
Nations peace forces,” the 
ministry statement said. 

Government and Serb 
troops battled around the 
SeTb-hcld southwestern 
Sarajevo suburb of Nedzar- 



Mauritanian minister ends official * sit, 
affirms country’s support for peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting . 
Mauritanian Foreign Minis- 
’ ter-Mohamjnad Ould Lakhal 
Saturday met with His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah, 
the Regent, and Prime Min- 
ister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
to express his country's sup- 
port for the Middle East 
peace process. 

The Mauritanian minister 
said his country ' greatly 
appreciates His Majesty 
King Hussein's endeavours 
for peace and for serving the 
Arab nation. 

In welcoming Mr. Lakhal, 
Prince Abdullah said that 
King Hussein was pursuing 
all efforts to bolster inter- 
Arab relations. 

At an earlier meeting with 
the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Lakhbal discussed issues of 
common concern and com- 
mended the Kingdom’s 
efforts in ending inter-Arab 
differences. 

Mr. Lakhal, wbo arrived in 
Amman Thursday evening, 
met separately with Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and discussed itbe 
prospect of holding meet- 


ings by officials from the 
two countries to pave the 
ground for joint agreements 
in trade, economic and cul- 
tural fields. 

These agreements could be 
concluded during a visit by 
Mr. Kabariti to Mauritania at 
a later date. 

The two ministers 
reviewed pan-Arab, regional 
and international issues of 
common interest and the lat- 
est developments in the 
peace process. 

They expressed continued 
backing to the peace process 
based on international legiti- 
macy and Li. N. Security 
Council resolutions and their 
backing for the Oslo and 
Cairo agreements between 
Israel and the Palestine 
National Authority (PNA). 

The two ministers also dis- 
cussed ways of ending inter- 
Arab differences and dis- 
cussed the situation in 
Bosnia. 

After the meetings Mr. 
Lakhal left Amman and was 
seen off by Mr. Kabariti and 
other officials . 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Saturday meets with Mauritanian Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Ould Lakhal who was on a one day visit to the Kingdom (Petra 
photo) , ■ 


France, Jordan look into possibility of 


financing of water pipeline in the north 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — France and Jor- 
dan are discussing possibili- 
ties of financing for a 
pipeline project that would 
help pump drinking water 
from northern sources to 
Amman and dramatically 
improve the availability of 
potable water in the capital. 

The project involves lay- 
ing 65 kilometres of pipes 
from near the Yaimouk 
River in the north alongside 
the King Abdullah Canal to 
a main station at Deir Alla, 
from where the water will be 
pumped io Amman through 
an existing pipeline. 

The estimated cost of the 
project is about $40 million. 

French Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Bernard Bajolet said 
Thursday the two govern- 
ments were discussing 


financing for the project, but 
no definite figures were 
agreed upon yet. 

The pipeline will have an 
annual pumping capacity of 
45 million cubic metres in 
the first stage and 60 million 
cubic metres in the second 
stage. 

It will be connected to a 
pipeline that started bringing 
water from Israel’s Lake 
Tiberias to the King Abdul- 
lah Canal last month. 

The pipeline is seen key to 
increasing the availability of 
drinking- water to Amman 
and its suburbs, which are 
: already - facing'.!. a shortage 
and where the demand is. 
expected to grow dramati- 
cally over the next few 
years. 

Mr. Bajolet said French 
financing for the project, as 
and when it materialises. 


will be part of Paris’ eco- 
nomic assistance to Jordan. 

“Hie precise components 
of the financing, what pail of 
it will be in aid and what 
part will be in concessionary 
loans, have not been deter- 
mined yet. but we hope to 
arrive at an agreement 
soon,” he. told a press con- 
ference marking the end of 
the French presidency of the 
European Union (EU). 

An EU diplomat said 
meanwhile that work was 
continuing swiftly on con- 
ducting feasibility studies on 
water projects included in 
the Jordan-lsrael peace 
treaty signed on Oct. 26. The 
studies do not include the 
pipeline. 

“The studies on the Jor- 
danian-IsraeJi projects will 
be in two stages," said the 
diplomat. ‘The first stage 
will involve sending experts 


to actual site of the proposed 
projects for first-hand infor- 
mation on the terrain and 
features of the land and the 
second stage will involve 
detailed reviews of the tech- 
nical aspects of the pro- 
jects." 

The projects involve two 
dams and diversion struc- 
tures on the rivers Yarmouk 
and Jordan and a desalina- 
tion plant in Israeli territory. 

The Lake Tiberias- King 
Abdullah Canal pipeline, 
which will bring in 30 mil- 
lion cubic metres of water 
every year, is one of the pro- 
jects mentioned in the peace 
treaty 

The $5 million pipeline, 
financed by Jordan, runs 2.2 
kilometres in Israeli territory 
and 1.1 kilometre in Jordan- 
ian land. 

The EU is financing tbe 
feasibility studies on rhe 


dam and desalination plant 
projects with a grant of 11 
million European currency 
units (ECUs), about $14 
million. 

The European Commis- 
sion. (he executive arm of 
the 15-member ELL is coor- 
dinating the studies, which 
are expected to be complet- 
ed in 1996. 

Subject to the finding of 
(he feasibility srudies. 
“which we are sure will be 
positive,” the EU, along 
with other countries, will 
consider financing for the 
project, German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said during a 
visit io Jordan last month. 

Germany, whose contribu-^ 
tion accounts for 28 per cent ' 
of the overall EU budget, is 
also expected to extend 
bilateral assistance to the 
projects. 


CAMP SEASON : 
Minister of Youth Awad 
Khleifat Saturday attends 
a school ceremony In the 
Shafa Badran district 
marking the start of a 
three-week • programme, 
for youth organised by the 
ministry in cooperation 
with several other depart- 
ments and the Jordan 
Armed Forces . A total of 
7,500 youths from gover- 
nors tes around the King- 
dom are involved in the 
programme entitled: 
Construction and Work 
Camps. The youths will 
carry out activities at 24 
locations. Their chores 
will include maintenance 
work, clean up activities 
and tree planting. The 
young volunteers will also 
attend lectures. 



Consumer protection societies meet 
to compare provisions and measures 


AMMAN (Petra) - A 
team from the Con- 
sumers Protection 
Society (CPS) in the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) met in Amman 
Saturday with Health 
Minister Aref 

Batayneh and the 
president of the Jor- 
danian Consumers 
Protection Society 
(JCPS) Mohammad 
Obeidat to discuss the 
aims and activities f>f 
their respective 


organisations. 

The head of the 
UAE team, Moham- 
mad Jassem, sum- 
marised .his society's 
activities and mea- 
sures for providing 
protection to con- 
sumers. 

Dr. Batayneh 
explained his min- 
istry's measures of 
controlling food sup- 
plies entering Jordan. 
He said such mea- 
sured include labora- 


tory tests conducted 
on food samples and 
inspection tours of 
food storage houses 
by health authorities. 

He said that the 
ministry maintains 
close cooperation 
with other govern- 
ment departments to 
ensure that all food- 
stuffs respond to 
specifications and 
standards accepted in 
Jordan. 

In his report, the 


role of the JCPS in 
providing the public 
with consumer infor- 
mation was also out- 
lined. 

Dr. Batayneh was 
presented with a 
shield by Mr. Jassem 
in recognition of his 
efforts in the area of 
health. 

Later the UAE team 
called at the Royal 
Scientific Society 
(RSS) and met with 
its vice president. 


Saeed Alloush who 
spoke of the develop- 
ment and activities of 
various departments 
in the RSS. as well as 
the technical advice 
they offer to the Jor- 
danian public and pri- 
vate organisations. 

Dr. Alloush 

expressed the willing- 
ness of the RSS to 
cooperate with the 
UAE society in mat- 
ters concerning con- 
sumer protection 



Aref Batayneh 


ici, which borders the U.N.- 
controlled airport. 

Fighting was also reported 
around a village further to 
the southwest. Bosnian Serbs 
said three civilians were 
wounded in Serb-held sub- 
urbs. 

U.N. spokesman Major 
Guy Vine! said the Serbs may 
have gained some ground in a 
western suburb on Friday. 
U.N. officials, who have 
been barred from front lines, 
are limited in their ability to 
confirm battlefield move- 
ments. 


On Friday, battles were 
focused around a village just 
north of Sarajevo, where 
U.N. officials said it 
appeared government forces out- 
side the city bad advanced four 
kilometres in the past two weeks; 

In Copenhagen, U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry categorically denied that 
Washington had ever pro- 
vided arms to the Bosnian 
government. 

“We are not providing 
weapons to the Bosnian gov- 
ernment, now or ever,” Mr. 
Perry told reporters On the 
second day of hk visit to 


Denmark, denying an allega- 
tion by a top French civil 
servant quoted in the Danish 
press on Saturday. 

“The French official, un- 
named, is simply wrong. 
Either be is misinformed or 
he is deliberately fabricating 
a story,” said Mr. Perry. 

“We have indeed regular 
discussions, consultations 
with the Bosnian govern- 
ment. We have an ambassa- 
dor in Sarajevo,. but regard- 
ing tbe question of providing 
arms to the Bosnians, the 
answer is categorically no.” 


The Director and Staff of 
The Jordan Information Bureau 
in Washington, D.C. 

mourn the passing away of their friend 

Mona Saket Rifai 

wife of their colleague, Dr. Taleb Rifai. 

May her soul rest in peace. . 
Our hearts and thoughts are with • 
the Rifai and Saket families. 
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Pacific anti- nuclear protests 
rage on against France 


PAPEETE, Tahiti -(R) — 
The capital of the island of 
Tahiti was thrown into chaos 
for a second day as thousands 
protesting against The re- 
sumption of French nuclear 
tests in the South Pacific 
blocked its main roads. 

French radio said there 
were also protests in 
Noumea, the capital of 
French-controlled New Cale- 
donia off the east coast of 
Australia, where some 2.000 
people demonstrated peace- 
fully. 

The blockade at Papeete 
started Thursday as the Rain- 
bow Warrior n, flagship of 
the environmental lobby 
group Greenpeace, sailed 
into the port. 

Refused permission to 
dock at the main quay, Quai 
d'Honneur. the ship re- 
mained in the harbour for 24 
hours before tying up at a 
temporary anchorage in the 
middle of Papeete Harbour. 

Greenpeace campaign 
leader Stephanie Mills said 
she had been told the ship 


was not allowed to dock for 
security reasons. 

Ms. Mills and another crew 
member have been told they 
will be deponed immediately 
they go ashore, as they are 


banned persons, having been 
deported in 1992 after a pre- 


deported in 1992 after a pre- 
vious protest voyage. 

French authorities have 
said they may invite Green- 
peace representatives to visit 
the Mururoa Atoll, where 
France is due to carry out a 
final series of eight under- 
ground nuclear blasts. 

But Ms. Mills told a news 
conference on board the 
Rainbow Warrior that the 
group had received no such 
invitation and if they did it 
would be refused. 

Two previous invitations to 
visit Mururoa in 19S9 and 
1992 came to nothing as au- 
thorities rejected Green- 
peace's conditions. 

The demonstration orga- 
nisers estimated that 15.000 
Tahitians, had converged on 
Papeete from all directions 
for the start of the protest 


Thursday. 

“It is* a mood of retribu- 
tion, anger, revenge, outrage 
and indignation.** said Oscar 
Tcmaru. leader of the Li- 
beration Front of Polynesia, 
a French Polynesia's main 
independence group. “That 
is what you see today.** 

A protest delegation deli- 
vered a letter, addressed to 
French President Jacoues 
Chirac, to the French high 
commissioner demanding a 
local referendum on the re- 


sumption of testing. 
Mr. Chirac's appr 


Mr. Chirac's approval of 
eight nuclear tests at Murur- 
oa Atoll between September 
and May. 1996. has angered 
Tahitians fearful of radiation 
contamination. The 
announcement has also put 
new vigour into French 
Polynesia's independence 
movement. 

France is the South Paci- 
fic's last colonial power and 
controls three territories, 
French Polynesia, New Cale- 
donia and Wallis and Futuna 
Islands. 


Landslide claims 20 lives in Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
At least 20 people were killed 
when a landslide swept vehi- 
cles off a mountain road in 
pouring rain as they drove to 
a casino in Malaysia's popu- 
lar genting highlands resort, 
police said Saturday. 

A wall of mud. uprooted 
trees, boulders and water 
swept down a hillside Friday 
on the road that winds up to 
the casino. 75 kilometres 
north of Kuala Lumpur. It 
buried at least 15 vehicles, 
police and rescue officials 
said. 

A Japanese, a Filipino and 
a five-month-old baby were 


among the dead m one of 
Malaysia's worst landslide 
disasters. Officials said the 
death toll stood at 20 by 
mid-afternoon on Saturday*. 
Earlier they said 21 people 
had died. 


Another 23 people were 
taken to hospital with in- 
juries. 16 of them serious, 
hospital officials said. 


The search for victims con- 
tinued Saturday evening 
more than 24 hours after the 
landslide. 

Some survivors had been 
travelling in a bus when a 
minor landslide occurred and 


London home-beat “bobby" tuns continue to rise in the 
Ian Kilhurn finds it hot going capital (AFP photo) 
on point duty, as the tempera- 


Britons sweat as flaming 
June finally arrives 


LONDON CAP) — Railway 
tracks have buckled. Scottish 
roads are melting. One sun- 
bather - * skin caught fire. 

Not everyone would call 
temperatures in the high 80s 
a hear wave. Bui to the fair- 
skinned British, more used to 
drizzle and chill, ••flaming 
June" has arrived with a 
vengeance. 

So it's sunburn all round as 
"mad dogs and Englishmen 
go out in the midday sun.” in 
the pithy lyric by Noel Co- 
ward. 

“We've got to make the 
most of it. this could be the 
only summer we get,” said 
Yorkshirewoman Linda 
Beecham as she exposed pale 
amts to the sun in London's 
Trafalgar Square Friday. Her 
1 1 -year-old son Neil wore a 
basebali cap with integral, 
battery operated fan — 
bought on a familv vacation 
in Spain. 

There was no chance of a 
cooling dip in the square's 
famous fountains, however. 
They are turned off while the 
plinth beneath Nelson's col- 
umn is refurbished. 

“It's diabolical. As an En- 
glishman. I'm embarrassed." 
said ice cream seller Brian 
Thomas. “There's nothing 
for tourists or the locals.'*^ 

In Central London, the 
temperature at middav Fri- 
day was 88 F (31 C). the 
honest June day in the capita! 
•since 197e. according to the 


London Weather Centre. 

Other places in the country 
were expected to top 90 F (32 
C) Friday — but cooler 
weather, with highs in the 
70s. was predicted for 
Saturday. 

The baking heat set in 
Tuesday. 

On Thursday, sunbather 
Kim Bullock. IS, of Witham. 
east of London, suffered 
slight bums when metal tas- 
sles on her skirt heated up in 
the sun and set the fabric 
alight. 

Local trading inspectors 
said they were testing similar 
skirts to find out what caused 
the garment to combust. 

In Skipton. Northern Eng- 
land, railway-men replaced a 
section of track which buck- 
led in the heal. 

“Our engineers had to re- 
place that rail overnight after 
it cooled down. The rails can 
get as high as HOF,” said a 
spokesman for British rail. 

In some areas, water de- 
mand was up 300 per cent as 
gardeners turned on hoses 
and sprinklers to save their 
dying plants. Hundreds of 
homes in Berkshire and 
Hampshire west of London 
were without water for four 
hours Thursday evening as 
the local water company- 
struggled to keep up supplies. 

In pans of Scotland, coun- 
cil workers covered roads 
with gravel to prevent cars 
tearing up the melting tar. 


they were forced to get out 
and walk. 

As they were walking 
down the road, the first of 
two major landslides roared 
down, sweeping the driver 
and his 30 passengers with it, 
rescue workers said. 

Some scrambled to safety 
or were pulled out by the 
rescuers, others were buried 
alive. 

The second slide caused 
part of the road to collapse 
into a 70-metre-deep (230- 
foot-deep) ravine, dragging 
along four cars and several 
people who had abandoned 
their vehicles. 



Hair 

expert ties 
Simpson to 
murder 


scene 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Hair 
similar to Nicole Brown 
Simpson's was found on a 
pair of bloody gloves the 
prosecution claims O.J. 
Simpson wore when he 
allegedly killed his ex-wife 
and her friend, an FBI expert 
testified Friday. 

FBI hair and fiber expert 
Doug Deedrick also said hair 
similar to Ronald Goldman’s 
was found on the right-hand 
glove, discovered at die foot- 
ball great's home the morn- 
ing after the June 12, 1994, 
murder. The left glove was 
found at the murder scene 
outside Nicole Simpson's lux- 
ury condominium, two miles 
(three-km) away. 

Mr. Deedrick also said hair 
similar to that on Simpson's 
head was found on Gold- 
man's shirt and hair from 
limbs was found on Gold- 
man's shirt and in tbe right 
glove. Head hair similar to 
that of Simpson and his ex- 
wife was also found on the 
knit watch cap recovered 
from the murder scene, he 
said. 

Simpson, a popular sport- 
scaster and TV pitchman af- 
ter his football career, has 
pleaded not guilty to the mur- 
ders. 

Mr. Deedrick was ordered 
by Judge Lance Ito not to use 
the word “match" when de- 
scribing the similarity be- 
tween the hairs after the ex- 
pert had explained that hair 
and fiber analysis was an 
inexact science. Instead, Mr. 
Deedrick limited himself to 
saying the evidence hair "ex- 
hibited the same microscopic 
characteristics'* as known 
hair samples from the vic- 
tims. 

He said the hair found on 
the gloves was “cur and 
tom," indicating it had been 
“forcibly removed" or ripped 
from tbe scalps of the victims. 
A previous expert witness, 
Los Angeles Coroner Dr. 
Lakshmanan Saihayavaris- 
wagan, testified that he be- 
lieved the killer grasped both 
victims by their hair as he slit 
and stabbed their throats. 

Mr. Deedrick said a “mys- 
tery hair" on the right glove 
could have come from Gold- 
man but definitely did not 
come from any crime lab 
workers or detectives in the 
case, including Mark Fuhr- 
man. whom the defence has 
accused of planting tbe glove 
on Simpson's estate. 

There were also dog hairs 
on the right-hand glove that 
could have come from Nicole 


Independence movements 
in France's South Pacific ter- 
ritories have traditionally 
been linked to nudear test- 
ing, rising at the height of 
opposition to testing in tbe 
1980s and ebbing when Paris 
introduced a moratorium on 
testing in 1992. 

Greenpeace said indepen- 
dent anti-nudear protesters 
sailed for Mururoa from 
Roratonga on the Cook Is- 
lands Friday on the Bifrost, a 
Danish ship modelled on a 
Viking vessel. 

'They were expected to 
reach the atoll in about 10 
days. 

Rainbow Warrior II also 
hopes to arrive in Mururoa 
by July 10. the 10th 
anniversary of the bombing 
and sinking of the original 
Rainbow Warrior by French 
secret agents in New Zea- 
land. 


Greenpeace hopes to help 
reanise further actions with 


organise further actions with 
local anti-nudear protesters 
and church leaders over the 
weekend. 


China 
postpones 
talks with 
Taiwan 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Saturday postponed sche- 
duled talks with arch-rival 
Taiwan, punishing the island 
for “a series of wrong- 
doings” linked to its attempts 
to break out of diplomatic 
isolation. 

The Assodation for Rela- 
tions Across the Taiwan 
Straits has suggested post- 
poning routine talks with its 
Taiwan counterpart, the 
Straits Exchange Founda- 
tion, the Xinhua News Agen- 
cy said. 

The assodation and the 
foundation are semi-official 
organisations that handle bi- 
lateral relations to skirt a 
decades-old ban by Taipei on 
offitial contact. 

"It is appropriate to post- 
pone routine talks between 
leaders of the two non-gov- 
ernmental organisations since 
a series of doings by the 
Taiwan authorities have sev- 
erely damaged the basis for 
stabilising and developing 
cross-straits relations." an 
association official was 
quoted as saying. 

The assodation and found- 
ation secretaries-general 
were scheduled to hold 
routine talks once every three 
months or in July. 

It was tbe second time in 
two weeks that the assoda- 
tion had put off talks with its 
Taiwan counterpart. 

Last month. China post- 
poned high-level talks be- 
tween the chairmen of the 
assodation and the founda- 
tion. also slated for July. 

Analysts said the Chinese 
move to postpone routine 
talks was meant as a punish- 
ment because Taiwan was 
more eager than China to 
resolve a series of problems 
at the talks, such as fishing 
disputes. 

Uneasy relations between 
Beijing and Taipei, rivals 
since the end of the Chinese 
Civil War in 1949, have been 
strained by President Lee 
Teng-Hui's visit to the United 
States in June. 

■ Beijing, which considers 
Taiwan a rebel province, has 
sought to isolate the island 
diplomatically. Only 29 coun- 
tries recognise Taiwan. 


U.S. Astronaut Bonnie J. Dunbar (right) Looking on are cosmonaut Nikolai M. 

_ m m ■ a.a an* a 4% ■■■■ w»ukh~ Qnti Asl 1 if- 


shakes hands with Russian Cosmonaut Gen- (left) back), Mir- 19 (light en £ m ^’ , 

- naut Robert L. Gibson (right back). STS-71 


nady M. Strekalov (left) qn board tbe Mir naut Robert L. Gibson (right ba 
space station after the crew of the shuttle mission commander (AFP phot) 
Atlantis successfully docked with (he Mir. 


Atlantis-Mir crew celebrate linkup 


SPACE CENTRE. Houston 
(AP) — The crew of the 
newly created Atlantis-Mir 
spaceship exchanged gifts 
and joined two halves of a 
medallion to celebrate “the 
linking of ideas, wills, peo- 
ples." 

But first, officials got into 
the act. 

U.S. Vice President Al 
Gore and Russian Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomy- 
rdin, meeting in Moscow this 
week, congratulated the 
astronauts and cosmonauts 
who had crowded into the 
Mir core module. For the 
occasion, Russian and Amer- 
ican flags were hung as a 
backdrop. 

“It's great to see our two 
great flags side-by-side there 
in orbit above the Earth.” 
Mr. Gore said. 

“Two years ago we began 
to work on this joint pro- 
ject," Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said. “We now see t)ie results 
of this work and it is great to 
see a 220-tonne complex 
flying in orbit the way you 
are." 

Joined by a 1-metre-Iong 
(3-foot-long) pressurised tun- 
nel in their docking Thurs- 
day. the shuttle Atlantis and 
the space station Mir formed 
the largest manmade satellite 
ever to orbit the Earth. It was 
a forerunner of an interna- 
tional outpost expected to * 


have n permanent place in 
space by the turn of the cen- 
tury. 

. "It is very pleasant to look 
at it," said cosmonaut Anato- 
ly Solovyev, who hitched a 
ride on the shuttle to take 
command of the permanently 
orbiting Mir. 

“This docking has laid a 
foundation for work in this 
new programme.” he said of 
joint space endeavours plan- 
ned by the United States and 
Russia. 


“It is not only a mechanical 
docking but also a linking of 
ideas, wills, peoples in order 
to form a very great scientific 
programme," Solovyev said. 
“In the final analysis, this is 
done only to obtain signifi- 
cant results in orbit so 
humankind on Earth can live 
better and receive the in- 
teresting and great scientific 
results that are forth- 


coming. 


Later in the day. the se- 
rious work of gauging the 
effects of prolonged space 
flight began in earnest as 
astronaut-physician Ellen 
Baker collected fluid samples 
from the two Russians and 
one American who had been 
on Mir nearly four months. 

The vials of blood. Saliva 
and urine will be in the shut- 
tle freezer for the return to 
Earth, along with samples 


And they ceremoniously 
put together models of the 
Atlantis and the Mir into (he 
configuration in which they 
are flying. 

The formal gift exchange 
ceremony was an anti-climax 
because the crews had 
already sealed Thursday's 
docking with hugs, kisses, 
handshakes and the tradition- 
al Russian salt-and-bread 
welcome. 


Italy launches major mafia crackdown 


ROME (R) — Police said 
Saturday they had arrested a 
leading mafia suspect and 
were looking for about 150 
others in a crackdown on 
organised crime extending 
from northern Italy to Sicily. 

Natale D'Emanuele, 55. 
the alleged “financial mind" 
of the mafia in the eastern 
Sicilian city of Catania and 
cousin of jailed boss Be- 
nedetto “Nitto" Santapaolo. 
was arrested in a dawn swoop 
on his bouse outside the city. 

Police said Mr. D'Emanu- 
ele had a stranglehold on 
cemetery plots in Catania 
and dealt in arms and drugs 
trafficking, extortion and 


illegal money lending. He 
had been sought since De- 
cember 1993. 

In a separate operation, in 
the southern mainland region 
of Calabria, police said they 
were searching for alleged 
leading members of the local 
‘Ndranghcta mafia after 
magistrates issued 143 arrest 
warrants. 

Police, who called “Opera- 
tion Galaxy" one of their 
largest mafia crackdowns 
ever, said they had made 
several arrests early Saturday 
in northern, central and 
southern Italy. 

A week ago police arrested 
mafia chief Lcoluca 


Bagarella. brother-in-law of 
jailed mafia godfather Salva- 
tore “Toto" Riina and 
alleged to be one of the heirs 
of cosa nostra. 


Mr. Bagarella. who had 
been at large since 1991, was 
arrested while driving alone 
in the outskirts of the Sicilian 
capital Palermo last 
Saturday. 


Last April, police con- 
ducted an anti-mafia blitz 
across Sicily, arresting 17 
alleged mafiosi in Catania 
and Palermo and charging 32 
jailed mobsters with 17 mur- 
ders and the bombing of a 
television celebrity's villa. 


7 shot in San Francisco’s Chinatown 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
A gunfight between two 
groups of youths erupted on 
the streets of Chinatown Fri- 
day evening, injuring seven 
people, two seriously. 

Shots were fired as one 
group chased another. Police 
Cmdr. Dennis Martel said. 
At least one bystander, a 
woman four months pre- 
gnant. was among the vic- 
tims. 


said. The first group fled, but 
it was not clear which group 
opened fire. 


A 23-ycar-old man shot in 
the abdomen was listed in 
critical condition and a 16- 
ycar-old boy shot in the groin 
was in serious condition at 
San Francisco General Hos- 
pital. 


Four others were in stable 
condition at the hospital, in- 


The other person was 
taken to St. Francis Memo- 
rial Hospital. 

The shooting came a day 
after hundreds marched 
through the nearby Nob Hill 
neighbourhood to protest 
gun violence and remember 
those who died in the city's 
worst shooting massacre two 
years ago. 

9n July 1. 1993, Gian 
Luigi Ferri opened fire at law 


five or six youths standing on 
a corner were approached by 
another group. Cmdr. Martel 


who had gunshot wounds in 
her back and feet, said Dr. 
Steven Hoffmann. 


. - C" ---—1 

eight people and wounding 
six others before killing him- 
self. 


U.S. court moves to right on social issues 


Simpson’s akita. who led pas- 
se rsby to the bodies of the 


sc rsby to the bodies of the 
victims after the murders. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Supreme Court, domin- 
ated by an aggressive con- 
servative majority, has 
moved sharply to the right on 
contentious social issues 
touching everything from stu- 
dent fife to politics and reli- 
gion. 

In the 1994-95 term ending 
Thursday, the conservatives 
with just a 5-to-4 majority in 
a string of rulings, cut back 
historic civil rights protec- 
tions and lowered the tradi- 
tional wall of separation be- 
tween church and slate. 

The nine-member high 
court also upheld drug testing 
.of student-athletes and ruled 
that Congress exceeded its 
legal authority by banning 
guns near schools, a decision 
that may lead to the return of 
more power to the states on 
that issue. 

Legal experts agreed the 
term showed a significant 
shift to the right, but said it 
remained to be seen if the 
court has launched a con- 
servative revolution that will 


cast aside many liberal prece- 
dents from the past 50 years. 

“This term saw a dramatic 
shift with the conservatives 
not only exerting more con- 
trol. but also engaging in 
judicial activism by striking 
down laws and ■policies." 
Georgetown University Jaw 
Professor Louis Michael 
Seidman said. 


He said the coun appeared 
to take not' of the 1994 
election hi which Republi- 
cans regained compete con- 


Antonin Scalia, Clarence 
Thomas and the slightly more 
moderate Anthony Kennedy 
and Sandra Day O’Connor — 
all appointed by Republican 
presidents. 

The more liberal wing is 
made up of justices John Paul 
Stevens. David Souter. Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Stephen 
Brcyer. The latter two were 
chosen by Mr. Clinton. 


trol of Congress from Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton's Demo- 


crats for the first time since 
1954. 


The liberal American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) 
said the court's historic com- 
mitment to racial justice 
"took a severe beating" dur- 
ing the term. 


al vision." said ACLU l.gal 
director Steven Shapiro. 

Conservative court analyst 
Bruce Fein called it one of 
the best terms for conserva- 
tives in several years, but 
said, "it is premature to claim 
a Super Bowl victory." 

He said the court may be 
moving slowly «> restrict 
affirmative action rather than 
abolishing it entirely because 
of the intense political con- 
troversy surrounding the 
issue and in the hope that 
Congress might act on its 
own. 


"Ideas thought to have 
been crackpot a year ago now 
arc in the mainstream," Prof. 
Seidman said, adding that the 
key factor will be how the 
court follows up its rulings 
later. "A lot turns on future 
appointees and the 1996 elec- 
tion," he said. 

The conservative faction 
consists of Chief Justice Wil- 
liam Rehnquist, Justices 


The ACLU denounced de- 
cisions that set tough new 
restrictions on federal 
affirmative action program- 
mes benefiting minorities and 
on the drawing of voting dis- 
tricts based on race. It also 
criticised a school .desegrega- 
tion ruling. 

"The Supreme Court is rc- 
necting the mood of the 
country. It is no longer offer- 
ing the country a higher mor- 


Not all the major decisions 
handed down this term fol- 
lowed .the j 5-4. conservative- 
liberal split. 

The court did strike down 
laws setting term limits for 
members of Congress, a poli- 

ES y J? n,lar idca generally 
backed by conservative Re- 
publicans, and it did preserve 

nl 8 H VC T Cnl,S 

protcrtendangeredspeej^in 

a major victory for environ- 
mentalists. 


Venice begins 
tourist-only * 
ferries 


VENICE, Italy (AP) - 
Same canal, different boats. 
That’s the plan this summer 
for residents and tourists in 


giiy 

»3eat 


an attempt to ease crowding 
aboard the barge-like motor 


collected over time aboard 
Mir. 

The shuttle crew also was 
troubleshooting an apparent 
hardware problem with one 
of five computers. Mission 
control said loss of the com- 
puter would have no impact- 
on the mission. 

In the gift exchange, the 
space travellers unwrapped 
presents one by one. . 


dwai- o 

vessels used as public trans- 
portation. Beginning Satur- 
day, Venetians and viators 
will have different boarding 
points for the boats, or 
“vaporetti.” on two of the 
busiest routes: To the Rialto 
Bridge area in the centre of 
Venice and Piazzale Roma, 
at the end of tbe causeway 
from the mainland. The 
change, which remains in 
effect until September, is in- 
tended to provide less- 
crowded boats for residents 
who rely on the vessels every- 
day. transportation officials 
said. Service in other parts of 
the canal-laced city should 
not be affected. It is the 
second recent change in op- 
erations on the canals. Ear- 
lier this month, four motor- 
powered gondolas were 
approved because of waves 
caused by heavy boat traffic 
on the main canals. 
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You’re a man 
doctors tell 
married woman 


White carnations from 
Shuttle Commander Robert 
Gibson for the three men 
who had been in Mir for 105 
days-watches for the Atlantis 
crew from Vladimir Dezhur- 
ov, outgoing commander of 
the Mir whose 33rd birthday 
is Friday. 

The crews then followed, 
the tradition set during the 
only other spacecraft merger, 
the Apollo-Soyuz linkup of 
20 years ago, and joined two 
halves of a medallion the size 
of a salad plate. 


BEIJING (R) — Doctors ra 
China's central Hunan pro- 
vince have told a 26-year-old 
married woman she is actual- 
ly a man with a rare genetic 
disorder, the Xinhua News 
Agency said Friday. Li 
sought doctors at the Hunan 
Medical University earlier 
this month because she had 
no menses and could not con- 
ceive, the agency said. The 
doctors discovered that, 
according to Li's chromo- 
some make-up. she was 
actually male, though a mis- 
sing gene caused her to 
appear female, it said. Li's is 
the first such known case in 
China, it said. Xinhua quoted 
experts as saying Li’s female 
features were not pro- 
nounced and that her uterus 
resembled that of a five-year- 
old. Doctors are treating Li 
with the female hormone 
Estrogen, it said. 


Surgeon blames 
botched surgery 
for having 
wrong patient 


NEW- YORK (AP) — A 

E rominent brain surgeon says* 
e accidentally operated on* 
the healthy ride of the brain 
of the mother of India's top 
film star because he had $ 
wrong patient. “Though t/Ls • 
was a terrible tragedy, it was 
a result of misco mm unica- 
tion, not careless surgery,” 
Ehud Arbit said m a state-’ 
ment given to New York 
Newsday by his lawyer, 
David Hoffman. The surgery 
last month at Memorial 
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Cen- 
tre was on the healthy right 
temporal brain lobe of Rajes- 
wan Ayyapan, mother of In- 
dian film star Sridevi. Mrs. 
Ayyappan had flown to the 
cancer for surgery on a malig- 
nant tumour on the opposite 
temporal lobe. Mrs. Ayyap- 
pan, 59. later had the correct 
surgery at New York Hospit- 
al. where she is in stable 
condition and receiving 
radiation treatments. Dr. 
Arbit has since been sus- 
pended from performing 
surgery at Memorial Sloan- 
Kettering. Mr. Hoffman said 
the mixup started on May 25, 
when Mrs. Ayyappan first 
arrived in New York. She 
had been referred to a col- 
league of Dr. Arbit who was 
unable to treat her and sent 
the rase to Dr. Arbit, Mr.- 
Hoffrnan told Newsday. Hifit 1 
attorney says Dr. Arbit ■ 
not know Mrs: Ayyappan 
had been referred to him. 
Shortly before Mr. Ayyappan 
came to New York, another 
colleague of Dr. Arbit bad 
asked him to examine di- 
agnostic film of another pa- 
tient from India, hospital 
sources told Newsday. The 
paper said that man’s last 
name is “Gupta." The film 
showed Mr, Gupta had a 
malignant brain tumour of 
the right temporal lobe. But 
Dr. Arbit advised his col- 
league to tell Mr. Gupta not 
to come to New York be- 
cause the tumour was so far 
advanced . the paper said. On 
May 25, when Mrs. Ayyap- 
pan and her family went tb 
Dr. Arbu’s office at the bos- 
P 1 *"* someone on the doo 
tor s staff told him “tbe ps* 
ti.ent from India” had ar- 
rived Mr. Hoffman »W 
News^y. Dr Arbittheainet 
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Grachev survives but faces battle for job 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev's dose personal ties 
with President Boris Yeltsin 
have saved his skin for now 
buttbe architect of Moscow’s 
Chechenya campaign may 
still face a battle to survive. 

Mr. Yeltsin sacked four 
top officials Friday over a 
Woody hostage taking in the 
southern town of Buden- 


a Ocif.i 
c! I 

6 ' tsuy deputies' calls for Gen. 
Grachev to be axed and the 
ihi J ■■ 'minister’s own offer to resign' 
3 53 a ^ _ over the crisis and the broad- 
er campaign in rebel 
Chechenya. 

4 C j “He is still needed by the 
sa^.’ / president,” said Sergei 


# Hi; it : ' .novsfc but ignored parliamen- 


‘ J :c li tC '• 


S2;J Xsag* 7' speaking shortly after the 
.■‘government had survived a 
’’’* no-confidence 


■i^k 
-e* 


? onbiamei 

edsuip/y 


vote in the 
/ State Duma lower house of 
7' parliament. 

,* Mr. Yeltsin owes Gen. 
; 'Grachev, who has risen 
J through the ranks from para- 
trooper to four-star general, 
an enormous political debt. 
The 47-year-old Afghan 


Yeltsin during a failed coup 
against last Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Au- 
gust 1991 and backed him in 
October 1993, ordering his 
tanks, albeit after long hesita- 
tion, to blast Mr. Yeltsin's 
hardline opponents in the 
White House parliament 
building. 

Mr. Yeltsin has been keen 
to court the army, mindful of 
the influence it has had and 
could have again on Russian 
politics. 

“The president is afraid to 
destabilise the army. Gen. 
Grachev has created a com- 
mand structure by now and 
ail the top generals were 
appointed by nun,” said Ale- 


“If he is replaced by a 
prominent figure, the com- 
mand structure would be 
changed and Yeltsin didn’t 
want that. 

Bat other deputies said 
time may be running out for 
Gen. Grachev, whom Mr. 
Yeltsin has called “the best 
defence minister Russia or 


war veteran supported Aft-, Soviet Union ever had.” 


The chaotic Chechenya 
campaign, in which 
thousands of people have 
been killed in more than six 
months of fighting, is highly 
unpopular and wass one of the 
key reasons why the Duma 
passed an earlier vote of no 
confidence in the government 
on June 21. 

“I think Grachev is 
doomed but he will be 
needed as a big sacrifice for 
Chechenya, not just for 
Budennovsk. He will be sack- 
ed shortly before the pres- 
idential elections,” said 
Vyacheslav Nikonov of the 
centrist Pres Faction. 

Reformist former Acting 
Premier Yegor Gaidar said 
his Russia's Choice bloc still 
wanted Gen. Grachev to be 
sacked. 

“We think it is necessary 
for military reform,” he said. 

Bnt Gen. Grachev is pro- 
ving to be a great survivor. 

Even before the Chechen 
campaign began in Decem- 
ber, Gen. Grachev faced calls 
to quit with analysts saying 
army morale was low. 

The cries intensified last 
October after Dmitry Kholo- _ 
dov, a Moscow newspaper j 


journalist, was blown up 
while investigating corrup- 
tion in the army and among 
top Russian officials. Gen. 
Grachev denied involvement 
in corruption or Kholodov’s 
death. 

In February, Mr. Yeltsin 
sacked a deputy defence 
minister closely associated 
with Gen. Grachev and spe- 
culation grew that the minis- 
ter would also go. 

But he stayed and despite 
criticism at home and abroad, 
his troops have crushed most 
rebel resistance in 
'Chechenya. It was a 
confident-looking Grachev 
who called at a military para- 
de marking the end of World 
War II in Europe for spend- 
ing on the armed forces to be 
boosted. 

Reports emerged around 
that time that Mr. Yeltsin 
was about to make Gen. 
Grachev Russia’s first mar- 
shal. 

Many deputies and 
analysts say Mr. Yeltsin and 
Gen. Grachev are bound 
together by the blood spilt in 
1993 and by dose personal 
friendship. ... . ; 


) Patient 

C'RK .A?;-. 

> •‘sersHd: 

’iersfh icir 
*^ 3 ase tor had r 
»” "Tkafie 
& bseo.lt 
■■ .TiscjnaaiE: 
xztixs sept, 

' Si« j in a D 
1 :: Sm h 
h h:s bw 
tjsi The sap 
1 si Mean 
nr; Cancer Os 
■j)i health) nc 
st. ^x of’fcf 
j. ariwr oit 
ir Srrffvi. Me 
jd £i»r w e 
-jrrv m 2 nv3& 

Sp as off* 

i Ats. .W 
hschsans 
•A laiH tap 

i u 1 n fflJ 
<>- rfcfi'ii 
iT-snts O’ 
ics c*«o 
p-rfornaa" 

anil/ ^ 
Kcffiaan & 

^aprufl 5 s 

/ York 9f 

•;« to & •* 

rjl(f ft'iV * I 

snd & I 
-Vbit. Jfc*’ 
jnsday. W? 

• Art® 
.\YV3pft I 
-f ro fu®- i 
A.vyapp® 

"a. snort® 

Art® 
amine 
xithrr ft 
hospiw 
dsv. Tb e 
an's & 

Tne fil® 

1 had \ 

0*** 

?be- 
bii **' 

•ps n° l 
lark 'to- 

-id-On 
VvaT 
:#* t0 

•hi W 
7 ”2' 

fed H 
!0W 

;hgc 

,i. tor 

J“ d .£ 
tfia 

•an 

Bj 

weff- 
ny & 


Mavenck Russian general begins political career 


• MOSCOW (AP) — Aiexan- 
> der Lebed, one of Russia’s 
.- most popular generals, 
. headed for Moscow Friday 
->and a new career in politics 
: could soon blossom into 
presidential campaign. 
y Gen^ Lebed will take up 
-.new duties in the Russian 
.cental as deputy chairman of 
' the Congress of Russian 

■ Communities, a party dedi- 
. cared to protecting the 25 
-'million ethnic Russians in 
"■•neighbouring countries that 

were once part of the Soviet 
‘■Union. 

Although the Congress has 
a distinctly nationalist plat- 
- form, Gen. Lebed's views on 

- -many pressing political issues 

■ are still unknown. He calls 

- himself a centrist. 

\ Gen. Lebed resigned bis 
•command last month rather 
-'than oversee the dismantling 
-'of his- beloved 14th Army. 
His- staunch patriotism, 
plain-spoken manner and 
reputation as a tough com- 
mander have given him broad 
appeal, especially among 
‘•Russians longing for a firm 
hand to impose order on Rus- 
sia’s : post-Soviet chaos and 


restore national pride. 

“We have everything: A 
rich land that covers an 
eighth of the globe, uncount- 
able natural resources. And 
we’ve lived like swine for 
decades,” Gen. Lebed said in 
a televirion interview Friday, 
vowing to change things. 

A career military man not 
known for his political 
sophistication, Gen. Lebed 
said Friday he’s considering a 
run for the presidency in 
1996. 

Polls indicate he is already 
one of Russia's more popular 
public figures. Insiders say he 
is already the Candida te-in- 
waiting most feared by long- 
established politicians and a 
wild card in the electoral 
deck. 

The 45-year-old paratroop- 
er became a national hero 
three years ago when he took 
command of the 14th Army 
in the breakaway Trans- 
Dniester region of Moldova, 
a former Soviet republic 
bordering Hungary, and en- 
ded a civil war. 

When Defence Minister 
Pavel Grachev decided to cot 
the Russian contingent in 


Moldova, Gen. Lebed ten- 
dered his resignation. 

He insists a pullout could 
• reignite the dvfl war, in part 
because the 14tfa’s immense 
arsenal might fell into the 
wrong hands as troop 
strength shrinks. 

“The entire army would 
have to load freight trains for 
22 months without stopping 
to remove all the aims and 
ammunition,” be told repor- 
ters as he left Tiraspol, capit- 
al of the breakaway rejpon 
and headquarters of the 14th 
Army. 

The 14th Army consists of 
about 10,000 troops, mast of 
them conscripted locally by 
Gen. Lebed despite protests 
from the Defence Ministry. 
“I only maintained combat 
strength,” Gen. Lebed in- 
sisted. 

The day after Gen. Lebed 
gave up his command, the 
ministry ordered the 14th 
Array to begin returning its 
hundreds of thousands of 
weapons and hundreds of 
thousands of tons of ammuni- 
tion back to Moscow. 

Within the troubled ranks 
of Russia's post-Soviet army. 


Gen. Lebed is a hero for 
speaking out. Everything 
from the corrupt brass to the 
handling of the war in 
Chechenya to the policies of 
the president has aroused his 
ire. 

He and Gen. Grachev, 
once old army buddies, be- 
came bitter enemies. “There 
is no room for me in 
Grachev’s army,” Gen. 
Lebed said Friday. “That’s 
for sure.” 

For a long time. President 
Boris Yeltsin backed Gen. 
Lebed in his sparring with 
Gen. Grachev — even when 
Gen. Lebed publicly conde- 
mned the president as a 
“min os” for Russia. 

Some observers speculated 
that Mr. Yeltsin felt safer 
with Gen. Lebed, a potential 
campaign rival, confined 
within the ranks of the army 
rather than loose on the poli- 
tical scene. 

When Mr. Yeltsin 
accepted Gen. Lebed’s res- 
ignation on June 14, the re- 
spected daily newspaper 
Siegodnya called it political 
“suicide.” 


Mandela urges Inkatha, ANC end violence 


(&klETERM ARIT2B UR G , 
South Africa (R) — Presi- 
’ dent Nelson Mandela, at the 
funeral of an old comrade in 
the -Zulu heartland, urged 
supporters of his African 
National Congress (ANC) 
and the rival Inkatha Free- 
dom Party Saturday to end 
political .violence. - 
; “There are too many 
orphans and widows. Fresh 
graves litter the hills and val- 
leys. Families are torn 
apart,” Mr. Mandela told 
several thousand mourners at 
the funeral of ANC veteran 
Harry Gwala in Kwazulu- 
Natal province. 

• “Now is the time to change 
all this? Nothing, absolutely 
nothing, must be spared to 
ensure that life, limb and 
property are protected.” 

At least .11,000 people 
have been killed in a decade 
pf political fighting between 
supporters of the ANC and 
those of the Zulu-based 1FP- 
The IFP, which rules in 
Kwazufu-Natal, is a junior 
partner in Mr. Mandela's 
f ^ coalition government but is at 
loggerheads wife the ANC 
over demands -for greater 
provincial powers. 

. Mr. Mandela said the 
greatest enemy of the people 
of Rwaznlu-Natal was politic- 


al violence. 

“I call with all humility on 
members of the ANC and 
IFP, the church, youth, intel- 
lectuals and business. Every- 
body must now stand up and 
fight for peace and unity. To 
the youth, it is your future 
that is being destroyed. You 
• can't allow political leaders to 
destroy your future. 

“Both in the ANC and IFP 
are decent people... let us 
forget everything and stand 
‘up and unite and fight for 
these things (development),” 
Mr. Mandela said. 

About 5.000 people lis- 
tened as Mr. Mandela paid 
tribute to Gwala at the 
heavily-guarded Jan Smuts 
Stadium, in the city of Pieter- 
maritzburg. 

Armed police and soldiers 
said they were not taking 
chances with Mr. Mandela’s 
security and mourners were 
searched for weapons as they 
arrived at the stadium. 

Gwala, a Stalinist and 
hardline member of ANC 
and- the South African Com- 
munist Party, died from heart 
failure last week at the age of 
74. 

“Our ranks have been rob- 
bed of the company of a 
unique revolutionary, an 
. honest comrade .whose ton- 


gue was as sharp as his agile 
mind,” Mr. Mandela said. 

Gwala spent two prison 
terms with Mr. Mandela, 76, 
on Robben Island -for his 
involvement in the military 
struggle to topple South Afri- 
ca’s former apartheid govern- 
ment. * 

“(He) has left a void that 
will be difficult to fill,’’ Mr. 
Mandela said, referring to 
the mao dubbed the “lion of 
■the midlands” for his fiery 
rhetoric and opposition to the 
old apartheid order and his 
political foes in Inkatha. 

He said Gwala was brave 
and blunt in dealing with the 
defenders of apartheid, “but 
he was equally honest and 
blunt in raising issues within 
file ranks of the liberation 
movement.” 

Gwala’s simple coffin, 
guarded by several men in 
the uniform of tile ANCs 
former armed wing, 
Uznkhonro We Sizwe (Spear 
of the Nation), was decorated 
with a single wreath of flow- 
ers. 

Later Saturday, President 
Mandela left for Japan and 
South Korea on a mission to 
sell the new South Africa and 
to assure business .and gov- 
ernment his post-apartheid 
rainbow nation was investor- 


friendly. 

Japanese and Korean di- 
plomats expected the visits 
would strengthen expanding 
ties, with Japan already 
South Africa's biggest aid 
donor. 

In Tokyo, a Japanese offi- 
cial said: “President Mande- 
la’s visit wilt be a symbolic 
event marking the beginning 
of Japan’s new relations with 
South Africa and all African 
nations.” 

Besides formal state func- 
tions, Mr. Mandela — on his 
third trip to Japan since 1990 
— will attend lunches hosted 
by business leaders in Tokyo 
and Seoul. He is being 
accompanied by Trade and 
Industry Minister Trevor 
Manuel and Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo. 

He will meet Japanese 
leaders including Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Murayama 
and Emperor Akihito. 

Diplomatic sources said 
Mr. Mandela was dis- 
appointed during his last visit 
in 1991 at the Japanese gov- 
ernment’s then refusal to pro- 
vide funds to the ANC be- 
cause it said it financially 
aided governments not poli- 
tical parties. 


24 rescued from collapsed 
S. Korean department store 


SEOUL (AP) — Greased 
down with vegetable oil and 
liquid soap, 24 survivors 
slithered to safety Saturday', 
more than 51 hours after 
being trapped beneath tonnes 
of debris from a collapsed 
shopping mall. 

As night fell, feverish work 
continued to save more than 
two dozen people from three 
other pockets and search for 
more survivors. Cranes and 
other heavy equipment that 
had been removing heavy 
concrete slabs were stilled 
out of fear the shaky rubble 
could cave in. 

A five-sioiy vying of Sam- 
poong Department Store col- 
lapsed Thursday, killing at 
leasr 113 people, injuring 910 
and leaving 246 unaccounted 
for. About 60 people had 
been rescued earlier. 

• Mostly contract cleaners 
for the ritzy store, the 24 
people who were pulled out 
by rope, then carried by 
stretcher or piggyback by res- 
cuers, had survived together 
in a dressing room in the 
third basement of the shop- 
ping complex. 

Once they were detected, 
it took rescue workers 13 
hours to painstakingly dear a 
hole through the jumble of 
concrete slabs and iron rods, 
using electric saws, torches 
and car jacks and their hands. 

While they waited, a long 
steel pipe was sent down to 
provide fresh air, water and 
food. 

The 10 men and 14 women 
were all believed to be in 
their 40s apd 50s. One was 
reported to/slightly injured, 
but the others said they were 
largely unscathed. 

The first two to emerge 
were greeted by applause and 
cheers from hundreds of 
family members and repor- 
ters. 

They were all taken to 
waiting ambulances, many- 
shielding their eyes or cover- 
ing them with towels against 
the sudden glare of flood- 
lamps and photographers' 
strobes. The sound of sirens 
filled the night. 

Officials blamed the disas- 
ter on staoddy/construction . 
Four, executivei/of the shop- 
ping-complex were arrested 
Saturday night on negligence 
charges. Police had said they 
knew the top floor was 
crumbling hours before the 
disaster but decided not to 
dose and left without warn- 
ing anyone. 

Yonhap TV reported 22 
people remained in one pock- 
et in the third basement. Res- 


cue workers earlier had 
found five people alive in two 
different pockets in the base- 
ment of the complex's other 
wing, which also was heavily 
damaged. 

The Red Cross asked rela- 
tives to provide the numbers 
of pagers or cellular phones 
that the missing may have 
been carrying. It hoped that 
rescuers or sound detectors 
could hear the devices beep- 
ing, even if the owners were 
unconscious. 

Among the missing was 
Frank Bakes, a 58-year-old 
power-plant engineer from 
Oradell, New Jersey, who 
had gone to the mall just 
before the collapse to shop. 
Also missing were an uniden- 
tified 35-yea r-ord French 
businessman and a 45-year- 
old Taiwanese chef. 

Officials had almost aban- 
doned hope of finding more 
survivors Saturday, after 
thick plumes of toxic smoke 
from fires set off by crushed 
cars in the basement parking 
lots blanketed the lower 
reaches of the nibble. 

They later discovered that 
the fire started in the second 
basement parking lot. The 
smoke rose through the rub- 
ble, raising the possibility of 
more survivors in the third 
and fourth basements, offi- 
cials said. 

Tales of dramatic rescues 
and tragedies filled newspap- 
ers and television reports. 
Funeral services were held 
Saturday for three victims. 

Rob Sung-Eun was to have 
married Saturday. Dis- 
traught. she instead was run- 
ning from hospital to hospital 
for word about her missing 
fiance. 

‘Tin almost crazy,” Ms. 
Rob said, her eyes reddened 
and her voice cracked after 
constant sleeplessness. 

Ms. Roh, 26, was delighted 
when her fiance, Kim Sung- 
Hwan, 30, a student at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, took her to the 
department store Thursday 
to do shopping for their up- 
coming wedding. 

As they were about to 
leave, Kim asked her to wait 
a few minutes, saying he for- 
got to buy something. It was 
the last time she saw him. 

Her father, Roh Jong- 
Sang. a lawyer, Saturday cal- 
led each of the guests invited 
to the wedding to notify them 
that the ceremony was “just 
postponed, not cancelled.” „ . 

“I still believe he will come 
bade alive,” he said, his voice 
choked with emotion. 


Late Friday, a 40-year-old 
high school teacher was res- 
cued, 27 hours after he was 
trapped, during which he en- 
trusted a last will to a stran- 
ger nearby. 

“I don't know whether I 
am alive or dreaming,*' the 
teacher. Hong Sung-Tae, 
smiling, cold reporters from a 
hospital bed. “I experienced 
what my mother told me 
when 1 was young: ‘Where 
.there is a will, there is a 
way.”* 

Mr. Hong, convinced he 
was going to die, asked a 
woman trapped nearby to 
find two trankbooks in his 
school desk and hand them to 
his wife and son. The woman 
was rescued earlier. 

• Mr. Hong’s was one of 
about 40 dramatic rescues of 
bloodied and battered victims 
Friday. Four people were res- 
cued Saturday morning. 

High-tech sound equip- 
ment donated by the U.S. 
military arrived from Hawaii 
and was put to work Satur- 
day, trying to detect other 


survivor beneath the tangled 
debris. Other detectors had 
come from Japan Friday 
evening. 

Relatives posted notices on 
hospital wails with photos 
and descriptions of the mis- 
sing. 

President Kim Young- Sam 
visited the site and ordered 
renewed safety checks on 
high-rises and other large 
buildings. . 

“I cannot stop feeling 
grief,” President Kim said, 
after visiting the rite. 

Some 40,000 people shop-, 
ped daily at the bright pink. 
556-shop complex, comprised 
of two wings connected by a 
three-story lobby and four 
levels underground. It was 
built on a slope over a former 
garbage dump. 

It was the latest in a string 
of accidents attributed to slip- 
shod workmanship. 

Two deadly gas explosions 
this year killed 113 people, 
and a bridge collapse in Seoul 
last October killed another 
32. 



South Korean rescue workers remove the wreckage from the 
collapsed Sampoong Department Store as they search for 
survivors (AFP photo) 


Major, Redwood woo doubters in leadership fight 


LONDON (R) — John Ma- 
jor and John Redwood Satur- 
day sought to woo the waver- 
ers and doubters in -the Con- 
servative leadership election 
as a survey of party suppor- 
ters gave the British prime 
minister a resounding vote of 
confidence. 

With only three days to go 
before members of parlia- 
ment vote in a secret ballot 
•for the man they want to lead 
the party and the country, 
Mr. Redwood denied claims 
that his low tax, anti-Europe 
campaign was losing momen- 
tum. 

Mr. Redwood, until last 
Monday a cabinet minister, 
has yet to prove that his 
appeal reaches beyond a 
small circle of disaffected 
Conservatives opposed to 


Britain ever joining a single 
European currency. 

But he said Saturday many 
of his supporters were wary 
of declaring themselves. 

“We are getting a lot of 
private indications of sup- 
port from across the party,” 
Mr. Redwood told BBC 
Radio. 

“I think you will find that 
many more will decide they 
would like to vote for me but 
they won’t necessarily come 
out in public in support,” he 
said. 

A survey carried out by the 
BBC showed Saturday that 
93 per cent of the heads of 
Conservative local party 
associations backed Mr. Ma- 
jor, while only 6 per cent 
supported Mr. Redwood. 


But a disturbing 40 per 
cent believed Mr. Major 
would fail to secure the sup- 
port of some 100 MPs or 
more. 

Mr. Major needs the back- 
ing of 165 of the 329 Con- 
servative members of parlia- 
ment and a margin of 50 
votes over Mr. Redwood to 
win outright Tuesday's first 
secret ballot. 

Political commentators say 
however he would be fatally 
damaged whatever the for- 
mal outcome if more than 100 
MPs abstained or voted 
against him. 

Mr. Major, who threw 
down the election challenge 
saying he wanted to clear the 
afr after years of in-fighting, 
has turned tough in his cam- 


paign. 

/‘People have been asking 
for'a lead. They are going to 
get one,” he said on Friday. 

“There will be no tolerance 
for this nonsense any longer. 
They know only too well 
where I am going and I am 
inviting them to follow. I 
think they will,” Mr. Major 
added. 

But with the Conservatives 
currently some 30 points be- 
hind the opposition Labour 
Party in opinion polls, Mr. 
Redwood has appealed 
directly to MPs who fear for 
their re-election chances. 

His office dispatched leaf- 
lets to all MPs Saturday 
saying “save your seat, save 
, your party and save your 
country — vote John Red- 
wood.” 


Rwandan Hutus accuse Kigali of gross violations 


NAIROBI (R) — A new 
party for Rwandan Hutu re- 
fugees Saturday accused the. 
Tutsi-led government in 
Kigali of gross human rights 
violations against Hutus and 
called on the worid commun- 
ity to pressure Rwanda into 
dialogue with it. 

But at its first news confer- 
ence in Kenya since it was set 
up in April, the Rally for the 
Return and Democracy in 
Rwanda fRDR) also ruled 
out a violent return to the 
tiny central African nation 
saying that would plunge 
Rwanda into more chaos. 

“The continuing gross 
violations of human rights in 
Rwanda has been confirmed 
by, among others, human' 
rights groups,” RDR Vice 
President Claver 
Kanyarushoki told reporters. 


“There are a lot of inci- 
dents of extra-judicial execu- 
tions. Arbitrary arrests and 
overcrowding of prisons and 
victimisations of Hutus trying 
to reclaim their property,” he 
added. 

Mr. Kanyarushoki said 
RDR, based in the Zairean 
region of Goma where many 
Hutu refugees are, estimated 
up to 100,000 Hutus had been 
detained in filthy over- 
crowded prisons in Rwanda 
after last year's civil war and 
genocidal killings. 

Aid workers' and human 
rights groups estimate over 
40,000 are being held by the 
Tutsi-dominated Rwanda 
Patriotic Front (RPF) army 
which took power last July 
after driving the Hutu army 
into exile in Burundi, Tanza- 


nia ana Zaire. 

The government in Kigali 
says only isolated cases of 
killings by its troops have 
taken place, despite a mas- 
sacre at Kibebo refugee camp 
which killed up to 2,000 re- 
fugees. 

Over two million Hutus 
fled between April and July 
last year, saying they feared 
being killed in revenge for 
the genocide of up to one 
million Tutsis and Hutu mod- 
erates by Hutu troops and 
militiamen. 

Mr. Kanyarushoki de- 
scribed the situation in re- 
fugee camps in Burundi, Tan- 
zania and Zaire as desperate 
with food rations cut to their 
lowest while Hutu refugees in 
Burundi had become victims 
in the country’s Hutu rebel- 
lion against the Tutsi army. 


The Paris-based politician 
denied reports that Hutus 
were rearming and training, 
ready for a violent return. 

“RDR has twice refuted 
these reports, whose sole aim 
was to prepare the interna- 
tional community to accept 
lifting the arms embargo im- 
posed on Kigali by the Un- 
ited Nations in May 1994,” 
he said. 

Mr. Kanyarushoki called 
on the international com- 
munity to pressure Kigali into 
talks with the RDR and for ft 
to enact confidence building 
measures to enable the return 
of refugees. 

Kigali has repeatedly re- 
fused to negotiate with what 
it says are former officials, 
many of whom it accused of 
helping to organise the geno- 
cide. 


Pope calls for greater church role in politics 


BRATISLAVA (R) — Pope 
John Paul, anxious to rebuild 
Catholic influence in Eastern 
Europe after 40 years of com- 
munism, told Slovak bishops 
Saturday to prepare for grea- 
ter church involvement in 
politics. 

“Due attention must be 
given to (the laity’s) training 
for soda! and political in- 


volvement through the diffu- 
sion and study... of the 
church's social doctrine," he 
told the Slovak Bishop’s Con- 
ference during a visit to Slo- 
.vakia. 

Hie Communists set about 
dismantling Catholic power 
as soon as they took over 
Eastern and Central Europe 
in the late 1940s. . 


Only in the Pope’s native 
Poland did the church remain 
powerful and since the 1989 
fall of communism it has set 
about regaining influence 
throughout the former East 
Bloc. 

“Just as you helped your 
people to withstand the 
attacks on atheistic commun- 
ism, now you need to be 


concerned to offer adequate 
means for them to defend 
themselves against today's 
enemies,” the Pope said. 

He told the bishops, who 
met him m the western pil- 
grim town of Sastin, that 
those enemies included reli- 
gious indifference, consumer- 
ism and hedonism. 
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Where multilateralism fits 


INTERNATIONAL MARKETS have 
yet to decide whether to celebrate or 
mourn the recent agreement between 
the U.S. and Japan on car and auto- 
parts sales. The concerned interna- 
tional community is still busy digesting 
the fine print in the agreement struck 
at the eleventh hour in Geneva last 
week. 


But it is evident that the initial 
euphoria generated by the accord soon 
gave way to lukewarm support since 
the implications for both nations, not 
to mention other industrial countries, 
have yet to be totally assessed. ' 


One thing, though, is clear: The 
ramifications of the deal on the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) is any- 
thing but comforting. Instead of set- 
tling an international trade crisis with- 
in WTO, Washington insisted on re- 
solving its dispute with Tokyo on 
bilateral basis. This by-passing of mul- 
tilateralism cannot be good news for 
WTO. There are signs that the prece- 
dent set by the Geneva agreement 
could be repeated by the U.S. in other 
areas. 


International financial issues affect- 
ing world banking, so far pursued by 
the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, are being negotiated 
once again on a country by country 
basis. 


This phenomenon has led many 
capitals to accuse Washington of using 
multilateralism only when it suits its 
purposes and of adopting direct un- 
ilateral methods when resort to inter- 
national law contradicts its interest. 
The U.S., the superpower of the day 
and the bearer of the ideals that 
brought the U.N. into being in the first 
place, needs to show the rest of the 
world that adherence to international 
legitimacy is the order of the day. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustoor Saturday urged the 
government to slow down the process of normalisation of 
ties with Israel and demand that the Israelis show similar 
flexibility in dealing with Jordan. Taher Adwan said no 
matter how fast the governments measures are to repeal 
laws that help speed up normalisation and no matter how 
skilful it is in applying cosmetics to make the peace treaty 
more acceptable to us. the Israelis remain adamant in their 
position and are still fortified behind their ideological, 
security and racist walls. While thousands of Israelis are 
allowed to roam through Jordanian archaeological sites and 
towns. Jordanians have no access to Israel as tourists, and 
while Isrucii ministers offer us smiles as they shake hands 
«ith the Arab negotiators. Israeli generals hold tightly on 
to their security files and stick hard to their positions with 
regard to security and their dealings with Arabs, said the 
wntcT. He said all this is increasing the bitterness in the 
hearts of the Arab masses and cementing rather than 
bringing down the psychological barriers between the two 
sides. 


A WRITER in Al Ra’i blamed Sudan for the present 
explosive situation at its borders with Egypt in the wake of 
the attempt on the life of the Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. The Sudanese government should have promptly 
condemned the attack in Addis Ababa so as to defuse the 
situation and should have pledged to try those who might 
prove to be involved in the assassination attempt, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi. He said that the Sudanese leaders 
realise loo well their country’s sensitive relations with 
Egypt and should have acted more logically vis-a-vis this 
incident so as to ease the situation. He said, Sudan ought to 
have condemned terrorist actions of any kind. On the other 
hand, the Egyptians seem to have irrefutable proof of 
Sudan's involvement in the conspiracy as it revealed the 
name of the Sudanese national who it accused of having 
masterminded the attack, continued the writer. He said 
that the evidence about Sudan's complicity as claimed by 
Cairo has no doubt inflamed the situation and rekindled 
the old dispute on the common border at Halayeb district, 
expressing regret over the deteriorating situation at the 
borders, the writer said the two leaderships ought to take 
every possible measure to avert any military confrontation 
that would not be of benefit to any side. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Al Fanek 


Joining the WTO is best 
alternative for Jordan 


WHEN IT comes to the existence and functioning of the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), better known as 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), we 
have no choice. The organisation does exist and fundion. 
with over 125 member countries responsible for nearly 90 


per cent of the world export and import market. 
It is not therefore fruitful to cry to determine wl 


It is not therefore fruitful to cry to determine whether 
WTO by itself is useful or harmful to Jordan, whether it is 
designed to favour industrialised countries or developing 
countries or, for that matter, whether the Kingdom shall 
benefit or suffer because of its role- in international trade. 

Whether we like it or not, the organisation is there, in 
full operation, and we should deal with it as given. The only 
option we have is either to join the organisation or stay 
beyond its domain. 

At least two negative results will occur to us shortly, due 
to the new international arrangement; The erosion of the 
relative advantage accorded to our exports in the markets 
of Europe and the United States, in the form of reduced 
customs taxes, and the expected rise of food prices 
imported from the industrialised countries due to their 
commitment under WTO to reduce subsidies to their 
farmers, which will naturally result in less products and 
higher prices. It is obvious that irrespective of whether 
Jordan joins WTO or refrains from accepting its mem- 
bership, we cannot escape these negative consequences. 

The question then is whether we shoflld join to avail 
ourselves of the advantages of membership, including 
opening the world markets for our exports without 


discrimination, or stay out and suffer in silence. In other 
words, we should ask ourselves if we are interested in being 
part of the international markets or isolate ourselves and 
withdraw from these markets, and try to achieve self- 
sufficiency in its narrowest meaning, an objective which 
even great powers with vast resources failed to achieve. 
Doing without free exchange of goods and services with the 
outside world is impossible for a small and open country 
like Jordan, and is not an option to be considered. 

Without GATT/WTO the developing countries would be 
obliged to compete with the industrialised countries on 
equal footing and the failure is a foregone conclusion. 
GATT/WTO granted developing countries certain advan- 
tages, such as giving them ten years to adjust with the new 
regulations and restrictions at case, against only one year 
given to (he industrialised countries. The developing 
countries will also be allowed to maintain a higher customs 
tax on imports than the industrialised countries, to protect 
their emerging industries. 

When 90 per cent of the world trade is organised in a 
certain manner for the mutual interest of partners, the 
staying behind the international family and the loss of 
export markets amount to economic and political suicide. 

We do not have to determine whether the benefits of 
joining GATT/WTO arc good enough to justify our 
application for accession to the organisation. What is 
important is that we have to determine whether we can 
afford to stay away and bear the consequences of isolation 
for ideological considerations. 


The looming crisis over the 


Tigris- Euphrates waters 


By Hugh Pope 


SINCE APRIL 11, the first 
stream of brown water has 
been flowing down a 
concrete-lined canal from 
Turkey's gigantic Southeast 
Anatolian Project (GAP) 
into the fields of the Harran 
plain. It is but relative trickle 
as yet, a mere two per cent of 
the flow of the River Eup- 
hrates. But in time, Turkey 
plans to take atTeast a third 
of the river. And some be- 
lieve Turkish water project 
could even reduce its flow by 
half. The Turks are unremit- 
ting in their determination to 
complete the biggest en- 
gineering project in the his- 
tory of the republic, despite 
the cost and constant delays. 
The consequences to down- 
stream states will be major, 
to say the least. And a crisis is 
inevitable if no sense of coop- 
eration can be fostered be- 
tween the states of the Tigris- 
Euphrates basin: Principally 
Turkey, Iraq and Syria. 

It is little help to Iraq or 
Syria that they have been the 
principal beneficiaries of the 
two great rivers since antiqui- 
ty. (Iran also contributes nine 
per cent of water that flows 
into the Tigris and a few dry 
wadis slope into the Eup-’ 
hrates basin from Saudi Ara- 


even 500 m 3 per seconds is 
too much. Such hawks on 
water policy insist that real 
guarantees would betray the 
interests of their grandchil- 
dren. Considering possible 
fluctuations in rainfall and 
climate — the flow of the 
Nile, for instance, is sharply 
lower than it was at the turn 
of the century — there is a 
logic in their position. 


Regardless of the details of 
this debate, what will hart the 
Arab states downstream is 
that until now Turkey has 
made only superficial use of 
the water. According to a 
definitive new survey of Mid- 
dle Eastern water politics of 
Nurit Kliot. a professor of 
geography at Haifa Universi- 
ty in Israel, Turkey currently 
takes off just 1.8 km 3 . Syria 
and Iraq use far more, re- 
spectively about 5 and 14 
km 3 . Any visitor to the GAP 
project area cannot doubt the 
Turks’ determination to cany 
out their plans to make full 
use of the water that they 
control. 


they seem unlikely to hinder 
the project's progress, parti- 
cularly in the main western 
area around the Ataturk 
Dam and Urfa. Military 
pressure over the past years 
has pushed the Kurdish 
Labour's Party (PKK) back 
into the mountains to the 
east. A few soldiers guard the 
dams against attack, but Urfa 
has all the trappings of a 
boom town, even if many of 
the new arrivals are potential 
and actual Kurdish national- 


PKK in 1984. In parallel with 
late Prime Minuter Ozal's 


promise to allow 500 cu mps 
downstream in 1987, Syria 
agreed to move the rebel 


camps away from the Turkish 
boroer. Recently there have 


ists after being forced to flee 
the fighting. The population 


balance wifi probably become 
predominantly Kurdish in the 
lone run. and Turkey has a 


bia). Iraq still occupies 46 per 
cent of the Tigris- Euphrates 


basin. Its people are the 
linear descendants of those 
who made the world's first 
towns and its first major 
irrigation systems. Bnt even 
the civilisation of Ur col- 
lapsed when the Euphrates 
changed course and their can- 
al systems broke down. 

The Arab states down- 
stream may have a legitimate 
and strong sense of injury as 
traditional dependents on the 
water, but there is not much 
more that they can do about 
Turkish projects than Mexico 
could do when the United 
States started to divert the 
Colorado and other rivers. 
International law makes re- 
commendations but. in the 
absence of treaties, makes no 
binding provision about 
cross-border flows. In theory, 
Turkey can do what it likes. 
In practice, the situation is 
different. During the recent 
drought. Ankara delayed 
starting its latest hydroelec- 
tric plants by a year to hon- 
our its promise to maintain 
the flow. 


Of a current estimated cost 
of S20bn, S12bn has been 
spent so for. Three of the 22 
dams have been completed, 
inclduing the centre-piece of 
the project, the massive 1.5 
km wide, 169 metre high 
Ataturk Dam. Six other dams 
are under construction, and 
work on two more will start 
this year. The twin 26 km 
Urfa Tunnels started feeding 
20 m 3 per second of water to 
the Harran plain on April 2 1. 
The figure will soon rise to 30 
m 3 per second. The tunnels 
eventual capacity is 323 m 3 ps, 
although long canals remain 
to be built. So far only 30.000 
hectares of the 1.7m ba plan- 
ned for irrigation are any- 
where near taking the water. 
But the Turks have broken 
the back of the work to allow 
crops to be doubled or tripled 
on the already bounteous 
plains of the old Fertile Cres- 
cent. 

Security problems may be 
draining Turkish coffers, but 


long run, and Turkey has a 
long way to go to making 
Kurds feel like respected and 
loyal citizens. For now, 
however, most of the 
peasants of the plain near 
Urfa are ethnic Arabs who 
have little sympathy with the 
Kurdish cause. 

The downstream states 
would be hiding their heads 
in the sand if they thought 
that -the problem over the 
competition for water is 
going to go away, or that they 
could avoid coming to some 
kind of terms with Turkey, 
preferably cooperative. Iraq 
is the main consumer. But 
since the first major Turkish 
and Syrian dams started fill- 
ing up in 1974, its situation 
has changed. In 1975, Iraq 
mobilised its troops on the 
Syrian border and forced 
both Syria and Turkey to 
release water to cool the ten- 
sion. But Iraq’s war with Iran 
gave Turkey the possibility to 
go ahead with the Ataturk 
Dam project. The Gulf war 
has further weakened Bagh- 
dad's ability to do anything 
to threaten Turkey, diploma 
tically or militarily. 


Damascus’ options 
curtailed 


The position with Syria is 
also different now. As the 
Ataturk Dam started to rise 
from its foundations, Damas- 
cus began to support the 


border. Recently there have 
been more reports of Syria 
damp-downs on the rebels. 
But diplomats say that has 
more to do with Damascus' 
desire to be removed from 
the U.S.' "terrorist list” than 
any real desire to cooperate 
with Ankara. As the Middle 
East peace process trundles 
on. Moscow's absence and 
the imperative not to upset 
Washington will curtail 
Damascus’ range of options. 
-Luckily, good rains in re- 
cent years have done much to 
relieve die sense of crisis 
during the drought years of 
1989-90, which, coupled with 
Turkey’s filling of the Ata- 
turk Dam, resulted in major 
blackouts in northern Syria 
and water shortages all the 
way downstream. But none 
of this changes facts like 
Israeji Professor Idiot's cal- 
culation that Turkey, Syria 
and Iraq are currently plan- 
ning irrigation and hydroelec- 
tric projects that would con- 
sume 41 km 3 , about a third 
more than the whole flow of 
the Euphrates alone. 

The case for cooperation 
on optimal use of this limited 
resource is further sharpened 
by the fact that by the time 
the water reaches Iraq, at 
least half will have been de- 
graded by exposure to agri- 
cultural salts and chemicals. 
There is also the question of 
wastage through seepage and 
evaporation. Currently, the 
figure for wastage is about 10 
per cent, but it could rise to 
20 per cent by the time all the 
dams are finished. If an all- 
round agreement cannot be 
reached, dammed-up lakes 
totalling the size of more than 
two years’ flow of the Nile 
will eventually lie shrinking 
in the scorching Middle East- 
ern sun. 


Middle East International 


The concerns of Syria and 
Iraq 




Turkey has promised that 
it does not plan to take full 
advantage of the fact that it 
supplies 70 per cent of the 
waters of the Tigris- 
Euph rates basin. The head of 
the GAP, Okay Unver, says 
be expects Turkey eventually 
to use about 11 cubic 
kilometres of water, or about 
a third of the previous annual 
31 km 3 flow of the Eup- 
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hrates. Turkey signed a pro- 
tocol with Syria in 1987 fore- 


tocol with Syria in 1987 fore- 
seeing a flow of 500 nr per 
second, i.e. 15.8 km 3 a year 
of half the river's flow. But 




they have refused to give 
cast-iron guarantees. Even 


moderates like Unver say 
Turkey should have given it- 
self flmdbility by promising 
an annual and not a daily 


, — ' 
y o 


average. But conservatives 
like President DexnireJ say 
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Bosnian U.N. 
mission limps on 
to uncertain 


future 


By Sean Maguire 

Reuter 


SARAJEVO — The U.N. 
mission is Bosnia will limp 
along until the latest peace 
initiative is exhausted but 
will probably fight shy of 
forceful action to resrore its 
credibility. 

The gloomy forecast for 
the future of peacekeeping 
in Bosnia from officials and 
diplomats in Sarajevo 
underlines Bosnian govern- 
ment and Croat despair that 
the West will once again 
veer from decisive action 
against warring Serbs. 

The government is 
already suspicious that the 
new rapid reaction force 
reinforcing the U.N. mis- 
sion will avoid confronta- 
tion and achieve little. It 
wonders if the 10.000 extra 
troops should come at all. 

The United States fears 
the heavily armed back-up 
will not stop Bosnian Seths 
blocking aid deliveries and 
making a mockery of U.N. 
resolutions supposed to 
protect civilians from 
attack. 

“We are hearing public 
words of robustness but pri- 
vate caution from govern- 
ments on the use of this 
force,” said one U.N. offi- 
cial who said its despatch 
was a panic response to the 
hostage taking of U.N. 
troops by Bosnian Serbs 
last month. 

As planners at U.N. 
headquarters in Zagreb 


struggle to find a role for 
the force acceptable to Bri- 


tain and France, whose 
troops make up its bulk, 
officials in Sarajevo have 
been told to prop up the 
U.N. mission in Bosnia for 
as long as they can. 

“We have instructions 
not to inflame the situation, 
to find ways to resupply 
ourselves, to find ways of 
getting aid through without 
confronting the Serbs,” said 
one senior U.N. source. 
“We’ve been asked to keep 
things going as best we 
can.” 

That means ignoring 
deadly artillery bombard- 
ments of “safe areas" like 
the Bosnian capital and the 
near total collapse of the 
aid operation in the face of 
Bosnian Serb obstacles. 
The U.N. has the authority 
to use force to oppose both. 


To resupply itself the 
U.N. has had to resort Co 
sneaking trucks along a 
government controlled 
mountain road into the city 
by night, bypassing a Bos- 
nian Serb blockade. 

“We’ve been getting 
some supplies in by Mount 
Igman so putting off the 
time when we need to take 
difficult derisions,'’ said 
U.N. spokesman 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary 
Coward. 

“We've staved off the 
end of the month,” the 
spokesman said, referring 
to earlier U.N. pledges that 
resolute action might follow 
if separatist Serbs failed to 
allow adequate access for 
aid convoys by the end of 
June. 

Deals dictated to the 
U.N. by the Serbs have 
brought some aid and sup- 
plies for U.N. troops into 
the vulnerable eastern Mus- 
lim enclaves, buying a little 
time before the mission 
reaches crisis, officials said. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees is send- 
ing its special envoy Anne- 
Willem Bijeveldt back to 
the Bosnian Serb “capital” 
of Pale to ask again for 
freedom of movement for 
convoys into Sarajevo. 

His last trip to Pale three 
weeks ago. hailed as a suc- 
cess, resulted in one 10- 
tnick convoy arriving in the 
city. 

Senior U.N. -officials in 
Zagreb say keeping the mis- 
sion limping along as civi- 
lian deaths mount in 
Sarajevo and the once wel- 
coming Bosnian govern- 
ment's contempt for the 
U.N. grows should allow 
new European Union en- 
voy Carl Bildt time to work. 

U.N. military officials 
closer to the daily reality 
doubt that Ms. BSdt can 

persuade the Bosnian Serbs 

to lift their siege of 
_ -Sarajevo voluntarily as 'his 
■’Eu masters have asked him 
to do. 

“Bildt’s task is a very 
long shot, but it should 
keep things going till mid- 
July,” said a U.N. analyst. 
“After that the rapid reac- 
tion force should be ready 
and we'll see if the troop- 
contributing nations are 
prepared to allow us to use 
the military options avail- 
able to do the job.” 
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Democrats face tough 
times, rocky future 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — What is 
happening to the Democrats 
— America’s incredible 
shrinking party? 

Since President Bill Clin- 
ton took office in 1993, 105 
Democratic elected officials 
have switched parties — a 
flow that has turned into a 
torrent since the Republicans 
won control of Congress last 
November. 

Tbe latest to defect was Con- 
gressman Greg Laughlin of 
Texas, who led 18 other 
elected officials from his state 
into the welcoming arms of 
the Republicans on Monday. 

The second member of the 
House of Representatives to 
change parties this year, Mr. 
Laughlin joins two senators 
and scores of state repre- 
sentatives who have switch- 
ed. and several more House 
Democrats are said to be 
preparing to join the stam- 
pede soon. 

"With each new switcher, 
it tiecomes increasingly dear 
that the Democratic Party 
has become too extreme for 
the values of many of its 
members and elected offi- 
cials." said an elated Haley 
Barbour, the Republican 
Party chairman. 

. ^ 0r many Party switcher,, 
it is simply a question of 
survival in an increasingly 
conservative political cn- 
vironmem. "My constituenev 
requires me to change mV 
affiliation from the Democra- 
tic to the Republican Pam- if 
I am to best represent the 
conservative principles on 

»h«:h I ran. - Mr . Uughlin 

Last November’s conpr« 
swnal elections were a 

hJd f ° r i t i C t Dcmocrats - w ho 
had ruled the Senate for the 

eight years and hj 
House for 40. Most analysis 


now give them scant chance 
of recapturing a majority in 
either House of Congress in 
1996, no matter what hap- 
pens in the presidential elec- 
tion. 

At least five Democratic 
senators are retiring and 
several House incumbents 


are also expected to quit, 
many in the south where Re- 
publicans increasingly domin- 
ate. Without incumbents to 
defend their seats, the Demo- 
crats could be in trouble. 


Democrats in Congress 
have so far proved powerless 
to stop a tide of Republican 
legislation this year that has 
changed the terms of the 
American political debate 
and is radically reshaping the" 
welfare state built up in the 
past 60 years. 


“The Democrats... repre^ 
sent an activist view of gov- 
ernment. They can’t dearly 
convey what they stand for 
because they have historically 
stood for government.” said 
Andrew Kohut, a pollster 
with the Times Mirror group. 

Nebraska Senator Bob 
Kerrey, who- heads the 
Democrats’ 1996 senatorial 
campaign committee, recent- 
ly delivered an address enti- 
tled:. “Do Democrats stand 
Wtang any more?” in 
which he said. " we Demo- 
crais cannot content 
ourselves simply with not 
being Republicans.” 

is exactly what 
most Democrats have done. 
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Egypt rules out attack on Sudan 


9 


Efefapian^ecurity men, were 
involved’® the plot.- 
' Without citing proof, Mr. 
Mubarak. - has specifically 
named Sheikh Hassan Toura-* 
hi, the Islamic leader widely 
•regirded as the power behind 
Sudan's government, as the 
mastermind of the attempt. 

Sudaitfse leaders have de- 
nied any role, blaming it in-’ 
stead on Egyptian militants 
waging a three-year Islamic 
revolt against. the Cairo gov- 
ernment. More than 800 peo- 
ple have died in the insurgen- 
cy although it has diminished 
m recent months. 

Dr. Baz’s remark did little 
.to. soften the rhetoric in 
Khartoum. 

A van with a loudspeaker 
rambled through rbe 
Sudanese capital's dusty 
streets and urged residents to 
gather Monday for a demon- 
stration against the “arro- 
gance of Mubarak." 

“We will make Halaib -a 
graveyard of the invaders," 
the loudspeaker said, refer- 
ring to a disputed border 
area. 

Meanwhile, the leader of 
Sudan's government, 
Lieutenant-General Omar A] 
Bashir, promised to give a 
gun to any civilian who could 
. carry one to repulse any 
"Egyptian attack. He prom- 
not to “relinquish an 


inch" of Halaib. 

“Sudan is facing a great 
. conspiracy from Hosni 
Mubarak,” Gen. Bashir told 
a rally Friday. 

Sudan's army, vastly in- 
ferior to Egypt's, is tied up 
fighting a long-running war 
against southern rebels. 

Since Gen. Bashir’s 1989 
coup, relations with Egypt 
have never been good. The 
two have spaned repeatedly 
over Halaib, and Egypt has 
accused Sudan of training 
and ‘financing militants. 

Sudan, named by Washing- 
ton as a state sponsoring “ter- 
rorism,” has criticised Egypt 
for giving refuge to Sudanese 
dissidents. 

Both countries have sought 
. to use the assassination 
attempt and border skir- 
mishes to whip up anger and 
bolster sagging popularity. 

A1 Ingaz A1 Watani, a 
Sudanese government news- 
paper, said soldiers would 
make a pledge of “holy war 
and martyrdom" to confront 
what it called the Egyptian 
provocations. 

In' Egypt, a front-page 
editorial Saturday in A1 
Akhbar, a leading 
government-owned newspap- 
er, said the assassination 
attempt justified “a strong 
military strike to overthrow 
the corrupt terrorist regime 
in Khartoum." 


Sudan takes Egypt to U.N. 


(Continued from pace I) 

The remaining police 
from fee station fled to 
Halaib town, “which is cur- 
rently under siege by Egyp- 
tian military forces.*’ 

■ The Egyptian army also 
rounded up 3Q policemen 
and after disa rming Am 
forced than to move from 
their observation posts to 
Abu Rmnad, further south 
in the border zone. 

It made no mention of a 
third reported htatty, a 
soldier kffled on Wednesday 
fat another incident Egypt 
has confirmed the depths of 
the pol iceme n but not the 
soldier, and claims the 
Sudanese fired first. 

Sudan underlined In the 
complaint that Halaib, 
which is controlled ndfitari- 
iy by Egypt but ctahned by 
both nations, “is Sudanese 


territory because its 
population is Sudanese.** 

It catted on the United 
Nations to ui^e Egypt to 
withdraw its military and 
administrative personnel 
from the zone and start 
negotiations to end feeJong- 
rumting di sp u te over fee 
land. 

Ethiopia said meanwhile 
its security forces shot dead 
three gunmen on the nm 
since fech- failed attem p t to 
amassfnate Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

State-nm Ethiopian tele- 
vision said the shoot-out, in 
which two Ethiopian secur- 
ity men were wounded, 
took place in an Addis Aba- 
ba suburb. AD three of the 
dead, suspected of mount- 
ing fee fbfled attack on Mr. 
Mnbunk on Monday, were 
of Arab origin, the televi- 
sion added. 


Paris school of oriental languages 
celebrates its bicentenary 


By CtondiDe Canettl 

WHERE CAN one learn Ara- 
maic, Bbche-de-mer, 
Bisayan, Dari, Jbnsa, In- 
uktitut , Lifu , Mandi ngo , 
Mold, Najuah, Peul, Soibian 
and Tigrinya, as well as 
Chinese, Russian, Kurdish, 
Estonian, Tahitian or Tibe- 
tan? The Maser is at fee “fa- 
sti tut National des Langnes 
et Civilisations Orientates” 
(INALCO) (National Insti- 
tute of Oriental Languages 
and Civilisations), better 
known as “Langnes O” 
which is a familiar abbrevia- 
tion of its original name, the 
“Ecote des l angnes Orien- 
tates” (School of Oriental 

Languages). 

“Langnes O”, winch is a 
breeding ground for diplo- 
mats, teachers, researchers, 
historians and business ex- 
ecutives and where 82 lan- 
guages are taught today, this 
year celebrate the bicenten- 
ary of its creation in 1795. fa 
met, fee distant origins offers 
venerable establishment go 
back to the 17th century, in 
the reign of Louis XIV. At 
the time, there was interest in 
establishing relations be- 
tween France and fee coun- 
tries of fee Levant without 
going through local interme- 
diaries. Hence Colbert cre- 
ated an “Ecole des Jeunes de 
Langues” for the purpose of 
training young French people 
as interpreters. During fee 
Revolution, the Convention 
took up this idea and created 
the “Ecole Spdtiale des Lan- 
gues Orientates” “for fee 
purpose of towdiing living 
oriental languages acknow- 
ledged as being useful for 
politics and trade”. A few 
months earlier, the* same 
.convention had created 
three other prestigious 
French schools, fee “Ecole 
Polytechnique”, the “Con- 
servatoire National des Arts 
et Mgtiers" and die “Ecole 
Normale Supdrieure”. 

Originally, fee mission of 
the “Ecole des Langues 
Orientates”, which was set up 
in the BibBoth£que Nationafe 
library, was to teach three 
“Muslim” languages — Ara- 


bic, Turkish and Persian. The 
number of students and 
teaching posts grew so rapid- 
ly that the whole school 
shortly had to move to its 
historical headquarters in rue 
de Lille, on the edge of the 
Latin Quarter. The number 
of languages taught increased 
from about twenty fa 1914 to 
nearly forty just lifter World 
War II and double feat half a 
century later. Today, “Lan- 
gues O”, which, fa 1971 be- 
came INALCO and is spread 
among five watching centres 
in Pans and the near suburbs 
with more than 10,000 stu- 
dents, is a unique establish- 
ment fa fee world, receiving 
students from many different 
places and offering a 
tremendous diversity of 
courses (more than 1,3)0). 

The missions which have 
been assigned to fr are vast. 
First of all, it has to “provide 
initial and continuing training 
fa the languages and civilisa- 
tions of Asia, Africa, Eastern 
Europe, Oceania and fee 
Amerindian peoples and in 
.the geography, history, in- 
stitutions and political, eco- 
nomic and social life of the 
countries concerned”. We 
can note fee particularly 
broad concept or “Oriental” 
— in fact, it simply means 
non-western languages and 
cultures. 

The school also has “to 
develop research in these 
different areas, in partiaiiar 
in relation with other French 
and foreign research orga- 
nisations; to contribute to 
knowledge of fee countries 
concerned by spreading their 
scientific productions; and to 
foster university and cultural 
exchanges and cooperation 
between France and the 
countries in question.” 

But its functions are not 
limited to dispensing know- 
ledge and culture and to 
being a means of entering fee 
diplomatic corps. It has also 
set up professional training 
schemes by combining lan- 
guage * teaching wife more 
technical courses such as in- 
ternational trade, interna- 
tional relations and inter- 
cultural communication. It 


also offers the possibility of 
advanced training in fee sci- 
ences of language and auto- 
matic language processing ac- 
cessible to non-specialists of 
oriental languages. 

Research concerns all of 
fee school's areas of teaching 
— languages, linguistics, 
literature, history, geogra- 
phy, contemporary civilisa- 
tion, economics, history of 
art, sociology, ethnology and 
new information technolo- 
gies. It is carried out in about 
twenty centres, known as 
“geographical" when they 
deal wife a particular area 
(for instance Balkan or 
Chinesse studies), or “thema- 
tic" or “transversal” such as 
for comparative poetics or 
oral literature. 

Courses in continuing 
education are also offered to 
meet the specific needs of 
firms or of private indi- 
viduals. 

On fee score of interna- 
tional relations, which repre- 
sent one of fee school’s main 
vocations, INALCO takes 
part fa fee various university 
exchange programmes of fee 
European Union — Erasmus 
(for the development of stu- 
dent and teacher mobility fa 
higher education establish- 
ments), Lingua (to improve 
knowledge of fee languages 
used fa the member countries 
of the Union) and Tempos 
(which aims to stimulate rela- 
tions with Central and East- 
ern Europe). Moreover, it 
has signed 75 bilateral coop- 
eration agreements wife va- 
rious university establish- 
ments all over fee world. 

The “Langues O” library 
has 430,000 books and 7,076 
different periodicals in 70 
languages, including a re- 
markable heritage of ancient 
works (incunabula, manu- 
scripts, etc.). 

Its famous students include 
the former president of the 
Council of State Edgar Fame 
(who studied Rnssum), the 
psychoanalyst Jacques Lacan 
(Chinese), the director 
Antoine Vitez (Russian), fee 
ethnologist and explorer The- 
odore Monod (literal Ara- 
bic), Prince Henri de Mont- 


pezat, the husband of the 
Queen of Denmark (Viet- 
namese and Japanese) and a 
host of French ambassadors. 

The languages taught be- 
long to all fee families which 
exist fa fee’ world — Indo- 
European , Caucasian, 
Altaic, Uralian, Sino- 
Tibetan, Thai, Afro- Asian, 


Nilo-Saharian. Niger- 
Kordofan, Austroasiatic, 
Dravidian, Austronerian and 
Amerindian. Some of them, 
such as Chinese, are used by 
milli ons of people. Others, 
such as Judeo-Spanish, 
Judeo- Arabic or Romany are 
only spoken in scattered com- 
munities and can no longer 
fv» Wated on a map. Others 


still, such as OuaHou fa fee 
Pacific, are now only spoken 
by a handful of men. 

The school's bicentenary 
celebrations include going 
down fee Mekong, wife sto- 
povers fa China, Burma, 
Laos, Thailand, Cambodia 
and Vietnam. 

LActualite en France. 



Detail in one of the salons of the National Institute for Oriental Languages and Civi- 
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Enough is enough — King 

(Continued fnm page 1) 


are 


we, Jordanians and Israelis, 
are looking after it without 
the presence, of U.N. 
observers dr peacekeeping 
.lijsofls. 

‘It has recovered to Jordan 
its lands that were under 
occupation. (It has also 
restored) our rights in terms 
of water in the context of 
Jordan and Israel, and much 
has been done in that 
direction. Many of the 
barriers have disappeared, 
and people move between 
the two countries, and I 
believe chat in time, what 
will be achieved is peace 
between people. 

“We have a peace treaty, 
but now we are in the 
process of peacebuilding. 
So sometimes I feel that 
maybe it is a fact that we 
are moving too slowly, in 
terms of all the years that 
we have lost in the past, to 
give our people the 
opportunity and the chance 
to live the kind of life that 
we never had. But, at the 
same time, I believe that 
vwe have covered enough 
i Abound to be proud of so 
far. - 

“Of course on the 
Palestinian-Israeli track we 
are folly supportive of the 
PLO, the sole legitimate 
representative of fee people 
of Palestine, and its 
leadership. We certainly do 
whatever we can through 
the opportunities presented 
now through peace between 
Jordan and Israel to help all 
concerned, to move towards 
the establishment of peace. 

"I hope that the Syrian 
track and thereafter the 
Lebanese track, which is 
connected to it, will also 
move soon and that what 
we have achieved will be a 
cornerstone in 3 

comprehensive peace in this 
region.” 

The King expressed hope 
{ ’ ■ - feat the delays in arriving at 
j ap agreement between the 
Jp Palestine Liberation 
-Organisation and Israel on 
• " expanding self-rule to the 
"West Bank .“will he 

'temporary.*' 


“I hope that negotiations 
will continue directly 
between the two parties 
concerned with fee support 
of all of us to ensure that 
the Palestinians recover 
their rights on their 
legitimate soil. I believe the 
subject is really paramount 
initially as one of the steps 
that will lead to the 
recovery of Palestinian 
rights • on all of the soil 
which is subject to question 
and I hope that something 
will happen rather soon.” 

An overwhelming 
majority of people support 
fee peace process despite the 
“terrible” acts of violence 
by people opposed to peace 
on both sides, the King 
said. 

The Monarch stressed the 
need for rapid progress in 
the peace negotiations, 
“because, unless that is 
achieved those who belong 
to fee peace camp will have 
their spirits dampened by 
the lack of progress and the 
dangers are tremendous.” 

On Arab East Jerusalem 
the King reaffirmed that the 
Holy City is part of the 
territories that Israel 
occupied in the 1967- war. 
But in order to achieve a 
just and durable settlement 
that would consolidate and 
maintain peace, the King 
said, the issue had to be 
tackled at a Palestinian- 
Arab-Israeli level and a 
spiritual level that would 
ensure that all the children 
of Abraham have their 
rights in the Holy City. 

Arab Hast Jerusalem 
"should be under the domain 
of not any particular side, 
but should belong to all 
believers in God, and should 
be above fee sovereignty of 
any nation,” the King said. 
“Beyond that, Western 
Jerusalem has been a de 
facto capital of Israel (and) 
Eastern Jerusalem should be 
the capital of the 
Palestinian people... ” 

“If that ever happens we 
shah see the beginnings of 
the coming together of the 
followers of the three great 
monotheistic religions and 
w e shall see aJso7erusa]em 


becoming a symbol' of • 
peace between not only 
Palestinians and Israelis, 
but also .Arabs and Israelis 
as well. This is something I 
have tried to put across as 
much as I could, and this, 
in my belief, is the best 
way to resolve it. 

“But, in any event. I 
would not like to step on 
any one's toes, nor to speak 
of something that is outside 
my jurisdiction. At this 
stage there is an agreement 
between Israel and fee PLO 
and fee Palestinian people 
and their leadership lo 
discuss Jerusalem last. I' 
will do whatever I can to 
help in feat process...” ■ 

The King expressed hope 
that the renewed 
negotiations between Syria 
and Israel would “lead to 
progress and fee resolution 
of that dimension of the 
problem as well. 

“I hope very very much 
indeed that the more direct 
contact between the two 
parties. ..the greater the 
opportunities will be to 
remove the barriers of fear 
and suspicion and. 
eventually maybe to arrive 
at a • solution. - But 
essentially ' any problem 
between two parties has to 
be resolved between them 
although the world has a 
great interest, the U.S. in' 
particular, and I hope they 
will continue to help...” 

■ The King reiterated that 
any discussion of future 
relations between Jordan and 
Palestine should come only 
when “people are (under 
conditions) of freedom- 
democracy, pluralism, 
respect for human rights...- * 

“Then there is a chance for 
them to decide what kind of 
a relationship we should 
have,” said fee King. 

Describing Jordanians and 
Palestinians as closest 
brethren, the King added 
that “these relations will 
always be very strong and 
very special, but anyone 
who suggests that there 
should be a certain plan or a 
certain formula at this 
stage will be probably 
causing more harm and 
damage to these relations 
between two peoples who 


--.are so close together and 
who are almost members of 
the same family than 
anything else. 

“The Palestinians ought 
to have their say— and we 
respect that and support it 
and therefore there is 
nothing we can say except 
to help them as much as we 
can with no other ulterior 
motive whatsoever.” 

The . King said the 
immediate question was of 
Palestinians recovering their 
rights on Palestinian soil 
under the leadership of fee 
PLO. “I hope they will 
succeed in achieving feat,” ' 
he said. ■ 

Asked on suggestions that 
free elections could be a 
threat to some countries in 
the region which are not 
used to having, democracy, 
the King said: 

“Certainly I do not view it 
as a threai. I view the 
absence of democracy as a 
threat. As long as people 
do not feel that they do not 
have rights in shaping their 
future and then there is 
more of a threat and I hope 
that what is in Jordan will 
be a positive example to 
many others in our 

region ” 

On the crisis in Algeria, 
the King said: 

“1 believe that what we 
see at times, which causes 
us great pain. is a 
reflection of a situation of 
despair of people. It has an 
• effect definitely in terms of 
the economic dimension, 
whenever that is not 
addressed in terms of the 
needs of people, in terms of 
fee quality of life of people. 
But there is much feat is 
done under the cover of the 
so-called fundamentalism 
which has nothing to do 
wife our religion or our 

faith nor our beliefs. 

“I feel more and more 
compelled to do whatever I 
can to defend Islam in its 
true face, its true religion 
and true message. So much 
abuse has occurred of late. I 
believe what we are seeing 
is politicised religion, not 
true religion, not true faith 
in many cases.... We hope 
that the answer will be 
.greater democracy and’ 


greater freedom, and- greater, 
respect for human rights so 
that people will create the 
answer in the face of 
extremism everywhere. 

“Fundamentalism as it is 
called is not confined to fee 
Muslim World. It is 
something that , we have 
seen in different parts of the 
world. Let us hope that a 
dialogue between the 
followers of the three great 
monotheistic religions 
could help in putting an end 
to this...” 

.Asked whether there was 
fundamentalism in Jordan, 
the King replied, “not to 
any troubling point.” 

“We have a dialogue," he 
added. “I believe feat the 
overwhelming majority of 
fee people are the guarantee 
that (there will be no) 
extremism in the future." 

In reply to another 
question on economic 
development, the King said 
Jordan had seen some 
concrete results and “we 
have been promised more.” 

He pointed out. that 
Amman would be hosting 
the Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit in 
October. 

Jordan hopes to present 
“the world and those who 
wish to join us the 


.possibilities "and' the 
potential of being partners 
in building the future of 
this entire region in the 
context of peace,” he said. 
“I hope that in any event 
within the next two, three, 
four, five years at the most, 
this country would have 
made such strides in 
changing the quality of life 
of its people... to answer all 
those sceptics once and for 
all as for the merits of peace 
and security or the 
continuation of the darkness 
that threatens everybody in 
this entire region — which 
was what was happening 
over so many years. Peace 
obviously has to bring 
about wife it a change in 
the quality of life of people 
and I hope that it will soon 
be possible." 

“I expect our many 
friends in Europe to be our 
partners,” said the King. 
“We are close together and 
they are close to us, and we 
are proud of the relations 
that exist between us* and 
we would like to see them 
develop and grow... 

“In terms of stability in 
this region, I believe, this 
is important to Europe as it 
is -important to us. 
Progress will enable us ro 
complement each other in 
every way." 


Teenager shot dead in Nablus 

(Continued from page 1) 


troops later cleared the road 
and 20 settlers were detained, 
the radio said. 

In Gaza City, the militant 
group Hamas charged Satur- 
day that Palestinian police 
interrogators shaved off the 
hair and beards of three of its 
jailed leaders in an attempt to 
humiliate them. 

The chief prosecutor. 
Khaled Kidra, denied the 
allegations, saying he saw fee 
three men in jail Friday with 
hair and beards intact. 

Hamas leaders Mahmoud 
Zahar, Ahmad B altar and 
Salama Safadi were detained 
earlier this week after a 
Hamas activist blew himself 
up in a failed attack on Israeli 
troops in Gaza. 

“(They) have been tor- 
tured and insulted. Their hair 
has been shaved off and their 
beards plucked out," Hamas 
said in a leaflet distributed in 
Gaza on Saturday. 


The leaflet warned that the 
group would retaliate for this 
“ugly crime” and urged 
police to release the de- 
tainees. 

“The bullets of our fighters 
will not hesitate to punish 
collaborators, irrespective of 
their identity or their ranks,” 
the leaflet said. 

"If the authorities do not 
free our sheikhs soon, the 
angry masses will not hesitate 
to storm the jails and free the 
detainees by force.” 

A Hamas activist said 
police sources informed the 
group that Dr. ‘Zahar’s hair 
and beard were shaved off. 
three days ago to humiliate 
the leader. 

“Shaving beards is a crime. 
It's more humiliating than 
beatings,” said the Hamas 
activist, who works at the 
group’s newspaper, A1 
Watan. He spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 


Iranian cinema, like 
caviar, struggles on 
home front 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian 
cinema has won laurels 
abroad but is looking for a 
new identity at borne as it 
struggles to overcome finan- 
cial problems and free itself 
from government censorship, 
ideology and commercial tri- 
via. 

Since the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution, the Iranian film in- 
dustry has gained remarkable 
success on fee international 
scene, winning ‘dozens of 
awards in film festivals. 

A young Iranian director, 
Jafar Panahi, won the inter- 
national critics' prize at the 
Cannes film festival last 
month for “The White Bal- 
loon." 

Last year, directors Abbas 
Kiarostami and Ebrahim 
Mokhtari earned much 
acclaim for their movies 
“Under the Olive Tree” and 
“ Zinat wife the former 
nominated for fee Cannes 
festival’s top prize, fee Gol- 
den Palm. 

But while artistic movies 
have earned international 
praise, they have a small au- 
dience of intellectuals at 
home and are rarely chosen 
for screening by the author- 
ities. 

“Our intellectual cinema is 
like Persian caviar. There's a 
strong taste for it abroad, but 
hardly any at home. It’s a 
commodity only for export,” 
veteran actor Manuchehr 
Sadeghpur said. 

Political and religious 
hardliners in Iran are often 
distrustful of art movies be- 
cause they lack pro- 
government and pro-rehgion 
propaganda. Such produc- 
tions often face political 
obstacles, including arbitrary 
censorship. 

The government maintains 
a close watch over the indus- 
try, from script writing to 
production to distribution as 
well as in the screening of 
movies at fee country's 400 
theatres. 

Last week, 214 film- 
makers and actors published 
an open letter criticising gov- 


ernment “interference” in 
the movie industry and call- 
ing on the authorities to ease 
restrictions. 

fa a separate move in 
April, another group of inde- 
pendent film-makers urged 
the government to stop med- 
dling in the process of film- 
making or risk fating private 
investors. 

“Our cinema must choose 
between art, commerce and 
the government,” a critically- 
acclaimed movie director told 
AFP. 

Besides from politics, fee 
industry has also been ham- 
pered by financial problems. 

After subsidising movie 
production during the first 
decade after fee revolution, 
the cash-strapped govern- 
ment in 1992 stopped allocat- 
ing funds for the industry 
apart from the occasional war 
and historical movie. 

The absence of funding has 
led to a sharp drop fa overall 
productions with only 40 
movies expected to be made 
this year compared to 70 in 
1994. 

An increase of up to 400 
per cent fa costs has also 
contributed to fee fall in pro- 
duction — especially of art 
movies which have been the 
hardest hit for their failure to 
attract large audiences and in- 
vestors. 

The director of the guild of 
theatre owners, Mohammad 
Kborram, argued feat movies 
made in Iran “these days are 
of an inferior quality” com- 
pared to the past and feat fee 
industry was threatened wife 
“bankruptcy." 

Even war and ideological 
movies with strong political 
and religious themes have 
been facing difficulties be- 
cause of reduced government 
support and a fall in ticket 
sales. 

Bat commercial movies 
and crowd-pleasers have less 
of a problem since they avoid 
taboo or controversial sub- 
jects and strictly follow 
guidelines set by the political 
and religious authorities. 
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Development bank Saudi budget deficit* may persist despite higher oil prices 
to be formed in ss sss’jitl: jsaaaat ssssxss Wjasas scrsfss £S£s 


Gaza Strip 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Palestinian businessmen have 
got together to launch the 
second Palestinian commer- 
cial bank to be formed in 
autonomous Gaza Strip, 
bank officials said Saturday. 

They said the Jerusalem 
Development and Invest- 
ment Bank, which will have 
an authorised capital of $20 
million, is expected to be 
operational by November. 

The bank, whjch has beeii 
licensed by the' Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
has already formed its board 
of directors headed by Nizar 
Jardaneh. who also heads the 
Jordan Investment and Fi- 
nance Bank in Amman. 

Other members on the 
board are Mohammad 
Murad, vice-chairman, and 
Adel Hijjawi, Mohammad 
Kamhawi. Nabil Barakat, 
Ibrahim Abdul Hadi, Nabil 
Sarraf. Raouf Abu Jaber. 
Walid Al Hamad and Omar 
AJ Alarm. 

Some of the directors are 
Jordanian businessmen while 
others hail from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

It will be the second 
Palestinian bank to be 
licensed by the PNA, the 
bank officials noted. The first 
was (he Palestinian Develop- 
ment Bank. 

The officials said the Jeru- 
salem Bank for Development 
and Investment, which is the 
.first to place shares for public 
subscription in the Palesti- 


nian territories, will be based 
in the Gaza Strip and will 
seek to branch out through- 
out the West Bank. 

“We have reached an adv- 
anced stage of preparations 
and we hope to be operation- 
al by early November.” said 
an official of the bank. 

“We have only called in 25 
per cent of the authorised 
capital and we intend to call 
the rest after we start opera- 
tions and assess the situa- 
tion the official told the 
Jordan Times. 

“We will operate like any 
other bank, but there is a 
close focus on developing the 
Palestinian economy.*' said 
the official. 

“We are interested in de- 
veloping tourism, agricul- 
ture. industry, housing and 
trade.” he said. “We also 
hope to play a major role in 
developing the infrastructure 
of the Palestinian expatri- 
ates.” 

The Jerusalem Develop- 
ment and Investment Bank 
will also contribute to efforts 
to set up a Palestinian stock 
market and offer “highly 
technical and specialised 
banking services including 
project studies," said the offi- 
cial. 

Another key service the 
bank intends to offer is to act 
as managers for stock issues 
by Palestinian companies. 

“One of our distinctions is 
that we intend to reinvest all 
the capital in the Palestinian 
territories and we will be the 
first to do so there,” said the 
bank official. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia could suffer 
from another budget deficit 
this vear as oil prices might 
reverse an upward trend in 
the second half due to a sharp 
drop in seasonal demand, ex- 
perts have said. 

Prices have climbed by 
mere than 15 per cent this 
year to reach nearly 52 above 
the average price of around 
S15.53 in' 1994 due to high 
demand in the first quarter 
and OPECs relative com- 
pliance with quotas. 

But they could go down 
again as crude demand in (he 
third quarter is projected to 
decline by nearly 700.000 
barrels per day (b'd) beta* 
OPEC's official production 
ceiling of 24.52 million b-'d. 
according to the group. 


•‘OPEC is already produc- 
ing above its ceiling and the 
decline in seasonal demand 
will combine with output in- 
creases by independent pro- 
ducers to put pressure on oil 
prices again.” a Saudi-based 
economist told AFP. 

“Despite the gams in the 
first half, i think the market 
is still uncertain and prices 
could weaken at any time. 
Such gains would be offset by 
the price decline and this will 
maintain or even widen the 
Saudi deficit.” he said. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
top oil producer and expor- 
ter. has assumed a minimum 
oil price of 514 to $15 a barrel 
for its 1995 budget. 

As it apparently did not 


anticipate any major pnee 
rise, it trimmed its expendi- 


ture by around 6.2 per cent to 
150 billion rivals ($40 billion) 
from 160 billion riyals ($42.6 
billion) in 1994. 

This slashed the projected 
deficit to around $4 billion 
from $ 10.6 billion pushing it 
down to nearly 3.3 per cent of 
the projected gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 1995 from 
8.8 per cent in 1994. 

Crude oil sales provide the 
bulk of the kingdom's nation- 
al income and the rest comes 
from (he export of petroleum 
products and non-oil items as 
well as the recently- 
introduced hikes on water, 
electricity and telephone 
rates. 

According to the Saudi 
National Commercial Bank, 
earnings from the sale of 
petroleum products are pro- 


jected to reach $2.13 billion 
in 1995, boosting the total nil 
exports In $24,8 billion. 

The remaining revenue 
would come from taxes and 
non-oil exports. 

"The Saudi budget deficit 
could be sharply lower or 
even disappear this year only 
if oil prices maintained their 
current level and the govern- 
ment does not increase actual 
spending,” a Saudi banker 
said. 

"The kingdom earned 
higher than it had projected 
in the first half but the ques- 
tion is: What trend the 
prices will take in the 
second half?” he asked. 

The oil ministers of the 
12-nation Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC), decided to 


keep the output ceiling until 
the end of 1995. leaving 
quotas untouched. 

This is because a projected 
increase in world demand for 
1995 of nearly one million b/d 
had been met by Britain. 
Norway and other non- 
OPEC producers. 

But the ministers had also 
tried to tackle the problem of 
slight quota violations by 
some members as this could 
affect the market when world 
demand slackens in the sum- 


mer. 

Independent estimates 
showed such violations 
boosted OPEC's actual pro- 
duction by the nearly 500.000 
b/d in May. 

“Barring unexpected de- 
velopments. 1995 is unlikely 
m uinrv than last vear. 


when oil prices dipped to 
their lowest level in five 
years. This means that if the 
Saudi budget deficit main- 
tained its- projected level, it 
remains low compared with 
previous years.” a Sau(jg. eco- 
nomist said. 

Saudi Arabia, .which pro- 
duces around eight million 
h/d and controls more than a 
quarter of the world's crude, 
began suffering from a deficit 
in its budget and balance of 
payments in the mid-1980s, 
when prices were receding. 


The budget shortfall hit a 
record" $33.6 billion in 1991 - 
due to Riyadh's large cash 
contributions to a U.S. -led 
multinational coalition which 
ejected Iraqi invasion forces 
from Kuwait. 


Kuwait 

limits 

building, 

food 

subsidies 


f U.S. determined to broker 
i free trade zone in 10 years 


Spain to advance ties with 
Mideast during EU presidency 

_ tine ud the controversial 

MADRID (AFP) — Spain ^,^^5 un jon with Turkey 


Iran oil minister says 
oil earnings increase 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s hard 
currency oil export earnings 
are currently above the level 
forecast in the state budget, 
oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aghazadeh has told the offi- 


cial IRNA news agency 
Mr. Aahazadeh said 


Mr. Aghazadeh said the 
price of Iranian crude oil had 
averaged S17.00 a barrel, 
earning Iran $500 million 
more than forecast in the 
current Iranian budget which 
began on March 21. 

The budget for the Iranian 
year 1374 was based on an oil 
price of $15.00 a barrel which 
would generate $13.5 billion 
in oil revenue. 

IRNA also quoted the 
minister as saying the most 
important achievements of 
last week's OPEC meeting in 
Vienna was the preservation 
of the oil group's 1995 pro- 
duction ceiling of 24.52 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bdp). 

This provided the chance 
for finding alternative cus- 
tomers for Iran's oil. IRNA 
quoted Mr. Aghazadeh as 
saying. 

"U.S. oil companies arc 


now banned from buying Ira- 
nian crude after an executive 
order from U.S. president 
Bill Clinton which barred 
trade and investment be- 
tween the two countries. 

American oil firms were 
major purchasers of Iranian 
crude in the lead up to Mr. 
Clinton's trade ban and 
accounted for roughly a quar- 
er of Iran's total crude ex- 
ports of 2.6 million bpd. 

Iranian oil officials have 
stressed that the embargo will 
not hamper their oil market- 
ing policy but western oil 
traders expect that the state 
National Iranian Oil Com- 
pany (NIOC) will come 
under pressure to cut its 
prices to find new customers. 


Iran’s green-back oil earn- 
ings have also been under- 
mined by the weakness of the 
dollar in foreign exchange 
markets. 

Mr. Aghazadeh said 
OPEC’s secretariat is to carry 
out some studies to compen- 
sate for the depreciation of 
the dollar. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
decided to limit subsidies on 
house-building materials and 
basic foods as" part of a drive 
to cut its soanng budget de- 
ficit. 

A trade and industry minis- 
try official said the govern- 
ment has set a 3fi per cent 
ceiling on subsidies of cement 
and steel used in house build- 
ing and wili set a 30 per cent 
cap on subsidies of basic 
foods from July 1. 

The effect of the limits will 
be to freeze the total cost of 
both groups of the subsidies 
ar around !2 million dinars 
($40 million), the official said 
in bnef remarks to Reuters. 

The cost of the subsidies, 
many of which had been run- 
ning’ at around 50 per cent, 
has" risen to 12 million dinars 
from around four million 
(SI 3 million) a decade ago. 
he said. 

The measures arc part of 
an attempt by government to 
reduce costs to help bridge a 
budget deficit running at 
around 1.5 billion dinars lS5 
billion) or a fifth of national 
wealth as measured by gross 
domestic product. 

Newspapers said the effect 
of the change was to raise the 
cost of subsidised steel to 75 
dinars ($250) a tonne from 58 
dinars CS193). 

The building subsidy is ap- 
plied to steel and cement 
used by Kuwaitis building 
their homes. There is a limit 
on the amount of subsidised 
material they may obtain but 
Kuwaitis say the permitted 
amount is enough to build .a 
small home. 

The official said the new- 
ceiling for subsidies on basic 
foods" such as rice and milk 
would aiso be set at 30 per 
cent. Oniy Kuwaitis may buy 
subsidised basic foods. 


DENVER. Colorado (AFP) 
— The United States has 
renewed a pledge to negoti- 
ate within 10 years a huge 
pan-American' free trade 
zone, stretching from Alaska 
to Argentina and grouping 
more than 700 millon con- 
sumers. 

Mickey Kan tor. U.S. trade 
representative, said the 
objective of the meeting, 
attended by most finance 
ministers in the western 
hemisphere, was to jump 
start the programmes needed 
to bring about the “ambi- 
tious” goal of breaking down 
trade barriers among nations 
•in the region. 

The idea of a Free Trade 
Area of the Americas 
(FT A A) was first conceived 
at December's Summit of the 
Americas in Miami, though 
no timetable was set during 
that historic meeting. 

Because of a serious eco- 
nomic crisis that has struck 


Mexico since then, many de- 
legation members stressed 
that a new push for the mam- 
moth free trade would give 
Latin America a badly 
needed boost in morale. 

In a final declaration, the 
34 ministers promised the 
aims of the Americas trade 
zone would be compatible 
with World Trade Organisa- 
tion terms and would not 
seek to erect trade barriers to 
any other countries. 

The declaration said the 
countries agreed to set up 
seven working groups focus- 
ing on issues including mar- 
ket access, investments and 
subsidies and which would 
report regularly to deputy 
trade ministers of the 34 
states. 

The groups would outline 
concrete steps to take to- 
wards setting up the free 
trade zone of the Americas 
and further plans would be 
discussed at the next ministe- 


rial meeting scheduled for 
March 1996 in Colombia. 

Mr. Kantor stressed the 
importance of involving the 
private sector in the negotia- 
tions, a fact underscored by a 
meeting of business execu- 
tives in Denver at the conclu- 
sion of the conference of 
finance ministers. 

Speaking before a group of 
American. Brazilian and 
Argentine businessmen. Mr. 
Kantor said the zone could 
not succeed without private 
industry, which he called the 
engine of growth in the west- 
ern hemisphere. 

Economic figures show 
how trade liberalisation in 
Latin America these last few 
years has proved a boom to 
the U.S. economy. i 

American exports in this 
zone went from $30 billion in 
the mid-1980s to more than 
$92 billion in 1994 — the, 
equivalent of the export total 
to Western Europe. 


Black Sea leaders seek closer ties 


BUCHAREST (R) — Lead- 
ers of the Black Sea states 
met on Friday to try to im- 


E rove economic cooperation 
ut were unable to ignore 
deep tensions in their region. 


In a non-binding declara- 
tion at the end of a summit, 
the leaders from 1 1 states of 
the Black Sea Economic 
Cooperation Group referred 
to conflicts from Yugoslavia 
to Nagomd-Karabakh, which 
overshadow their efforts to 
work together. 

“They shared the same 
opinion on the importance of 
settling existing problems 
which have a negative impact 
on the climate of economic 
cooperation." the communi- 
que said. 

Most of the rest of the 
document was equally broad, 
talking of "needs" and 
"efforts" to control regional 
problems like uranium smug- 
gling. drug trafficking and 


more basic economic hurdles 
like road transport and ener- 
gy supplies. 

But despite the vague lan- 
guage and lack of concrete 
action diplomats sayJhe sum- 
mit achieved its aim of at 
least keeping many countries 
often in conflict talking to 
each other. 

Turkey's President Suley- 
man Dcmirel said the orga- 
nisation had a long way to go 
but offered a start. 

"The (BSEC) organisation 
is only three years old. If you 
consider that the European 
Union is 37 years old and 
there are still problems ... 
I’m very happy with the con- 
ference." Mr. Demircl told 
Reuters television in an inter- 
view. 

He denied that Turkey, 
which hosted the founding 
summit three years ago, 
wanted to control the group- 
ing. 

“If we sav that we (Tur- 
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MADRID (AFP) — Spain 
took over the rotating six- 
month presidency of the 
European Union Saturday 
with an ambitious agenda of 
projects for the 15 -member 
community, following the 
disappointing French stint. 

But just as domestic con- 
siderations, including a pres- 
idential election, cramped 
France’s style. Spain is. 
affected by political scandals 
affecting the government of 
Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez. 


key) are the locomotive, the 
other people will be the cars, 
and it won’t work,” he said. 
... Black Sea members in- 
fchide • Romania, Russia, 
Ukraine, Turkey, Georgia. 
Moldova. Bulgaria, Greece, 
Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Albania. The EU, Austria, 
Italy and Poland are among 
observers. . . 

Regional disputes inevit- 
ably surfaced. 

Azeri President Yaydar 


Madrid's priorities for the 
EU for the rest of this year 
include economic revival to 
create new jobs and ease the 
passage to a single Eusopean 
currency planned for 1999, 
tax harmonisation, freer 
trade and more transparency 
in the financial markets. 

On foreign policy Spain 
hopes to develop a strategy 
for bringing about EU mem- 
bership of countries in east- 
ern and central Europe, 
while involving non-EU 
states in the Mediterranean 
basin more closely. 

This will include negotiat- 
ing new agreements on Euro- 
pean relations with Egypt, 
Israel, Jordan and Morocco, 


and strengthen ties with Mal- 
ta and Cyprus, other candi- 
dates for EU membership. 

Part of the aim is to combat 
the rise of Islamic fun- 
damentalism in North Africa 
by aiding the development of 
those countries where it is • 
significant. 

This approach will be con- 
solidared at a Euro- 
Mediterranean conference to 
be staged in Barcelona in 
November, which will bring 
together leaders of 27 states. 

Spain also intends to 
strengthen links with Latin 
America with a view to 
fostering democracy and 
open economies, and boost- 
ing trade links with the Mer- 
cosur economic grouping of 
Argentina. Brazil, Paraguay 
and Uruguay. 

For EU residents, Madrid 
intends to strengthen the in- 
ternal “borderless" security 
zone with a European police 
agency and develop the idea 
of European citizenship, 
while 15 meetings are plan- 
ned during Spain’s tenure of 
the group preparing the way 
for the 19% intergovernmen- 
tal conference which will de- 
cide where Europe goes next. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, JULY 2, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you want support for a new 


interest, see your friends early today if you can and allow (or any 
possible delays. 


Aliyev raised the status of 
talks over the disputed 


Nagorno-Karabakh region 
with Armenia. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A worldly affair can be handled well 
this morning, but later today a disgruntled partner can pose a 
problem, if yon permit. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Take time for mediation this 
morning, then forget dull chores about the bouse and tonight you 
make fine new contact. 


Albanian Deputy Prime 
Minister Dylbcr Vrioni raised 
the plight of ethnic Albanians 
in the neighbouring rump 
Yugoslavia. 

Bulgarian President 
Zhclyu Zhclev also brought 
up the war in the former 
Yugoslavia, saying sanctions 
were “catastrophic." 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Do whatever will please 
your closest tie this morning, and later today steer dear of expensive 
entertainment. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Being with individuals who awaken 
your mentality is wise this morning, but later avoid a tense condition 
at home. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You find better ways of 
getting chores completed early today, then be off to visit older 
individuals you like. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Early today plan the 
evening's fun and then don't involve yourself in monetary matters so 
that the afternoon can be enjoyable. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Your best bet is to stay at 
home with your family. Show that you are dever and devoted as 
wdl. Avoid driving, if possible. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Forget worries and 
concentrate on whatever is of a constructive nature and make fine 
plans for the days ahead. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you steer dear of a' 
bigwig who has prejudices, you can easily sec how to become more 
successful today. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You can have fine ideas 
oiuramg through your mind so make the most of them, and fontet 
that outsider who is busy. s 


FISCHi: (February 20 to March 3)) Meditate and be more in tuner 
with Uk truth. Be content at home this evening and have a delightful 
lime witn vour loved one. ^ 


Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger's Eye 
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Dabbas: 
Government 
to study 
salary hikes 

he government is 
expected to start 
considering civil 
servants’ salaries next week 
in implementation of 
pledges it undertook in June 
1994 when it agreed to 
reconsider these salaries at 
the beginning of July every 
year. Chairman of the 
financial committee at the 
Lower House of Parliament 
* Hashem A] Dabbas said the 
committee had sent a mem- 
P orandum to the government 
' asking it to honour pledges 
it made during the House's 
debate of the 1995 fiscal 
budget draft law, including 
.a -promise to study *the 
prospect of increasing civil 
servants' salaries. The^Fi- 
nance Committee, Mr. 
Dabbas said, will start fol- 
lowing up the issue soon to 
ensure that the government 
grants its employees pay 
raises in accordance with a 
sound financial equation 
that takes into consideration 
the multi-economic indica- 
tors, including the rise in 
living expenses. 

Meanwhile, government 
sources have linked any pay 
-rises to the House's ap- 
proval of increasing the 
sales tax from seven per 
cent to 10 per cent. The 
government cannot give 
pay raises and shoulder addk£ 
'iional financial burdens: 
without having other rev- 
enues that would enable it 
to cover these raises in case 
they were approved, ihe 
sources said. The last pay 
raise received by civil ser- 
, vants, who number about 
437,000. was in June 1994. 
At the time, ihe Ministry 
of Finance estimated that 
the pay raise would cost it . 
JD 58-59 million annually 
(Al Aswaq). 
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** Land prices in the Jordan 
Valley rose between 10 and 
20 times as a result of the 
Middle East peace process, 
President of the Jordanian 
Real Estate Investors 
Society Mohammaid Kheir 
J A1 Kilani said. Mr. Kilani 
said the price of a dunum of 
land in the Jordan Valley 
.rose to JD 10,000, up from 
JD 50-100. He said the 
possibility of annulling 
laws banning real estate 
sale to Israelis has caused 
rises in land prices in most 
t of - the Kingdom's areas. 
Also the establishment of 
tourism projects, such as 
hotels, led to upsurges in 
land prices, especially in 
the Sports City and Medina 
streets in Amman, said Mr. 
Kilani, who added that the 
real estate market is 
governed by rumours — 
"much the same as the 
Amman Financial Market" 
He said the real estate 
market this summer will 
- not be as "hot" as expected, 
noting that the market is 
suffering of recession which 
caiised investors in the 
market to drop their 
expected profits from 1 5-20 
per cent to around 1 0 per 
cent (Al Aswaq). 

**A total of '50 industrial 
projects with a capital of 
JD 4,349,000 were regis- 
tered last month with the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade. A study prepared by 
the ministry's Industrial De- 
velopment Department said 
31 of these projects are 
based, in Amman, six tn 
Balqa, four in Mafraq, lh ree 
in each of Karak and Zarqa 
and one project in each i or 
• Madaba and Irbid (Al Ra 0- 


Gulf oil income surges in first half of 1995 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — An 
improvement in oil prices due 
to unusual discipline by 
OPEC boosted the earnings 
of Gulf Arab states by almost 
6 billion in the first half of 
1995, bankers said on Satur- 
day, 

Oil prices could* end the 
year with the same average as 
the first half due to an ex- 
pected recovery in demand in *■ 
the last quarter and this 
would help the- coffers of the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ. 

“Oil prices could weaken 
in the third quarter due to 
lower seasonal demand but 
they will likely recover in the 
last quarter due to a surge in 
demand. This means the 
price gains could be main- 
tained,” one banker said. 

Oil prices averaged around 
17 dollars in the first half of 
1995 compared with 14.5 dol- 
lars in the first half of 1994. 
With the GCC’s production 
remaining almost unchanged . 
at nearly 13 million barrels! 
per day (bpd), the price rise 
of 2.5 dollars means an extra 
revenue of around 5.9 billion 
dollars in the first half of 
1995. 


If oil prices stay at their 
current level through the 
year, then revenues could ex- 
ceed $80 compared with 
around $70 billion in 1994, 
when prices averaged nearly 
$15.5. 

The 17-doIlar average will 
be the highest since crude 
price reached 18.33 dollars in 
1992 and topped 19 dollars in 
1991 due to the Gulf war. 

The improvement in oil 
prices this year was attributed 
to higher world demand, 
complains by most OPEC 
members with their output 
quotas and Iraq's refusal to 
accept United Nations terms 
to return to the oil market. 

The situation is in contrast 
with the first quarter of 1994, 
when prices plunged to $13 
due to overproduction. a 
surge in global stockpiles and 
growing speculation about 
Iraq's resumption of crude 
exports. 

GCC slates — Saudi Ara- 
bia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) — pro- 
duced nearly 13.2 million bpd 
in the first half and they 
depend heavily on oil exports 
to finance their budget. The 


deteriroation of crude price 
over the past decade has bad- 
ly hurt their once flush cof- 
fers and tumel large sur- 
pluses in their budgets chro- 
nic deficits. 

The’six members have pro- 
jected eamingsl at around 
$59 billion for 1995 but the 
figure does not include indi- 
vidual * incomes in the UAE, 
which groups Abu Dhabi 
with Dubai and five other 
sheikhdoms. 

While federal earnings 
were projected at $4.6 bil- 
lion, the UAE’s total oil in- 
come is expected to reach 
around $13.6 billion in 1995 
at an average price of $17 and 
OPEC-decreed production of 
2.16 million bpd. 

“Oil prices will likely be 
lower in the third quarter as 
demand will go down by 
more than 700,000 bpd. But 1 
think they will rebound as 
demand will largely recover 
in the fourth quarter due to a 
surge in consumption in the 
northern hemisphere.” an oil 
expert said. 

Experts said. Gulf revenues 
could have sharply risen if oil 
producers outside Che 12- 
nation organisation of per- 


iroieum exporting countries 
— mostly North Sea produc- 
ers Britain and Norway — 
had. not raised output to face 
a growth in global! demand of 
around 1.2 million bpd. in 
1995. 

Such an increase has forced 
OPEC to maintain its official 
output ceiling of 24.52 mil- 
lion bdp until the end of 
1995, keeping the level un- 
changed Since September 
1993 and depressing OPEC's 
market share. 

But the cartel ministers 
have voiced optimism prices 
will remain stable until the 
end of the year as OPEC 
members are producing near 
demand, which is projected 
at around 24.9 million bpd in 
1995. 

Bankers said that if oil 
prices maintained their cur- 
rent level this year, the 
GCC’s income would rise to 
its highest level since mid 
1980s. 

“Oil prices were higher in 
1992 and 1991 but Kuwait’s 
production was negligible 
due to the damage to its 
energy sector during the Iraqi 
occupation,” a Gulf oil ex- 
ecutive said. 


Arab stockbrokers to hold 
first meeting in Beirut 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
More than 100- stockbrokers 
and officials from Arab finan- 
cial markets are to meet in 
Beirut this week to discuss 
development of their stock 
exchanges. 

The Arab Bourses’ Union 
(ABU) is sponsoring the July 
5-7 meeting, expected to 
draw 71 stockbrokers and 31 
market officials from 10 Arab 
states, stockbroker Zuhair 
Klaswani said here Friday. 

Die ABU secretary gener- 
al, Saafak AJ Rukaibi, said it 
was the first meeting of its 
kind in the Arab Work! and it 
coincides with economic re- 
forms in several regional 
countries. 

“Die meeting is important 
given the growing role of the 
Arab stock markets, which 
are expected to finance de- 
velopment projects in the re- 
gion in the light of new eco- 
nomic policies. 

“Such policies are giving 
priority to the private sector 
and encouraging the creation 
‘"of more official stock mar- 
- Tests,” he said. 

He said the conference 
would cover cooperation 
among stockbrokers, obsta- 
cles facing them, develop- 


ment of brokerage services, 
the role of markets in reforms 
and possible' creation of a 
brokers' association. 

The meeting will bring 
together stockbroker and 
financial officials from Saudi 
arabia, Qatar, Bahrain. 
Kuwait, Oman, Jordan, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and 
Lebanon, as well as the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates. 

More than 1,100 banks and 
companies are listed in Arab 
stock markets but only 10 
regional states have formal 
stocks exchanges. 

The Abu Dhabi-based 
Arab Monetary Fund (AMF) 
has sought to encourage the 
remaining Arab League 
members to set up floors as 
part of its new policies to 
push for reforms to repair 
regional economies. 

Most Arab economies are 
hit by debt, unemployment, 
inflation, and budget and ba- 
lance of payment deficits. 

The AFM, the main finan- 
cial institution in the region, 
has set up a data base to link 
stock markets in member 
states. Officials said six 
bourses had been linked to 
the base while other markets 
are expected to follow suit. 
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Moroccan leader to hold 
fish talks in Brussels 


BRUSSELS (R) — Moroc- 
can Prime Minister Abdella- 
tif Ftlali will hold talks in 
Brussels on Thursday to try 
and end the impasse over a 
new EU-Morocco fisheries 
agreement, a European 
Commission spokesman said 
on Friday. 

Mr. Fil&li is expected to 
put forward fresh proposals dur- 
ing meetings with European 
Commission President Jac- 
ques Santer and Fisheries 
Commissioner Emma Boni- 
-80. 

“It’s not a proper negotia- 
tion but it’s good news he’s 
coming because it means he 
has something fresh to say,” 


the spokesman said, adding 
the EU hoped it would be 
possible to fix a date for a 
sixth and final round of nego- 
tiations. 

Die EU and Morocco have 
been at loggerheads over 
Moroccan demands for sharp 
cuts in quotas and increased 
landings of catches in Moro- 
can ports. 

Fishermen in the Spanish 
port of Algeciras lifted an 
eight-week blockade of 
Moroccan imports on Thurs- 
day, saying they hoped the 
move would lead Rabat to 
curb its demands for sharp 
cuts in EU fishing quotas. 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
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INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

360 

7250 

5950 

1765 

6275 

3516 

250 

5044 

42367 

16600 

89389* 


55000 

500 

250 

8200 

9SU 

1794 

200 

66894 


VALUE PRBV. CLOSING 
TRADED CLOSING PRICE 
JD PRICE 


79520 

18560 

48475 

4943 

8149 

13255 

998 

21669 

48853 

26225 

272729 


222.000 221.000 
2.560 2.560 


8.010 

2.830 

1.320 

3.810 

3.990 

4.350 

1.160 

1.730 


8.200 
2. BIO 
1.290 
3.770 
3.990 
4.300 
1.130 
2.690 


INDEX NUMBER: 182.75 
CHANGE : -0.32* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRIC ITT 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN RATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 
JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS ■ 
ARAB IN T ER . FOR INV ESTMENT G EDUCATION 
JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVE S TMENT BOLDING 



192500 

3.380 

3.500 


960 

1.900 

1.920 


1050 

4.200 

4.200 


25420 

3.100 

3.100 


2470 

2.600 

2.600 


5562 

3.050 

3.100 


B74 

4.600 

4.37Q 


228836 

INDEX NUMBER: 135 

.12 


CHANGE 

: -0. 

26* 

34996 

1.730 

1.700 


192 

1.350 

1.280 


40089 

6.030 

6.030 


4900 

2.B20 

2.800 


9033 

2.400 

2.340- 


2360 

1.180 

1.180 


2517 

2.270 

2.210 


4798 

3.390 

3.300 


12500 

1.280 ' 

1.250 



SERVICES 


SECTOR 


47453 


11 1384 INDEX NUMBER: 132.19 
CHANGE t -1.15* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

3936 

15000 

3.850 

3.810 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

3450 

10626 

3.150 

3.070 

THE ARAB POTASH 

150 

770 

5.210 

5.150 

JORDAN PETROLEUM RBFIltARX 

220 

2292 

10.500 

10.420 

TEE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL ; 

487 

1669 

3.470 

3.420 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

3020 

15467 

5.1B0 

5.130 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

100 

264 

2.640 

2.640 

THE PUBLIC MIMIM 

450 

1463 

3.200 

3.250 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT t INVESTMENT 

500 

* 4038 

8.100 

B.O50 

ARAB INVESTMENT B INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

67 50 

5063 

.760 

.750 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

2150 

12603 

5.950 

5.900 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

59100 

28969 

.500 

.490 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING G TRADING 

2250 

3155 

1.410 

1.410 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

100 

385 

3.960 

3.850 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi MATCH/JZMCO 

300 

192 

.640 

.640 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

10600 

34662 

3.290 

3.270 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

7500 

16226 

2.180 

2.170 

JORDAN NEH CABLE COMPANY 

3350 

6351 

1.910 

1.900 


INDUSTRIAL 


GRAND TOTAL 


SECTOR 


1045 74 


308310 


159832 INDEX NUMBER: 232.92 
CHANGE : -1.03* 


772780 


INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE I 


157.90 

-0.61* 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARAUEL MARKET 


135081 

183632 



FOR RENT 

Al Rabia area 
3 B.Rl- heated 
swimming pool. , 
Furnished or 
unfurnished. 
Abdoun Real Estate 
810609 - 810605 


J A SECURE 

Motel 
SweiByeh 





if.o/nsL 

^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 

ta*a» ajS— f 4£jL4 

>• 39 44 - 818680 


(Z&eenA, 

Cafe- 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in . 

1 Hoar Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot* 
Mm 30% tmeper 

• Pfee •■I*r*8- 

mm^ROxBOem 

1 _ \ 

daanL*wQf)r 

Bank. Phone: 

Swcfieh tel: 823891 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
|Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
Tel: 693399 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished J 

c c3 

irand Unfurnished S 


“-Villas apartments 


a 


Sand office Space ® 

DC Du 

oTo Suit all Budgets o 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



RENTACAR 


i Uz ABDOUN 

81 9676 






jUdiU - 

-■ • M ' ■i' 

FOR RENT 


I Deluxe Villas I 
Apartments^ 
■ tatajanH 

[SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

TeL 864230 
Pan* 864231 


BKNVftN fiftRBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 


6pm nJ6-iMA&0 


K 


Shut AFAat saw? 
um LMataft CammrM Cenpw 

TmU 881174 



G013D 

MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon • 3*0 pm 
$00 - 11*0 
a. TeL: 



Fascinating and powerful 
Halogen lamps From 

OSRAM 



iWlilWER J,h ; j Ai.-lluw.-m 

Tel: 613746 - 613622 


i piano bar restaurant 



Quality Furnished Suites 

1 One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle 

674563 - 67455 


INO 

Sweifiyeh 9 

TURIT10 for Taste 

5639^ 






CROWN HOTEL 

* OLYMPIC SIZE \ 
SWIMMING POOL 

* moos COURT 
* SAUNA & JACUZZI 

TEL: 758180 
SALES OFFICE 
60SS04901S7 
RADIO * TV 
STATIONED. 




3(cvU SBcuyetfoJd j 



AI UP TO 50% 

BADIA B0UTIQUE\ 

Ext: Ranbow St. 

Tel: 657094 



46 

W 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 











- ~j£. ; 
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Yugoslavia's Made Divac (up) tries to stop an undea tiffed opponent daring their European 
Basketball Championship match (AFf* photo) 

Yugoslavia crush France 
to reach semifinals 


ATHENS (AP) — Paced by 
tbeir NBA stars, Lithuania, 
Croatia and Yugoslavia 
joined host Greece in the 
semifinals of the European 
Championship Friday and 
clinched berths at next Sum- 
pier's Olympic Games in 
Atlanta. 

Toni Kukoc led Croatia 
over Italy. 71-61, Arvydas 
Sab^nis powered Lithuania 

g ist Russia, 82-71, and Vlade 
ivay anchored Yugoslavia 
to al 104-86 victory over 

Panayiotis Fassoulas and 
Fanis Christodoulou com- 
bined for 37 points and 20 
rebounds to pace Greece 
over Spain, 66-64. 

Kukoc, of the Chicago 
Bulls, had a game-high 24 
points and 10 rebounds de- 
spite suffering a cut on his 
right hand as Croatia broke 
down Italy's stiff resistance in 
the second half. 

The four slots from Europe 
for the games went to the 
four semifinalists here and 
Russia, silver medalists at the 
1993 European Cham- 
pionship and the 1994 World 
Championship, now will miss 
the Olympics in Atlanta. 

"It's a tragedy for Russian 
basketball/' said Russian 
coach Sergei Belov. 

Croatia and Lithuania will 
clash in the semifinals, while 
Yugoslavia takes on Greece, 
which it beat in the prelimin- 
ary round. 

Greece, the only team in 
the last four without NBA 


players, is hoping to add to its 
- 1987 tide, when it also hosted 
the tournament. 

The Greeks slowly rallied 
to overcome an early nine- 
point Spanish lead. Forward 
• Christodoulou, who finished 
the game 5-for-7 from the 
3-pomt range, hit three 
straight 3-pointers at one 
stretch late in the half. 

Centre Fassoulas. who col- 


the locker to receive four 
stitches^ and returned to hold 
his team together when Italy 
dosed within one point, 48- 
47, seven minutes into the 
second half. 

He grabbed a defensive 
rebound and scored on the 
next drive, then had a steal 
and a defensive rebound, 
feeding centre Stojan Vrank- 
ovic for a dunk that made it a 


EUROPEAN BASKETBALL 


lected his 4th foul with 7:30 
left, returned to key a 10- 
point Greek run that dedded 
the game. Christodoulou first 
sank a 3-pointer for a 54-51 
lead. Fassoulas than scored 
the next two points, covertcd 
a three-point play and sank a 
book shot to make it 61-51 
with 3:10 left. 

The Greeks, roared on by 
a boisterous, capacity crowd 
of 20,000 at the Maroussi 
Olympic hall, held off Spain's 
final rally. 

Fassoulas had 20 points. 
Christodoulou had 17, and 
each had 10 rebounds. Alber- 
to Herreras scored 15 for 
Spain. 

Croatia, the 1992 Olympic 
silver medalist behind the 
U.S. Dream Team, ran into 
unexpetted trouble against a 
determined Italian team. 

Kukoc suffered a cut be- 
tween his third and fourth 
finger on the right hand early 
in the second half, went to 


decisive 58-47 Croatian lead. 

“When Toni came back 
into the game, wc won it," 
said Croatia '5 coach Aleksan- 
dar Petrovic. 

“I think I hit someone's 
knee but I am not sutc what 
happened. I didn't feel any 
pain during the game but it 
hurts a bit now. But there’s 
no reason for me not to 
play," Kukoc said. 

Yugoslavia, which missed 
the 1992 Olympics because of 
U.N. sanctions, is returning 
to a major tournament after 
on absence of nearly three 
years. 

Teams from former Yugos- 
lavia won five European ti- 
tles. The current team con- 
sists of players from Serbia 
and Montenegro, the only 
two republics ieft in the coun- 
try. 

Yugoslavia led by as many 
as 24 points and the French 
only cut the margin when the 
Yugoslavs slowed down in 
the second half. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH CJMftft SHAWT 

ft TftNNAH HOOCH 


Both i-jtarraMe. South dcab. 
NORTH 
*987 
7 K 10 9 4 
: a qj a 

* J 5 

WEST EAST 

tAKQJBStlOZ 
~ A ~ J 8 6 

97 6 . 3 3 2 

*962 * 10 9 7 4 3 

SOLTH 
*43 

7 Q 7 B 3 2 
. K IO 6 

* A K 8 

The biticiLrx 

Sooth W**t North Eftat 
47 Pu, 

Paa* Pan 


LEND A HELPING HAND 

Opening lead: Ktn| of * 

Make life u muy u pmiible for 
partner WrY* Mid lh*I often, bat 
cannot rep-*: ii raousb That'* the 
secret tn wutBtnf defer* 

Weax'e jump tc spade* «*s. 
by partnership aerecmcot, interme- 
diate. ahrmrinp s good mat and the 
ecrurairn: of an opening bid. Afraid 
that a brd of thn« Jicarta would 
■wivi competitive. North chow in- 
■tend to jump to came, which ended 

•Jbe auction. 

Weal embed the king *« v* 
spade*, then cm tinned with U» 
queen. East diMftrdrd • dia mo nd, 
declarer raffed and led » Jo* 

When West'a met appeared. Sooth 


claimed I he rets of the tricib. 

The c or rect defense is May to 
spot boo the West mbl. Sooth am- 
lv must have diem and lung of 
riufaa and king of diamonds to opts 
the lerid.-rtg. to the only hope of 
ae etin g the contract lay in a trinp 
p ec action. To make that clear to 
partner. West ahmld have led • low 
spade vo tbe third trick 

Aa long as East taka* care to nifT 
the trick wrtfc the nsfct of hearts, 
the conaset m o st go do wo to defeat. 
Declarer can c mraS with lb* 
Queen and lead a trump, but when in 
with the act of he ar ts. West simply 
reverts to a spade sad whether de - 
clarer nib high or in rkimsry. 
East rcuat score the jack of hearts 
« pawmt Srr tbs setting trick. 


Syria’s Al Jala’ arrive today to play 
Kingdom’s women’s national basketball team 


I •' 


By Alecn Bannayan 

Jordan Times Siaff Reporter 

AMMAN — Syrian 
women's basketball cham- 
pions Al Jala' Sunday arrive 
in Amman on a week-long 
visit to the Kingdom where 
they will play four matches 
against Jordan's national 
women's learn. 

The matches are in- 
tended to put the finishing 
touches on the Kingdom's 
team's preparations for the 
upcoming Asian Basketball 
Championship which will 
be held in Shizuaka, Japan 
July 23-30. 

Al Jala's lineup includes 
five players on the Syrian 
national team including Al 
Yarmouk club's powerful 
centre Elo Mardikian. 
Other national team players 
include Karin and Miriam 
Abdulnour, Karla 
Maghamez. Dina Abdul 
Samad and Joel Abboushi. 

Al Jala' have a 3-0 record 
over Jordanian teams. They 


beat Jordan’s 1994 cham- 
pions Al Jazirch twice in 
Aleppo early last year and 
again in July *94 when they 
finished second behind 
Lebanon's Homcntmen in 
Al Jazireh's five-team re- 
gional championship. 

Jordan's national team 
has been practising since 
January when the Jordan 
Basketball Federation 
(JBF) announced the re- 
grouping of the women’s 
team after a 12-year abs- 
ence from the basketball 
scene. 

The team is coached by 
Fadi Sabbah and includes: 
Rana Husseini. Tala 
Mauje, Jumana Salti. Hala 
Muheisen, Suhair Makusi. 
Andeira Qasscsich. Tctiana 
Qardan. Hind Ghouri. Sir- 
sa Naghaway. Dima 
Shadeed. Zcin Sha'sha'a. 
Rania Al Dajani ■ Jihan 
Abdulnour is also set to 
join the team on Monday 
after taking leave from her 
work in Beirut. 



Syria’s Al Jala* 


Becker survives early scare to reach last 16 


t ■» 


LONDON (R) — Three- 
times champion Boris Becker 
recovered from a shaky start 
to overcome Dutchman Jan 
Siemetink 2-6, 6-2, 6-2, 6-4 
and clinch a place in the last 
16 of the men's singles at 
Wimbledon on Saturday. 

The 27-year-old German, 
bidding to become only the 
second man in the tourna- 
ment's 118-year history to 
win singles championships 10 
years apart, finally proved 
too strong for the 25-year-old 
lefthander who broke the 
German's service twice in the 
opening set but was too often 
beaten by Becker's powerful 
and accurately hit ground 
strokes as the match progres- 
sed. 

Becker, who first won this 
title as an unseeded 17-year- 
old in 1985, would match the 
record of American Bill TII- 
den, the only man to date to 
win titles 10 years apart in 
1920 and 1930, if he won the 


crown for a fourth time next 
week. 

But in the early stages it 
looked as though the third 
seed would have his work cut 
out winning bis way into the 
fourth round. 

Siemerink broke Becker's 
service in the fourth and 
eighth games of the opening 
set which he won 6-2 in 42 
annates. The opening game ■ 
took 14 minutes and included 
12 deuces before the Dutch- 
man won it on his ninth game 
point. 

But Becker steadied him- 
self after that poor start. He 
broke back immediately at 
the start of the second set 
before rushing into a 5-1 lead 
and did not lose another ser- 
vice game in the match. 

Although he served only 
seven aces in the centre court 
sunshine, two of those came 
on second serves which left 
his opponent floundering as 


the German rediscovered his 
touch in the later stages. 

Becker broke Siemerink 
for a 5-4 lead in the fourth set 
and in the 10th game the 
Dutchman held his head in 
despair after misjudging a 
bounce which gave Becker 
match point. 

The German duly wrapped 
up proceedings with a sliced 
volley at the net after a work- 
manlike, rather than spec- 
tacular two hours and 18 mi- 
nutes. 

American seeds Lindsay 
Davenport and Mary Joe 
Fernandez lined up for a 
fourth-round clash in the 
women's singles. 

Seventh seed Davenport 
beat German Christina Sin- 
ger 6-7, 6-3, 6-2, while 13th 
seed Fernandez, her best 
friend on the circuit, brushed 
aside Miriam Oremans of the 
Netherlands 6-1, 6-2. 

Davenport conceded it 
would be difficult playing 


against Fernandez, beaten 
finalist at last year’s French 
Open and a semifinalist in all 
the. other Grand Slam events 
in "recent years. 

“It's definitely going to be 
weird' because she is like a 
sister to me. One of us will 
reach the quarters and it’s 
going to be me,’’ she said. 

Davenport. 19 and one of 
the giants of the women's 
tour at 1.89 metres, struggled 
with her serve against Singer 
in a first set in which she 
squandered four set points. 

Two came at 5-4 and she 
had two more in the tie-break 
before the 26-year-old Ger- 
man, who played with one 
ankle in a brace and the other 
taped, took it 10-8 on ber 
second set point. 

But the bulky Davenport's 
greater strength took over at 
that point and Singer wilted 
under the pressure. 

“I’m never going to be a 


Steffi Graf or a Gabriela 
Saba tin i,” she said when 
asked about her size. “I may 
not be that quick either but 
once I get moving I*ve got a 
fair bit of speed and anticipa- 
tion.” 

Her victory took her just 
under two hours. Fernandez, 
once ranked as high as fourth 
in the world, needed less than 
an hour to beat the hapless 
Oremans. 

Two unseeded players 
reached the last 16. Marianne 
De Sward t of South Africa 
beat Yone Kamio of Japan 
6-4, 6-4 and Australian 
Nicole Bradke defeated 
Angelica Gavaldon of Mex- 
ico 6-2, 6-4. 

Frenchman Cedric Pioline, 
who beat 1993 Wimbledon 
runner-up Jim Courier in the 
second round, overcame 
German qualifier Patrick 
Baur 64, 64, 6-3. 


Big servers revel in Wimbledon heatwave 


LONDON (AFP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic. Greg Rusedski - 
and Todd Martin, three of 
the biggest servers in tennis, 
blasted their way into the last 
sixteen of the men's singles at 
Wimbledon on Friday. 

With the continuing beat- 
wave making the famous 
grass courts at the AH Eng- 
land Gub play faster and 
foster, all three made a mock- 
ery of the new less- 
pressurised balls v£hich are 
being used at the Cham- 
pionships for the first time 
and which are supposed to 
slow- down matches. 

Ivanisevic, twice a finalist 
but determined to go one 
step further this year, served 
down another score of aces in 
his 64. 64. 64 centre-court 
defeat of Amaud Boctsch 
leaving the Frenchman shell- 
shocked. 

“It was just poom. poom. 
poom. poom. Even on his 
second serves you can’t see 
anything/* said' the 26-ycar- 


old'Boetsch after his humi- 
liating 84 minute loss. 

"It was great to be on 
centre-court but I maybe hit 
just ten balls in the whole 
match. What can I say?’* 

The fourth-seeded Iva- 
nisevic. who served 209 aces 
on his way to the 1992 final 
against Andre Agassi, admit- 
ted: "I always serve good on 
this court and this year the 
balls are flying with the heat. 
I’m not scared of playing 
anyone. But I’d rather hit 
just one ace rather than 209 
accs. and win this tourna- 
ment/’ 

Ivanisevic now faces 14th 
seed Todd Martin, a semi- 
finalist twelve months ago. 

Martin, a 6ft 6in (lm98) 
American, came back after 
trailing by rwo sets in one to 
beat compatriot Derrick Ros- 
tagno 6-3, 4-6, 4-6. 6-2. 64. 

There were scenes of ju- 
bilation on court one when 
Britain’s Canadian-born 
player Greg Rusedski, repu- 


i 

ted to have the world's big- 

g est serve, came storming 
ack to put out Olivier De- 
laitrc of France — 6-7 (6-8), 
64. 64, 7-6 (7/3). 

Sampras, bidding for his 
third consecutive singles 
crown, recovered from a 
shaky sfort to beat fellow- 
American Jared Palmer 4-6, 
64. 6-1, 6-2. 

In other third-round 
matches, Japan's number- 
one player Shuzo Malsuoka 
clawed his way back to win a 
gruelling five-set marathon 
against last weekend's Not- 
tingham champion Javier 
Frana of Argentina. 

Frana. who complained 
several times about the be- 
haviour and noise of a pre- 
dominantly Japanese crowd 
packed around court thirteen 
— one of the outside show- 
courts — crashed 7-6, (7/3). 
3-6. 6-7 (6/8). 7-6 (7/4). 6-3. 

Mutsuoku's next opponent 
will be American Michael 
Joyce who defeated Britain's 


home-grown hope Chris Wil- 
kinson 5-7, 64, 7-6 (7/3). 64. 

American baseline Aaron 
Krickstein had to go the full 
distance to outlast stubborn 
Spaniard Thomas Carbonell. 
He scored a 6-7 (2/7). 7-5. 
5-7. 6-3. 6-2 win and now 
faces Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
who defeated fcllow-Russian 
Alexander Volkov in 
straight-sets. 

Japanese hopes in the 
women’s singles took a blow 
when 15th seed Naoko Sawa- 
marsu who has twice reached 
the fourth round in five pre- 
vious visits, was beaten in 
straight-sets in the third 
round by qualifier Petra 
Kamstra. 

The 210th-ranked Dutch 
player scored a 6-1, 7-6 (7/5) 
win. 

Yayuk Basuki of Indonesia 
surged back after a hesitant 
start to reach the fourth 
round for the fourth consecu- 
tive year by beating East- 
bourne champion Nathalie 


Tauziat of France. 

Tauziat, who put out fifth- 
seeded compatriot Mary 
Pierce in the previous round, 
went down 7-6 (7/4). 3-6, 4-6. 

Spain's top favourites,, 
second-seed Arantxa* 
Sanchez- Vidario and defend- 
ing champion Conchita Mar- 
tinez, both took another step 
towards a probable semi-final 
showdown. 

Sanchez-Vicario. playing 
possibly the best grass-court 
tennis of her career defeated 
1990 finalist Zina Garrison- 
Jack son in straight-sets. 

The 31 -year-old American, 
who is appearing at the 
Championships for the last 
time, won only five games. 

Martinez, who had lost 
only five of 44 matches this 
season and who has been 
beaten only once — by Steffi 
Graf in the French Open 
semi-finals — in her last five 
tournaments, defeated Shaun 
Stafford of the United States 
6 - 1 . 6 - 1 . 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Martina Navratilova received 
a standing ovation from the 
centre court crowd Friday 
when she made her 23rd 
appearance in a row at 
Wimbledon. 

Now retired as a singles 
player, the nine-time Wimb- 
ledon titlist had planned to 
aim for an eighth women's 
doubles title but her partner. 
Steffi Graf, pulled out to 
avoid aggravating injuries. 

But Navratilova, who first 
played in 1973 as a 16-year- 
old. teamed up with Jonathan 
Stark in a first- round mixed 
doubles match. They downed 
fellow Americans Matt Lucc- 
na and Tami Whit linger- 
Jones. 64. 7-6 (7-1). 

Big money on Andre: after 
five days of Wim' ledon. the 
money's pouring in on Andre 
Agassi to win his second title. 


Navratilova returns for 23rd time 


even though Pete Sampras 
remains favoured to win his 
third in a row. 

According to bookmakers 
Ladbrokes. Sampras remains 
the 4-5 favourite but the odds 
on Agassi, who won the title 
fn 1992 and has breezed 
through his two early march- 
es without dropping a set. 
have shortened from 5-1 to 
2 - 1 . 

Three-time titlist Boris 
Becker remains third 
favourite and his odds ha- 
ven't changed at 6-1, while 
Goran Ivanisevic, runner up 
in ‘92 and last year, started at 
9-1 but now is S-l. 

Another big mover in the 
odds list is Petr Korda of the 
Czech republic. The lefth- 
ander . who was 500-1 before 


the tournament started, is a 
33-1 shot after bearing Fifth 
seed Michael Chang in 
straight sets in the second 
round Tuesday. 

Five-rime titlist Steffi Graf 
remains the 1-2 favourite to 
win the women's tournament 
with defending titlist Conchi- 
ta Martinez second at 7-2. 

Don’t copy Andre: Andre 
Agassi would be hooted off 
court if he tried to play at any 
of the stuffy English dubs, 
according to tennis coach 
Alan Jones, 

"It is not because of the 
way he plays, but what he 
wears, "said Jones, long time 
coach of Britain's Jo Dune. 

"Andre Agassi, the most 
marketable and charismatic 
figure in the game, would not 


be allowed to play at virtually 
any club in the land." Jones 
. said in a criticism of ihc 
British attitude to the game. 

“ The kids want to put on 
the same clothes as him. But 
they would be kicked off 
court if they w ore what be did 
when he won the Australian 
Open. " 

At several tournaments 
this year, Agassi wore Mack 
socks and shoes and pat- 
terned shorts. At Wimble- 
don . players are made to 
wear predominantly white 
and Agassi complies, even 
with a white bandana on his 
head. 

" His all-white gear for 
Wimbledon is exceptional . " 
Jones said. " How arc wc 
going to get our kids playing 


in droves if rhev can't emu- 
late their hero'.* 

"The archaic attitude of 
our c/ubs « a huge problem 
and unless they change their 
ways towards children, we 
arc going to have problems. 

"We simply aren't getting 
enough youngsters into the 
game They could play the 
game nude as long as they 
we.tr the right shoes so they 
don't scuff up the court. " 

Signing ofr: Michael 
t-nang. recent finalist at the 
French Open clocked in and 
our W,mbIcdon in double 
gutc* tunc when he waj 
beaten in it might -sets in the 
second-round by Czech Petr 
Korda But the fourth-seeded 
Chincse-American won an 
army of new fans after his 
morning practice session. He 
stayed behind on the Aoranja 
Pirk Corn for a full 20 nri- 
nures unit! every autograph 
hunter had been satisfied. 
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NBA locks out 
players 


new YORK (R) — The 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion, previously untainted by 
the . labour woes that have 
blemished other team sports, 
began its Erst work stoppage 
at nridrright on Friday when 
the owners locked out the 

players. 

The lockout began when 
the “no-strike, no-lockout” 
agreement struck in October 
expired. Commissioner 
David Stern said on Friday 
that the owners had “no 
other option.” 

“Recent events left the 
owners no other option be- 
cause die players repudiated 
a hard-fought agreement con- 
taining compromises and dif- 
ficult choices by both sides,” 
Stem said. 

: “It’s a shame that the suc- 
- cess we and our players have 
enjoyed as a remit of work- 
ing together is now in jeopar- 
dy.” 

The lockout coincides with 
expiration of the no-strike, 
no-lockout pledge made by 
both rides last October that 
allowed the 1994-95 season to 
be played without interrup- 
tion. The last collective bar- 
gaining aggreement expired 
exactly a year ago.' 

The owners last week 
unanimously approved an 
agreement worked out be- 
tween the league and the 
Players’ Association. Bat 


player representatives post- 
poned then- votes on the deal 
and a small group of promin- 
ent players have taken steps 
to decertify the union and 
nullify the recent negotia- 
turns. 

“The deal reached last 
week was the product of 18 
months of hard-fought good 
frith bargaining,” said NBA I 
deputy commissioner Russ 
Gmrik, a member of the 
negotiating team. 

“If that deal is no longer 
acceptable to the players, 
then we are prepared to keep 


with no bargaining ses- 
sions scheduled for Friday, 
however, the NBA appears , 
headed for the same type of 
labour problems that plagued 
baseball and hockey last 
year. 

The NBA has prospered 
and avoided any serious 
labour strife since Stem be- 
came commissioner in 1984. 

The lockout cancels pay- 
ments to players for the 1995- 
96 season and terminates all 
benefits. It also prohibits 
negotiations and contract 
signings between teams and 
players. 

Ail summer leagues, tryout 
and 1 team-sponsored off- 
season games will be' cancel- 
led and team training facili- 
ties will be shot down, the 
• league said. 


Arabi, Faisali clash 
in Jordan Cup 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A1 Arabi Sunday take on the coundy’s top 
soccer team, A1 Faisati, in the final round of the loth 
Jordan Cap — the second most important of the Kingdom s 

soccer competitions. . . „ 

A1 Faisali are aiming for a fourth consecutive and a 
record 9th Jordan Cop title, while A1 Arabi have a modest 
record and were the winners in 1986. 

‘ A1 Faisali eliminated A1 Jazireh and AI Zarqa while A1 
Arabi upset newcomers Kuffsoum and Al Qoqazi on their 
way to the final round. 

• The other teams in the final round are Al Hussein and Al 

Ramtha. . , . 

Al Hussein, who clinched their -first major title when 
they won the 1994 Federation Shield, had an easy path to 
final round eliminating lowly Al Yarmonk and Sriiab. 

Al Ramtha also easily qualified, overcoming Al Baqaa 
and That-Ras. Al Ramtha were the Jordan Cop finalists in 
die last two years and die titieholders m 1990 and T991. 

Twenty height teams from the First Division and the 
Premier League entered the Jordan Cup. The most 
surprising result was Premier League champions Al 
Wihdafs elimination by Al Baqaa. 

Schudule of Jordan Cup 
final round matches 

Sun. 2/7 Faisali vs. Arabi 
Mon. 3/7 Hussein vs. Ramtha 
. Thursday 617 Faisali vs. Hussein 

Aralri vs. Ramtha 

Sunday 9/7 Faisali, vs. Ramtha 
Arabi vs. Hnssem 


Jordan Cup record 
(Runners up in brackets) 
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1993- 

1994.. 
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Hill wins pole for 
French Grand Prix 



MAGNY COURS, France 
(AFP) — Damon Hill was- 
celebrating a pole position 
start in the French Grand 
Prix on Saturday, but world 
champion Michael Schu- 
macher was left with a tyre 
shortage which jeopardises 
his race on Sunday. 

Hill, on provisional pole 
after Friday’s first qualifying, 
saw the prized position 
chan ge hands four times in 
the second session, before 
returning to the Williams Re- 
nault driver for good with a 
time of a 1 min 17.225sec. 

Schumacher, top of the 
current drivers’ cham- 
pionship with a seven-point 
lead over Hill, was twice m 
pole position before finaly 
being forced to settle for 
second fastest in 1:17.512. 

But the German was clear- 
*ly upset at events earlier in 
the weekend which are cer- 
tain to slow him down on 
Sunday. ‘ . 

Over-zealous Goodyear 
technicians -punctured two 
set? of Schumacher^ tyres on 

Friday while taking tyre 
temperatures — reducing 


Cyclists in 


the Tour de France — the world’s major cycling competition on their last lap down the Cbamps-EIysees in iris (FDe photo) 


Indurate aims for history at Tour de France 


SAINT-BRIEUC, France 
(AP) — Five in succession. It 
has never been done. Still, 
Miguel Indurate is favoured 
to rewrite the 92-year-old his- 
tory of the Tour de France 
over the next three weeks. 

' Standing in the way of the 
supreme cyclist of the 1990s is 
Tony Rominger, an aging 
Swiss who is reaching peak 
form at 34, and local hero 
Laurent Jalabert, who has 
been tr ansfo rmed into an all- 
round star since he crashed 
out of last year’s tour. 

The prologue will give a 
first indication on who’s hot 
and who’s not, especially 
since it will be run on an 
undulating - 7. 3-kilometre/ 
(43-mfle) loop through this 
brittany resort town. 

“The prologue will be par- 
ticularly tough. It’ll be a test 
for everyone,” Indurate said. 

But for tile Spaniard, it’ll 
be a 23-day, 3,635-kilometre 
(2,254-mile) test to see 
whether he can join Belgian 
Eddy Merckx and French- 
men Jacques Anquetil and 
Bernard Hinault as five-time 


winners. What sets Indurate ' 
apart, is that he can do it in 
five consecutive years. 

“Hie fifth tour doesn’t 
worry me. I*m just centering 
on winning this one,” Indu- 
rate said Friday. And his 
preparation has been flaw- 
less, including victories in 
two preparatory one-week 
races that cover portions of 
this year’s tour. 

‘Tm in excellent form,” he 
said. Considering he has won 
by ever-bigger margins over 
the past four years, some 
might think the result is a 
foregone conclusion. 

However, for the first time 
in years, opposition looks 
reai'.toiigh* 

be a lot harder for 
Miguel, because there are a 
lot of guys in great shape,” 
Rominger said. 

Incl uding himself. Romfo- 
ger, currently No. 1 in the 
world rankings, over- 
whelmed opposition during 
the Giro last month and 
already took Indurate’s one- 
hour time trial world record 


last fall. On top of this, he 
claims to feel no pressure. 

‘Tm already satisfied with 
my year. I’ve won tire Giro,” 
the Swiss said.. But after 
finishin g second in 1993 and 
abandoning last year’s race 
after falling HI, the ‘yellow 
jersey* going to the tour win- 
. ner is one of the few things 
• still missing. And at his age, 
he knows be will not get to 
many more, chances. 

The Parisians will be look- , 
teg for Jalabert in yellow 
dining the concluding laps on 
the Champs Elysees when 
what’s left of the 189-strong 
starting field hits Paris on 
July 23. 

France basuot had a cham- 
pion since Hinault won his 


last of five tours in 1985 and 
Jalabert has given them 
hope. 

Currently third in the 
world rankings, just below 
Indurate, he has won one-day 
Hussies and climbed on some 
of the toughest mountains 
along with the best. 

' Itis a far cry from last year, 
when he crashed boTribly 

ish oAhe tom^foongreveral 
teeth and needing reconstruc- 
tive surgery on his face. 

He missed the rest of the 
year, but it brought him back 
stronger and better tins sear 
son.* 

Other outsiders ' include 
Evguem Berzin /who finished 
second in the Giro. The Rus- 


sian has been peaking to- 
wards his best form over the 
past weeks, as has Italy’s star 
mountain climber Marco 

Pan tan i. 

A merican Lance Arm- 
strong is not among the 
favourites and he has set him- 
self less lofty goals too — 
finishing is paramount. 

His first two tours finished 
early, with pre-planned de- 
sertions halfway through the 
race. 

After winning the Tour 
Dupont at home, he is 
reaching cycling maturity at 
23. 

“I have never done three 
weeks. I wouldn’t rated bong 
dose to the top 10 in the final 
standings,” he said. 




After Saturday’s opening, 
the next test comes on Tues- 
day when a 67-kilometre 
(41.6-mile) team time trial is 
set 

July 9 could be decisive for 
many with the first individual 
time trial over 54 kilometres 
of hilly terrain in Belgium. 
* Over fee past years. Indurate 
each time opened a big gap, 
and controlled fee race from 
that point. 

Climbers get their chance 
after that, wife five mountain 
stages in the Alps and 
Pyrenees. * 

If thing are still not settled 
by July 22, a final time trial 
should. 

The next day the Tour will 
. be history and Indurate may 
have his share of it. 
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FOR RENT 
Furnished Flat, 

Near Marriott Hotel 

Two bedrooms, central heating, telephone, and a 
wide garden. 

Contact: Tel. 662672 

Location in Khalda. Consists of two separ- 
ate floors. Ground floor 250Sq.m and first 
I floor is 360Sq.m. It is possible to rent the 
| whole villa, or only the first floor. 




Wr- * « 

^7% 


i “MV. 


mi 




SEIF & NAWFAL 



^/©fB^> Scfatch & win C ou P oa 

TPv win Thousands 

of Instant Prizes 

1st Prize : 1995 ROVER Duty Paid 
And Other Valuable Gifts 


him to live sets for the entire 
weekend. 

“We’ve got big problems, 
said Schumacher. “We don’t 
have enough tyres for the 
race — we can’t run the old 
tyres because it would be a 
safety risk. My car would be 
unsafe if I had to use those 
other tyres. We all know 
what happenes when a tyre 
explodes.” 

Benetton asked the ruhng 
International Automabile 
Federation for permission to 
use an extra two sets — but 
fee FIA refused to bend the 
rules. 

Benetton were appealing 
that decision on Saturday, 
but a u-turn by officials here 
looked unlikely. 

Schumacher said: I m 

sure that it’s being discussed 
at fee momeent. But now is 
not the time to make a stupid 
comment.” 

Schumacher’s press mana- 
ger, Heiner Buchfeger, later 
tned to play down the drama. 

“We are negotiating at fee 
moment," he told AFP, “but 
I don’t think there’s ’much 
chance that the FIA anrgoing 
to change their mind. 
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Russian cabinet easily 


wins no-confidence vote 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
The Russian government sur- 
vived a no-confidence vote in 
parliament on Saturday after 
President Boris Yeltsin sacri- 
ficed three top hardline mem- 
bers of the cabinet. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin emerged 
strengthened from the vote, 
which could have forced Mr. 
Yeltsin to choose between 
dismissing the government or 
dissolving parliament, and 
said he wanted to cooperate 
with the deputies rather than 
fight them. 

“The confrontation be- 
tween the executive power 
and the legislature has been 
resolved,” he told reporters. 

“Now it is time to work 
and not to quarrel.” he said, 
calling for better cooperation 
with the cabinet. 

A total of 193 deputies 
supported the no-confidence 
motion in the State Duma 
lower house of parliament, 
short of the 226 required for 
the vote to pass. 

On June 21. 241 deputies 
had supported a non-binding 
no-confidence vote but some 
appeared by Mr. Yeltsin's 
Kremlin purge ahead of the 
second, binding vote. 

“The Duma proved to be 
more responsible rhan many 
people have thought.” 
Vyachelsav Nikonov, a mod- 


erate deputy, said. 

The Duma initiated the 


vote in anger at a bloody raid 
by Chechen gunmen' last 
month on the southern Rus- 
sian town of Budennovsk in 
which at least 121 people 
were killed and more than 
1.000 held hostage for six 
days. 

If Saturday's vote had pas- 
sed. Mr. Yeltsin would have 
been forced under the con- 
stitution to sack the govern- 
ment or dissolve parliament 
and call an election. The next 
election is currently sche- 
duled for December! 

Mr. Yeltsin had made clear 
he would opt to dissolve the 
Duma rather than dismiss the 
government and some de- 


Abu Zeid’s 


colleague 
files appeal 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A col- 
league of Nasr Hamed Abu 
Zeid, a university professor 
ruled a heretic and ordered 
separated from his wife. 


raised an appeal to suspend 
of t' 


execution of the sentence, 
legal sources said Saturday. 

The Court for Emergency 
Matters will examine on 
■Thursday the appeal filed by 
Ahmad Hussein Al Ah warn, 
a science professor at Cairo 
University. 

On July 15. in an unpre- 
cedented ruling, an appeals 
court judged Dr. Abu Zeid. 
an Arabic professor, a heretic 
and ordered him separated 
from his wife on the grounds 
that a Muslim woman cannot 
be married to an apostate. 

The court ruled that Dr. 
Abu Zeid's writings attacked 
islam and denied the 
teachings of the Koran. 

Dr. Ahwani’s appeal, if 
won, would suspend the 
separation of the couple until 
an appeal against the judge- 
ment is considered. 

Dr. Ahwani pointed out in 
his appeal that Dr. Abu Zeid 
had pronounced the oath of 
Islamic faith in a public state- 
ment published in a govern- 
ment newspaper after the 
judgement. 

Meanwhile, the public pro- 
secutor’s office announced on 
Saturday it would raise an 
appeal against the judgement 
before the Supreme Court by 
the end of next week, after 
studying the ruling. 

Dr. Abu Zeid also intends 
to appeal the judgement be- 
fore the Supreme Court. 


Jailed for poster 


A Cairo court on Saturday 
sentenced a cinema owner to 
three months in jail with hard 
labour tor displaying 3 film 
poster that showed an actress 
in a low-cut dress. 

The court fined Badea 
Sobby, who is also a film 
producer, five hundred 
pounds (SK7) for offending 
public morals. 

The [poster is for a 1973 
production called “Layali 
Lan Taaud" (unrepeatable 
nights) starring renowned 
femme fatale Nahed Sherif. 

Sheikh Yousef Al Badri, a 
former member of parlia- 
ment turned Islamist 
preacher, took Mr. Sobhy to 
court along with nine Muslim 
fundamentalist lawyers. 

The film censor's office 
had given Mr. Sobhy permis- 
sion in 1973 to show the film 
and told him he could dis- 
plays the poster only if he 
covered Ms. Sheafs cleav- 
age. the plaintiffs said. 


puties called Saturday's vote 
“a gesture of self- 
preservation. ” 

In a clear attempt to avoid 
a head-on collision with par- 
liament, Mr. Yeltsin on Fri- 
day accepted the resignations 
of three senior ministers 
widely blamed for the Buden- 
novsk drama and for Russia's 
bloody campaign in the rebel 
region of Chechenya. 

They were Interior Minis- 
ter Viktor Yerin. Nationali- 
ties Minister Nikolai Yegor- 
ov, federal security service 
chief Sergei Stepashin. Mr. 
Yeltsin also sacked Yevgeny 
Kuznetsov, governor of the 
Stavropol region which in- 
cludes Budennovsk. 

The president ignored calls 
to sack his long-time ally. 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev, who was the top of 
the list of ministers who de- 
puties wanted sacked and 
who had offered to resign on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Grachev sided with 
Mr. Yeltsin during a bloody 
hardliners’ revolt in Moscow 
in October 1993. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin was not 
the main target of the no- 
confidence motion. He has 
won unde public backing by 
negotiating an end to the 
Budennovsk hostage crisis 
and clearing the way for new 
peace talks in Chechenya. 

. The staunchest opponents 
of Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin. such as the com- 
munists and ultra-nationalists 
of Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
made clear they would con-* 
tinue trying to topple the 
government. 

“Those who rule Russia 
now have inflicted more 
harm to it than (Nazi leader 
Adolf) Hitler and Napoleon 
(French emperor who in- 
vaded Russia in 1812)," Mr. 
Zhirinovsky said during a 
brief debate. “They are 
worse, more insidious and 
terrible.” 

“We do not trust this gov- 
ernment ... its policy is 
ruinous," said communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov. 


Peace talks look op 


Russian and Chechen 
negotiators meeting in Groz- 
ny said Saturday that a partial 
breakthrough in their peace 
talks looked likely by the 
evening. 

Debates in the morning on 
political issues had been "the 
most successful so far.” said 
Sandor Me&zaros. head of the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) mission, which is 
sponsoring the talks. 

Mr. Meszaros said there 
was “hope for an agreement 
(his evening." and Russian 
mediator Arkadi Volsky 
echoed the optimism. 

Separatist negotiator Us- 
man Imayev said Chechen 
chief of staff Aslan Mash k ha - 
dov had left Grozny "for 
consultations" and should re- 
turn with “good news for this 
evening." 

Mr. Imayev would not say 
whether Mr. Mashkadov 
would be seeing fugitive rebel 
president Dzhokhar Dudayev 
— who is rumoured to be 
staying too far away for a 
return trip of just' a few 
hours. 

None of the peace talks 
delegates would say what 
issues were likely to be re- 
solved Saturday, but the 
main political issue of recent 
days has been the question of 
elections, which Moscow 
would like to see held in 
November. 


Other main questions in- 
clude the setting up of an 
interim government ahead of 
elections, what type of elec- 
tions — legislative or pres- 
idential — and whether Mr. 
Dudayev can stand. 

The peace talks began June 
18, and have so far succeeded 
only in achieving a poorly 
observed ceasefire. 

On Thursday, Mr. Volsky 
said a further round of peace 
talks could involve a face-to- 
face meeting between Mr. 
Chernomyrdin and Mr. 
Dudayev. 



Suspected informer killed in south Egypt 


ASSIUT (R) — Suspected Muslim militants shot dead a 
farmer they believed was a police informer as he returned 
home from the fields in southern Egypt, security sources 
said on Saturday. They said two gunmen opened fire on 
Salah Nageh Tadros on Friday night in the village of Greis 
in Minya province, about 240 kilometres south of Cairo. 
The men are allegedly members of the militant Al Gamaa 
Al Islamiyah. which has been fighting a low-level guerrilla 
war against police in southern Egypt for more than three 
years in a bid to destabilise the Egyptian government and 
set up a strict Islamic state. The assailants believed Tadros 
had helped police with their investigations into militant 


violence in Minya province, the focus of most police- 
militant clashes in the past few months- More than 780 


people have been killed in political violence in Egypt since 
militants launched their campaign in 1992. 


Lebanon gets back stolen statues 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon recovered four ancient Phoeni- 
cian marble statues after they were smuggled out of the 
country during the civil war and sold in Switzerland. The 
four sons of Ashmoun. the Phoenician god of health, were 
brought back home on Friday evening after intensive 
negotiations between Lebanese and Swiss judicial author- 
ities. “We knew about the statues through a Swiss 
archaeologist who notified us after recognising them at a 


Swiss gallery." former Lebanese Ambassador in Switzer- 
land Fouad Al Turk, who led the negotiations, told 


reporters at Beirut airport. He said the statues, dating to 
the second millenium B.C.. were transferred from 
Ashmoun temple in the coastal city of Sidon during 
Lebanon's 1975-1990 civil war to the city of Byblos. In 
19S2. they were smuggled to Belgium and then sold to a 
Swiss woman. “Thank God we were able to bring back the 
statues safely to Lebanon as their historical and archaeolo- 
gical value is priceless," Mr. Turk said. 


Funeral service held for Daoud Tawi! 


PARIS (AP) — Government representatives, ambassa- 
dors. and family friends paid their last respects Friday to 
Daoud Tawi!. a prominent banker from the West Bank 
who was also Yasser Arafat's father-in-law. Tawil. who 
lived in Paris for many years, died Monday after a long, 
undisclosed illness. Sutia Arafat. supported by body guards 
and wearing sunglasses, bartled tears as she tossed a single 
pink rose into her father's grave at the Montparnasse 
cemetery. Tn an interview published earlier this week, she 
expressed the hope that her father would live long enough 
to witness the birth of her first child. Mrs. Arafat is 
expected to deliver next month. Funeral services at the 
Saint-Stephanc church drew many prominent political 
figures, including the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
chief s cabinet head. Ramzi Khoury. According to the 
French news agency Agence-France’ Presse. Mr. Arafat 
was unable to attend the funeral. AFP also reported the 
presence of the former Israeli governor of Napiouse, 
Tawil's home city, a long-time family friend. Former 
French President Francois Mitterrand was represented by 
his son. Jean-Christophe. Ambassadors from several Arab 
countries also reportedly attended. 


Judge delays trial of Lebanese MP 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese court Saturday postponed the 
trial of a member of parliament (MP) charged for 
trafficking drugs, judicial sources said. They said the judge 
decided 10 delay until July 29 the trial of Yahia Shamas. 
due to the absence of several members of the tribunal 
council and of Mr. Shamas himself who is being treated for 
cardiac problems at a Beirut hospital. Shamas. a Muslim 
deputy for the Bekaa Valley which was a centre for the 
muUi-miUion-dollar illegal trade during Lebanon’s 1975- 
1990 civil war, was charged last March with possession, 
processing, smuggling and dealing in drugs. He was 


arrested on drugs charges last November after parliament 
lifted his immunity. If convicted, Mr. Shamas could be 


sentenced to up to seven years in prison. 


Ekeus holds intense talks with Rashid 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
A U.N. team seeking 
answers to the last questions 
about banned Iraqi militaiy 
programmes spent all of 
Saturday in intensive talks 
that couud help determine the 
future of economic sanctions. 

A U.N. official said Rolf 
Ekeus, head of the U.N. 
programme to eliminate the 
Iraqi weapons, met in the 
morning with General Amir 
Mohammad Rashid, former 
head of the Military Indus- 
trialisation Organisation. 

Meetings of experts from 
both sides continued through 
the afternoon and evening. 

Mr. Ekeus was scheduled 
to meet Gen. Rashid and 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz on Sunday for final talks 
before leaving en route to 
New York to report his find- 
ings to the U.N. Security 
Council, the official said. 

Details of the talks, 
thought to centre on a mis- 
ring 17 tonnes of "growth 
media" that could have been 
used to make biological 
weapons, were described as 
too sensitive to be discussed 
before reporting in New 
York. 

Mr. Ekeus, head of the 
U.N. Special Commission on 



U.N. disarmament chief Rolf Ekeus talks to reporters in 
Baghdad upon his arrival on Friday (AFP photo) 


disarming Iraq (UNSCOM). 
met Gen. Rasnid. the newlv- 


appointed oil minister and 
main Iraqi negotiator on dis- 
armament also on Friday. 

His six-member U.N. de- 
legation included three ex- 
perts in biological weapons 
was expected to stay three 
days, after flying in from 


UNSCOM's rear base in 
Manama. It is the second 
Ekeus visit to Baghdad in the 
last month. 

Iraq said Sunday it would 
dear up international con- 
cerns about its germ warfare 
potential if (he United Na- 
tions gave Baghdad a dean 
bill of health on other 
weapons programmes. 

After his last visit to Bagh- _ 
dad at the end of May, Mr. 
Ekeus told the Security 
Council that Iraq's failure to 
disclose germ warfare details 
was the only significant 
obstacle to lifting the oil 


embargo. 

Gen. Rashid has been the 
main negotiator with UN- 
SCOM as the head of the 
Military Industrialisation 
Organisation, which was 
tasked with converting the 
country's militaiy industn/ to 


civilian uses after the Gulf 


war. 

He was named to the post 
of oil minister on Friday, 
replacing Safaa Jawad. who 
became advisor to President 
Saddam Hussein's office. The 
offirial news agency INA 
gave no explanation for the 
move. 


The Military Industnahsa- 
tion Organisation is directly 
responsible to President Sad 
dattT Gen. Hussein Kamal 

Hassan, the president s son- 
in-law and industry minister. 

was named as its new director 

on Friday. . 

. Mr. Ekeus. a former Swed- 
ish Diplomat, said before 
arriving he wanted Iraq to 
account for the "growth 
media/’ Iraq said its coopen’ 
tion depended on the United 
Nations declaring investiga- 
tions into other weapons 
programmes permanently 
closed and guaranteeing to 
lift the ban on oil «pqrts. 

With splits inside the U.N. 
Security Council over terms 
for easing sanctions. Iraq 
hopes, the U.S. determination 
to keep sanctions would be 
overcome by the more sym- 
pathetic view of France, Rus- 
sia and China. 

The United States has link- 
ed a lifting of the sanctions, 
which have blocked Iraq's oil 
exports and devastated its 
economy, to Iraqi behaviour 
in a wide range of areas 
beyond the military program- 
mes. including its human 
rights record. 

The United States can 
block in casing of the sanctions 
through its veto power in the 
Sccunty Council — which it 
has vowed to use if necessary . 

Russia and France have 
both suggested linking an 
easing ofthe ban on oil ex- 
ports to Mr. Ekeus reporting 
Iraq has complied with all the 
arms control demands, in- 
cluding biological weapons. 


Gore 


leaves 


Russia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
U.S. Vice-President Al Gore 
left Moscow on Sarurday af- 
ter two days of talks with 
Russian Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin on econo- 
mic cooperation, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency said. 

Mr. Gore took part in the 
meeting of a U.S .-Russian 
commission on economic and 
technological cooperation, 
which he co-chairs with Mr. 
Chernomyrdin. 

The most important agree- 
ment sealed during the meet- 
ing held on Thursday and 
Friday was a S15 billion deal 
to develop oil and gas fields 
off Russia's far esatem island 
of Sakhalin. 

This project involves U.S. 
Exxon Corp and Japan's 
Sodeco (Sakhalin Oil De- 
velopment Company). 

The Gore-Cliemomyrdin 
talks, taking place amid’ tight 
security due to Russia's con- 
flict with Chechen separat- 
ists. coincided with the dock- 
ing of the U.S. space shuttle 
Atlantis with the Russian 
orbital station Mir. 

The shuttle was earning 
five U.S. astronauts and two 
Russian cosmonauts on the 
first of several planned joint 
missions that could lead to 
the establishment of an inter- 
national space station. 

The meeting ended just a 
day before Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin's government survived a 
vote of no-confidence in par- 
liament on Saturday. 

TABS said 21 documents 
have been singed during the 
meeting. Gore also met Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin during his 
stay. 

Mr. Gore and Chernomy- 
rdin failed to settle a dispute 
over nuclear sales 10 Iran but 
took some steam out of a row- 
over a U-S. -Russian uranium 
deal. 

However, the U.S. State 
Department sard Friday, 
Russia met U.5. concerns ab- 
out Russian conventional 
arms sales to Iran during Mr. 
Gore's talks in Moscow, 

At a U.S. -Russian summit 
in September 1994 in 
Washington. Mr. Yeltsin 
pledged not to sell conven- 
tional weapons to Iran once 
existing contracts were Totally 
honoured. 

Unlil now. the United 
States have vainly called on 
Moscow to provide details of 
the contracts — estimated to 
be worth several billion dol- 
lars and to include submar- 
tines and tanks — to verify 
Mr. Yeltsin’s promise. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Bums said Mr. 
Chernomyrdin provided Mr. 
Gore with information on 
“the existing flow of arms.'* to 
Iran and the duration of the 
contracts. ' 

“Old contracts will end in a 
few years." said Mr. Bums, 
who added that they were not 
sufficient to alter the military 
balanced in the Middle East. 

At the same time, he said 
there was no agreement on 
the issue cf Russian sales of 
light water nuclear reactors 
to Iran. 


Syria, Lebanon did not attend 


multilaterals on water — Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A top Jordanian 
expert on water and the 
Kingdom's senior negotiator 
on water-related issues on 
Saturday corroborated de- 
nials from Syria and Lebanon 
that delegates from those two 
countries had attended a 
round of multilateral meet- 
ings in Geneva last month. 

Munther Haddadin said he 
had attended the meeting in 
Geneva on June 28 and only 
Jordan, the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
and Israel were present in the 
talks. 

“It was an inter-sessional 
meeting of the multilateral 
working group on water" of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, Dr. Haddadin told the 
Jordan Times. "I attended 
the meeting and only Mideast 
parties present there were 
Jordan, the Palestinians and 
Israel,” he said. 

Dr. Haddadin described 
the reports carried by Israel's 
state-run radios that Syrian 
and Lebanese delegates 
attended the meeting as ‘‘in- 
accurate. " 

"This is one of the inaccu- 
rate reports that we have 
been used to hearing from 
Israeli radio." he said with- 
out elaboration. 

However, the Jordanian 
corroboration of the denials 


from Damascus and Beirut 
underlined the importance 
Amman attaches to Syrian 
and Lebanese participation in 
talks on regional cooperation 
as part of the Arab-lsraeli 
peace process. 

Syria and Lebanon are 
staying away from the multi- 
lateral talks that tackle water, 
the environment, refugees, 
aims control and security and 
regional economic coopera- 
tion saying that their parti- 
cipation would come only af- 
ter progress is made in the 
bilateral negotiations with 
Israel on the basic political 
conflict. 

Being upstream riparians 
to the River Yarmouk and 
tributaries to that river, Syria 
and Lebanon have a major 
role to play in any arrange- 
ments on water sharing and 
cooperation in enhancing the 
availability of water to the 
region's countries. 

Their absence from the 
talks on regional cooperation 
is seen to be hampering many 
proposals that have been 
brought up by participants in 
the multilateral working 
groups, particularly in the 
working group on water. 

Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti said last 
month that Jordan remained 
highly hopeful that Syria and 
Lebanon would soon join the 
effort for regional coopera- 
tion. 


While no official would 
confirm it. a recent meeting 
held between Mr. Kabariti 
and the Syrian charge d’af- 
faires in Amman was be- 
lieved to have dealt with the 
issue of water, an area that 
Jordan and Syria agreed to 
cooperate as early as the 
1950s. 


A Syrian official quoted by 
Reuter said Saturday: “Syria 
did not take part in multi- 
lateral talks in Geneva. Our 
position is clear and it is one 


of firm Syrian principles.' 
The official said Damascus 


believed the multilateral talks 
would be fruitful only when 
tangible progress was 
achieved in bilateral talks. 

Lebanon, which closely 
coordinates its position with 
Syria also denied taking 
part. 

“Lebanon is still insisting 
on not participating in any 
multilateral negotiations as 
long as no fundamental prog- 
ress is achieved in the bilater- 


al talks," the secretary gener- 
al for Lebanon's Foreign 


Ministry, Zafcr A] Hassan, 
told Reuters. 


“The news about Leba- 
non’s participation in such a 
conference is altogether in- 
correct." Mr. Hassan said. 

Israel's foreign ministry de- 
clined comment on the re- 
ports broadcast by both Israel 
Radio and Israeli army radio. 


Rights groups warn of 
hunger-strikers’ health 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Many of the 
4, QUO Palestinian prisoners 
involved in an open-ended 
hunger-strike aimed at win- 
ning their release from Israeli 
jails arc in a criticial condi- 
tion, two human rights 
groups has said. 

The Mandela Institute hu- 
man rights group and the Al 
Haq jurists' association 
warned that (he health of 
prisoners was deteriorating 
rapidly after 13 days without 
food and accused Israeli au- 
thorities of negligent medical 
treatment. 

In a joint statement, the 
two groups accused prison 


suffer daily from the rapid 
deterioration of their medical 
conditions,'* they added. 

The two organisations de- 
manded that the authorities 
give medical treatment to 
those who required it, allow 
lawyers to visit prisoners and 
stop punishing (hose taking 
part in the strike. 

There was no immediate 
response from prison offi- 
cials. 


Israel's police and justice 


officials of withdrawing daily 


rations of milk, until now 
accepted by many of the 
strikers, and of refusing 
medical treatment unless the 
protesters agreed to give up 
their fast. 

They also accused the au- 
thorities at most jails and 
military detention centres of 
denying prisoners the right to 
be visited by lawyers and of 
preventing lawyers discussing 
the strike with diems at other 
institutions. 

The groups said “many ill 
prisoner*, who were initially 
in serious medical situations 
before the srrike, arc now in 
critical states." 

They added that five had 
been transferred to Ramla 


prison hospital near Tel Aviv 


and a sixth had been moved 
from Shatta prison to Assaf 
Hamfch hospital in the cen- 
tre of the country. 

"A large number of prison- 
ers participating in the strike 


ministers, Moshc Shahal and 
David Ubai, met Palestinian 
Cooperation Minister Nabil 
Shaath and Justice Minister 
Frcih Abu Middcin on Friday 
to discuss prisoners releases. 

They agreed to hold furth- 
er talks in the coming days. 

Mr. Shahal said more than 
half the 6,500 prisoners 
would remain in jail for the 
near future. Israel announced 
Thursday that hundreds of 
prisoners will be freed when 
an accord on extending 
Palestinian autonomy in the 
West Bank is reached and 
hundreds more after elec- 
tions. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) has de- 
manded a timetable for the 
release of all inmates to end 
the hanger strike. 

Some 400 prisoners gave 
up their 13-day-old hunger 
strike on Friday, Israeli tele- 
vision reported. 

The prisoners at Jenid pris- 
on near Nablus in the occu- 
pied West Bank sat at table 
for dinner, the television 
said. 

Palestinian sources were 
unable to confirm the report. 


Arab women 
condemn 
violence, 
prejudices 


BEIRUT (R) — An Arab 
“court of women” has de- 
nounced all kinds of violence 
against females as public 
right crimes while it prepared 
evidence for the United Na- 
trons oF male violence in the 
Arab World. 

The unprecedented 
“court" dosed on Friday 
night after three davs of deli- 
berations in which" it heard 
testimonies of male abuses bv 
33 women from 14 Arab 
countries. 


The findings and recom- 
mendations of the "court" 
will be presented to the 
U.N. -sponsored world 
women’s conference in Beij- 
ing next month. 

“Violence against woman 
constitutes an aggression 
against her humanity, her 
dignity and an infringement 
on her rights and freedom." 
the nine-member women 
court said in a statement. 


It v.lid the tesumonies pro- 
vided cutting evidence that 
tyranny against women in 
underdeveloped Arab coun- 
tries resulted from legal male 
prejudices, paternal and rrib- 
al cultures and religious ex- 
tremism. 

Wc demand wide-range 
legal and executive amend- 
ments to the penal code, per- 
sonal status social security 
and work laws.” said the 
court, organised by El Taller. 


a ” ^[national group based 
hi lumsia 



Dufch diocese 
warns against 
pilgrimages to 
‘weeping 
Madonna’ 


BRUNSSUM. Netherlands 
(API — A local retiree claims 

^sUeoftheVl^nM^y 

wept tears of blood, but 
speaking 10 the same news- 
ier, me RomM Catbohc 
dSc U Friday discoui^l 

potential pilgrims. Jan Cou- 
roans. who owns the 30 cen- 
timetre (12-inch) statue, has 
put it on his dooisteg uj 1 this 
southern Roman Catholic 
area so visitors can get a 
better look- •‘The diocese 
doesn't want to ban believers 
from visiting the concerned 
Madonna statue. But it ui no 
way wants to call people to 
go" the diocese said in a 
statement. “In fact- the dio- 
cese strongly a<hm« not to 
bo ” A picture of the statue 
with a red discoloration down 

the left side of its face 
appeared on the front page of 
Friday's national daily Alge- 

meen Dagblad. Red liquid 
was first spotted Tuesday on 
the statue of Our Sacred . 
Lady of Fatima, according toM 
the paper. The Dutch press® 
dubbed it the “weeping 
Madonna.” ‘Tin not a be- 
liever, but when I saw the 
miracle happen with my own 
eyes I fell to me knees, 
Gerard Stevens, who lives 
nearby, was quoted as telling 
the newspaper. “I dipped my 
finger in the blood,” he said, 
“and I know for sure that it 
was real.” Mr- Commons, 63, 
said his wife. 67, also was 
initially sceptical. “At first, 
Gerda didn’t want to believe 
it. but when she saw the 
blood she Tan outside in 
panic." “Why would Maria 
perform wonders in Italy and 
not here." Gerda was quoted 
as saying. “She’s shedding 
tears of blood over the misery 
and the rising unbeEef in the 
world.” 


American fined 
$4,000 for 
plunging over 
Niagara Falls 


TORONTO (R) — Canadian 
courts fined an American 
daredevil 6,000 Canadian 
dollars (S4,000) Friday for 
plunging over the Niagara 
Falls with a woman in an 
air-tight fiberglass capsule, 
Ontario officials said. Court 
officials said 33-year Steven 
Trotter of Fort Lauderdale,^ 
Florida pleaded guilty to aff‘ 
charge of stunting under the 
Niagara Parks Act. Trotter is 
still being held by Canadian 
immigration authorities in 
Thorold, Ontario near the 
popular honeymoon spot 
where he and his friend Lori 
Martin of Atlanta, Georgia 
hurtled to infamy on June 18. 
Canadian immigration offi- 
cials said he will appear at a 
hearing Saturday to deter- 
mine whether be has violated 
Canadian law by lying about 


his reasons for visiting Cana- 
da when he crossed the bor- 


der. Depending on the out- 
come of the hearing Mr. Mar- 
tin could be asked to leave 
Canada within 30 days, ban- 
ned from visiting for one year 
or deported and banned from 
Canada for life. The two 


were treated for shock, 
bumps and bruises 


Half Taiwan 
pupils get 
physical 
punishment 


TAIPEI (R) _ Half of j 
Taiwan's junior-high-school 
students say they are physi- m 


cal^J^punished by their 


teachers in school, a private 
foundation said Saturday. Of 
the 827 students polled across 
the island, 50.4 per cent said 
they had been physically 
punished by teachers recent- 
ly, said the survey by the 
Formosa Foundation for 
Education and Culture. 
There are 1.2 million junior- 
Jugn -school students, aeed 
between 13 and 15, in 
Taiwan^according to official 

data. The top three punish- 
ments are beating the hand, 
running around the play- 
ground and hitting the bot- 
tom, an official at the 
foundation said by teie- 
phone^mong the punished, 
48 . Pw cent said thev 
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per cent said they were 
pun>a«j for bad JS 

SSS fai jj n 8 to answer 
questions, she said. The 
ancient Chinese idiom “good 

iustifv bccn to 
justly Taiwan teachers 

punishing their students, but 

there have been calls to end 

physical punishments in re- * 

have been punished for beat-' 
mg students. 1 
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